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Two SLA militiamen killed in attack 

MARJAYOLN ( AFP) — Hizboitah guerrillas Tuesday killed n*o 
IsrulMuckcJ miiifcsRcr, in a roadside bomb attack m Isracli- 
QOupfcd southern Lebanon, the South Lebanon Airoy (SLA) 
snack an a pjtrol recurred in the centre of f»T&cl‘s 
seii-ceclafcd "security inne" along the Israrli- Lebanese border as 
i( travelled along u road to Bar.iashccl The death* were ajsn 
confirmed by Israeli military official*. A Hirbolbh spokesman 
cuntaaed :n Beirut by AFT* claimed the attack “on an enemy 
patrul of tftj- ujs (ravelling along the read *o Barazshrel” which 

"killed and wounded the occupants ol an armoured vehicle." 
ivraeli and SLA forces swung into action alter the attack firing 
mortars at the area nf May-bin, a stronghold of Hizbcllah in the 
west of the VkkkJi VaBey. An Israeli army Spokesman also 
confirmed that fighter planes hail fired on “terrorist bases’’ <n 
southern Lebanon (tum which aim- Israeli attack* bad been 
launched. He «id the target* had been destroyed and the plane* 
had returned safely to their haves in Israel. 
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Musa expected here on Saturday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa, who 
delayed a scheduled Monday visit U) Amman because his 
Jordanian counterpan Abdul Karim Kabarui was ill. will now 
make the visit on Saturday, official sources said. The main focus of 
the visit will be the situation in the region following the defection 
to Jordan or Iraqi Minister ol Industry Hussein Kamel Hassan and 
Jordanian-Egyplian relation*. Mr. Musa Mid Tuesday he wanted a 
message from Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak to His Majesty 
King Hussein "on the peace process and ... current developments 
in the Arab World." Mr Musa met Iasi week with Robert 
Pellet reau. the U.S. assistant secretary of state for the Middle 
East, who Tuesday ended a lour of the region to discuss the 
situation in Iraq after the defection. Mr. Mubarak cast doubt on 
reports by one of the defectors that Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein was planning to invade Kuwait or Saudi Arabia. “From 
my military experience. 1 don't think it is true what's been said that 
Saddam Hussein was going to repeat the invasion.... even if there 
was a (military) buildup." Mr. Mubarak said. 
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Pelletreau briefs King on 
talks with regional leaders 
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By P.Y.Vivekanand 

Tur.t‘ •.' Stuff Rrpontf 

AMMAN — Senior L. S. 
State Dvp.irtincm OtTicsal 
Robert PeJletrcju on Tues- 
day briefed Hi* Majesty King 
Huvsem on the outcome of 
talk* he held uuih ether Mid- 
dle Eastern leaders . mainly 
King Kihd of Saudi Arabia 
and Sheikh Jaher At Ahmad 
Al Sabah of Kuwait, on the 
Mtuarion in rhe region in the 
wake of the defection of 
senior Iraqi official :o Jor- 
dan 

, AKu expected to have 
been discussed by the Kinj* 
and Mr. Pelletreau. assistant 
secretary of stare for Near 
Eastern affair*, were Amer- 
ican churls tu bring closer the 
views wf Jordan and the Gulf 
states. 

Ties be! ween Jordan and 
Gulf states were strained be- 
cause of what the Gulf states 
pctceived as Jordan's support 
for Iraq during the Gulf crisis 
triggered by the August 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 
However, concerted efforts 
since then have improved the 
relations, and the reconcilia- 
tion process was obviously 


acceletated b> Jordan’s deci- 
sion to grant asylum to 
Lieutenant-General’ Hussein 
Kamel Has&an. Iraq's minis- 
ter ot industry and sun-in-Iaw- 
of President Saddam Hus- 
sein. who defected to the 
Kingdom on Aug. H. 

Howev er. Jordan has reaf- 
firmed that reconciliation 
with the Gulf states would 
mu come at the expense ut 
the strong relationship be- 
tween Amman and Baghdad 
despite obvious American 
efforts to deepen the differ- 
ences caused by the Jorda- 
nian decision to grant refuge 
lo Gen. Hassun. who on 
Aug. 12 vowed to overthrow 
President Saddam. 

it was Mr. Pelletreau’* 
second visit (o Jordan in one 
week following the defection. 
Accompanied by Mark Par- 
ris. a special envoy of Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, he flew tu 
Jordan last Thursday and 
held talks with the King and 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker before leaving 
for Egypt on Friday. 

He also visited Saudi Ara- 
bia and Kuwait for talks with 
King Fahd and Sheikh Jaber 


before returning to Am man 
late Monday. He left for 
home late Tuesday. 

An American embassy 
spokesman said 'the objec- 
tive (of Mr. Pelletreau's visit) 
was to review (with the King) 
the recent developments in 
the region and (to hold) con- 
sultations on the talks he held 
with other regional leaders." 

No elaboration was im- 
mediately available. 

Reports from the Gulf said 
Mr. Pelletreau had discussed 
with King Fahd and Sheikh 
Jaber the possibility of their 
countries replacing Iraq a* 
Jordan's oil supplier as pari 
of an American effort to iso- 
late Baghdad by severing 
trade and economic links be- 
tween Jordan and its eastern 
neighbour. 

However. Jordan. Iraq's 
only lifeline to the outside 
world afrerthe U.N. imposed 
crippling sanctions on the 
country following its August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
affirmed on Saturday that the 
Kingdom would not under- 
take any measures that would 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan 

welcomes 

Kuwaiti 

position 

By Saad Silawi 
Special to the Jordan Timer, 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources Samih Darwazeh on 
Tuesday welcomed a state- 
ment by the Kuwaiti foreign 
minister that Kuwait was 
ready to consider supplying 
oil to Jordan. 

"Jordan has not made any 
request to any Arab countries 
to supply it with oil," the 
minister told the Jordan 
Times and Al Ra'i. "But we 
see the Kuwaiti statement as 
a positive move towards bet- 
ter bilateral relations." 

Mr. Darwazeh was refer- 
ring to comments by Kuwaiti 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah that the emirate, 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S.: No 
sign of 
Iraqi 

invasion 

plans 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United Slates has 
detected no evidence that 
Iraq is preparing to invade 
Jordan or Kuwait, but is 
moving men and equipment 
to the region as a precaution 
to deter any such move. De- 
fence Secretary William Per- 
ry said on Tuesday. 

“These have been some 
unusual deployments of Iraqi 
military forces." he told re- 
porters during a picture- 
taking session in this Penta- 
gon office. But, he added, 
the movements were "no- 
thing that leads us to believe 
that any invasion is under 
way or planned. *’ 

The Pentagon said last 
week that it was sending ships 
with tanks and arms for as 
many as 22, OW marines and 
army troops closer to the 
Gulf region. It also moved 
more warships to the area 
and advanced a scheduled 
training exercise in Kuwait in 
response to what the Penta- 
gon said was a five-week-old 
pattern of unusual troop 
movements. 

Mr. Perry did not make 
clear whether the Iraqi move- 
ments at issue were con- 
tinuing: "It is a matter that 
bears careful watching, and 

(Continued on page 7) 


Ekeus meets Hussein Kamel, 
but said to receive no secrets 


By P.V.Vivekan&nd 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - Senior U.N. aims 
inspector Rolf Ekeus on 
Tuesday mci with Hussrin 
Kant cl Hassan, former head 
of Iraq's military 
industrialisation programme 
who defected to Jordan this 
month, hut failed to extract 
any Iraqi secrets from the 
defector, according to a 
cousin. 

Mr. Ekeus. a Swedish 
diplomat who heads the U.S. 
Special Commission on 
eliminating Iraq’s weapons 
of mass destruction under 
U.N. terms, met with 
Lieutenant-General Hassan. a 
son-in-law of President 
Saddam Hussein, at an undis- 
closed site tor four hours and 
could meet him again, in- 
formed sources said. 

Mr. Ekeus had delayed his 
departure from Jordan until 
Wednesday, said the sources. 

Major l/zeddinc Hassan. a 
cousin of Gen. Hussars, who 
also defected on Aug. 8. was 
quoted as saying by the 
Associated Press that the 
U.N. official did not get any 
Iraqi military secrets in 
Tuesday’s meeting. 

Major Hassan. who re- 
portedly attended the meet- 
ing. said the general and Mr. 
Ekcu* "discussed the Iraqi 
arms industry." 

"But all the secrets were 
revealed nv" the Iraqi gov- 
ernment. which invited Mr. 


Ekeus to Baghdad to receive 
hitherto bidden arms data 
immediately afler Gen. 
Hassan’ s defection, Major 
Hassan was quoted a$ saying. 

Other sources could not or 
would not confirm or deny 
Maj. Hassan's assertion.. 

"They (Mr. Ekeus and 
Gen. Hassan) have met in 
the context of the mandate 
given to Mr. Ekeus by the 
United Nations Security 
Council, and ihe work of the 
Special Commission is con- 
tinuing," said one source. 
"Only the authorised U.N. 
officials attended the 
meeting." added the source 
without elaboration. 

The source, however, con- 
firmed that Mr. Ekeus had de- 
ferred his departure from 
Amman. A scheduled press 
conference failed to materi- 
alise on Tuesday, and expec- 
tations arc that the U.N. offi- 
cial would meet journalists 
before he leaves Jordan on 
Wednesday. _ 

The main objective of the 
Ekeus mission lo Jordan is 
to cross-check information 
he has already received from 
the Iraqi government. 

Gen. Hassan himself has 
been quoted as saying that he 
did not think he had any se- 
crets to reveal to Mr. Ekeus 
after the Iraqi government it- 
self provided all the details 
during a three-day visit the 
U.N. official paid to Baghdad 
last week and early this 


week. 

"The Iraqi regime has 
asked Ekeus to return to be 
given more information and 
that will not be now, but in'a 
short while," Maj. Hassan 
told the AP. 

Tight secrecy surrounded 
Tuesday's talks. Mr. Ekeus 
was scheduled to meet Gen. 
Hassan on Monday, but the 
meeting was delayed 
overnight upon the former 
Iraqi minister's request. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh said 
Tuesday the Jordanian gov- 
ernment was not playing any 
role in the meeting. 

Meanwhile a team of U.N. 
germ warfare experts arrived 
in Baghdad to check out the 
new information provided by 
the Iraqi government. 

Richard Sporuel, head of 
the six-member mission, 
was quoted as saying by the 
AFP in a dispatch from 
Baghdad that the team was 
there "to follow up on the 
recent disclosure made by the 
Iraqis" to Mr. Ekeus. 

Two teams of chemical 
and ballistic weapons ex- 
perts are also due in Baghdad 
in September, 

A clean bill of health 
from Mr. Ekeus is vita) for 
the lifting/easing of the 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 
following its invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990 and is 
pan of the ceasefire terms set 

(Continued on page 7) 



An Israeli soldier checks a bus carrying Palestinian passengers at the Aram checkpoint at the 
northern entrance to Jerusalem on Tuesday after Israel sealed off the occupied West Bank, excluding 
Jerusalem, after a bomb explosion in Jerusalem on Monday (AFP photo) 

Israel, PLO resume talks 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) on Tuesday 
resumed talks on a deal ex- 
panding Palestinian self-rule 
in the West Bank after paus- 
ing for a day because of a 
suicide bomb attack on a bus 
in Jerusalem, PLO nego- 
tiators said. 

Negotiators confirmed 
Israeli and Palestinian work- 
ing groups had resumed 
negotiations at the Israeli 
Red Sea resort of Eilat. 

"We are going to try to 
achieve as much success as 
possible during this round. 
We will work in a very inten- 
sified manner." chief Palesti- 
nian negotiator Ahmad 
Qouriea said. 

A bomber from the mili- 
tant Hamas group, which 
opposes the peace process, 
was killed along with four 
other people in Monday's 


attack on a bus in Jerusalem. 
About 100 people were 
wounded. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin suspended talks 
with the PLO on expanding 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
West Bank until after the 
funerals of the victims were 
held. 

Monday's attack was the 
latest in a series of bombings 
that has killed 77 Israelis and 
tourists since the 1993 Israel- 
PLO framework peace 
accord. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat condemned the bomb- 
ing. He said he would not 
allow attacks on Israel to be 
launched from the Gaza Strip 
or Jericho West Bank auton- 
omous enclaves. 

Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman was quoted by 
Israel's Maariv newspaper on 
Tuesday as saying the peace 
process should be reviewed in 


light of the bombings. 

< Mr. Weizman said he pre- 
ferred going straight to the 
permanent peace settlement, 
skipping over interim self- 
rule in the West Bank, which 
has been delayed for more 
than a year. 

Autonomy began in most 
of the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank town of Jericho in 
May 1994. Final peace talks 
are set to begin no later than 
mid-1996. 

A key problem snagging 
the West Bank deal is an 
Israeli troop withdrawal from 
Hebron, the only Palestinian 
town with Israelis living in it. 
Israel, fearing for the settlers 
safety, does not want to 
leave. 

Access to scarce water re- 
sources and the number of 
Palestinian prisoners held by 
Israel to be freed under a 
peace deal are also problems. 

Hamas's military wing said 


in a statement it was behind 
Monday’s bombing. It vowed 
more attacks "from now to 
the next Israeli elections" to 
derail the peace process. 

The Israeli army sealed off 
the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip until Wednesday fol- 
lowing the explosion. 

The bombing have under- 
mined Israeli public support 
for the peace deal and for 
Mr. Rabin. Elections 3re set 
for November next year. 

Israeli Tourism Minister 
Uzi Baram told Israel's army 
radio the effect of militant 
attacks, especially if one 
occurred near elections, 
could not be ignored. 

"It's possible the govern- 
ment would be replaced. 
Anyone ... who says terror 
does not hurt the government 
and its value in the eyes of 
the public is mistaken." Mr. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan 
gets $33m 
IMF credit 

AMMAN (R) — The Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has given Amman a 
S33 million extended credit 
facility for having attained its 
targets in an economic re- 
form plan. Finance Minister 
Basel Jardaneh said on Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Jardaneh told Reuters 
Jordan "had implemented all 
the requirements of the eco- 
nomic readjustment prog- 
ramme until June 30, 1995." 

The credit is part of a $268 
million facility granted by the 
IMF over three years. The 
facility includes an extra S8S7 
million of access to IMF re- 
sources given to states that 
perform exceptionally well. 

Jordan’s economy is ex- 
pected to grow 6.0 per cent in 
1995. 


U.S. rebuilds peace team; 
Croatians 4 battle ready’ 


SARAJEVO (R) — Croatian 
troops were "battle ready" 
around the Adriatic port of 
Dubrovnik on Tuesday and 
could strike Serb gunners 
perched in the hills above at 
any time. U.N. officials said. 

In Washington, officials 
were meeting again on Tues- 
day to rebuild their stricken 
mediating ream which is 
trying to head off more 
bloodshed in the Balkans. 

Defence Secretary William 
Perry, National Security- 
Adviser Anthony Lake and 
Secretary of Stare Warren 
Christopher want the team, 
which lost three members in a 
crash near Sarajevo at the 
weekend, back in Europe 
next week to keep up 
momentum. 

Time appears to be of the 


essence, with shooting con- 
tinuing at key points in the 
conflict. Eyewitnesses said a 
huge blast rocked the western 
suburbs of Sarajevo, des- 
troying an industrial building 
and setting an apartment 
block on fire. 

Four floors of a five-storey 
building collapsed after it 
appeared to have been hit by 
a large rocket, a Reuter 
journalist at the scene said. 
At least one person was 
buried in the rubble. 

On the Croatian coast. 
Croatian army troops and 
Bosnian Serb gunners pre- 
pared for a showdown 
around Dubrovnik. 

"Our assessment is they 
(the Crotians) are battle 
ready and could strike at any 
time," U.N. military spokes- 


man Major Don Roy said. 

Some 10.000 Croaiian 
troops have massed ne3r the 
historic port and Bosnian 
Serbs have sent reinforce- 
ments and dug in for a fight. 

It was unclear whether 
Craotia would strike to drive 
the Bosnian forces out of 
range of Dubrovnik or would 
give the American peace in- 
itiative a chance. 

Mr. Perry, Mr. Lake and 
Mr. Christopher pressed 
ahead on Monday, meeting 
for talks just after a cere- 
mony to honour the diplo- 
mats who died when their 
armoured car veered off a 
mountain road near the Bos- 
nian capital. 

The three officials were 
due on Tuesday to Meet the 
mediating team readers. 


Jordan is weighing its options vis-a-vis Iraq 


Questions galore, but answers need time 


By Nermeen Murad 
Special to the Jordan Times 

THE DILEMMA that has 
faced Jordan ever since the 
defection of Lieutenant- 
General Hussein Kamel 
Hassan, namely on 
whether to start playing an 
active role in the effort to 
further isolate Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, 
seems to have found an 
answer — for now. Jordan 
w j|| not take active mea- 
sures to topple the Iraqi 
regime but nor will it fore- 
close options in dealing 
with the fast-changing 
situation in Iraq and the 
region generally. 

"The reaction of the gov- 
ernment, the Lower House 
of Parliament and the press 
in genera! has been that the 
detection should not be 
used to put further pressure 


on the Iraqi regime," says 
Senator Jawad Anani, the 
former minister of informa- 
tion. “Bui there are other 
questions that have to be 
answered before we fore- 
close all other options open 
to us." the member of the 
Upper House of Parlia- 
ment (Senate) argues. 

Such questions, as posed 
by Dr. Anani and other 
political figures, include 
whether Jordan should be 
involved in determining the 
future of Iraq, which is 
closely connected to that of 
Jordan, when there is a real 
opportunity to do so os the 
case must be now, and 
whether it might be too 
harmful and dangerous for 
Jordan's vital interests to 
shy way from playing a 
regional role when every- 
body else is vying for it. 

The list of questions is 
indeed long, argue politi- 


cians and analysis. In Dr. 
Anani's view, mere are five 
specific questions which 
Jordanians who want to re- 
main passive vis-a-vis the 
shifting sands in Iraq have 
to ask themselves. 

Should we expect change 
in Iraq after the defection 
of Gen. Hassan? Should 
there be change in the reg- 
ime in Baghdad, how 
would the new leaders 
react to continued neutral- 
ity by Jordan, assuming 
that it did nothing between 
now and when change hap- 
pens? And if there is no 
change, and rhe sanctions 
are lifted, how would the 
present regime accept the 
fact that Jordan granted 
asylum to Gen. Hassan and 
also gave him access to call 
for the ouster of President 
Saddam and his govern- 
ment? If Jordan remains 
neutral and the U.N.- 


ttnposed sanctions continue 
to bite into the fabric of 
Iraqi sodery will not Jor- 
dan be risking not only the 
possibility of an Iraqi re- 
fugee problem at its bor- 
ders as a result of the con- 
tinued agony and hardship 
but also defeating its own 
policy objective of alleviat- 
ing the suffering of the Ira- 
qis? 

There are of course more 
questions being posed by 
other politicians and 
analysts. Jordan, they point 
out, nearly lost its role as a 
regional player after taking 
a neutral position during 
the Gulf crisis and war. 
Should the Kingdom ex- 
pect to regain that role by 
doing nothing? On the 
other hand, should not Jor- 
dan, which gave up another 
important card in regional 
politics by not speaking for 
the Palestinians before the 


convening of the Madrid 
conference, make up for 
the loss if it will not rake an 
active part in other regional 
theatres? 

"Jordan not only paid a 
heavy political price for its 
decision to stay neutral in 
the Gulf war," another for- 
mer minister says. "But its 
attempts to rebuild itself 
economically have not led 
to prosperity even after 
signing the peace treaty" 


dan can convince us that 
the Iraqi regime wilt not 
last longer than a few 
months, then Jordan has to 
move fast in order to en- 
sure that its relationship 
wiih the new regime is at 
least as good as it was with 
Saddam’s before the inva- 
sion of Kuwait," argues the 
former minister, who re- 
quested anonymity. 

Those who are in favour 
of playing a direct role in 
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with Israel, he adds. “A 
derision by Jordan there- 
fore to panicipate in inter- 
national attempts to topple 
the Iraqi regime, parallel to 
already successful recon- 
ciliation efforts with the 
Gulf states led by Saudi 
Arabia, may just be what 
Jordan needs at the pre- 
sent." 

"If intelligence informa- 
tion made available to Jor- 


Iraq maintain that Jordan 
could use the triangle of its 
proximity to Iraq, relations 
with Israel and improved 
ties with the West lo place 
itself prominently on the 
map of a new Middle East 
order and in the process 
improve its economic situa- 
tion. 

"His Majesty personally 
has a wealth of good rela- 
tions with the different Ira- 


qi groups, with Israel and 
rhe West which can ail be 
used to serve Jordan's goals 
of achieving comprehen- 
sive peace and stability in 
the region and achieving 
economic prosperity for 
Jordan," a Jordanian par- 
liamentarian says. 

In fact some politicians 
and analysts interpret King 
Hussein’s call on Iraq to 
join the peace process, 
which the King said he con- 
veyed to Gen. Hassan 
when he met him here 
three weeks before his de- 
fection, to mean that Jor- 
dan is aware that ii can play 
an important political role 
in contributing ro the new 
regional security arrange- 
ments that include Israel as 
well as a rehabilitated Iraq. 

Jordan, according to 
them, is very important re- 
gionally on’ at least four 
counts: demography 
(Palestinian dimension), 
regional security arrange- 
ments, regional economic 


cooperation and wHer 
sharing. "On at least three 
of these four counts there is 
a common Iraqi-Uraeli in- 
terest in which Jordan can 
play an important role." 
says a former Jordanian 
negotiator in peace talks 
with Israel. 

Behind all these regional 
considerations, analysts 
also point out. Jordan 
stands to curry favour with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
personally if it joins the 
U.S.-led campaign to top- 
ple President Saddam. 

As Mr. Clinton prepares 
to enter the race for pres- 
idential elections next year, 
reports from Washington 
have already hinted that 
His Majesty’s derision to 
grant asylum to the Iraai 
defectors will strengthen 
the president’s hand in 
establishing his forceful- 
ness in foreign policy. 

The New York Times 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Turkish women to 
stress insult means 
injury in Beijing 



JORDAN 


ANKARA (AFP) — Tur- 
kish experts will take to the 
U.N. Conference on 
Women a new project that 
says insult amounts to in- 
jury — a concept that is 
faanl to establish when phy- 
sically battered women here 
are just learning to com- 
plain. 

Funded by the European 
Commission, the £25,000 
project shows to groups of 
women in low-income, 
squatter areas around the 
capital video-taped vignet- 
tes on physical and verbal 
violence. 

At the end, over tea and 
cakes many of the women 
- openly admit that they too 
had been beaten, sexually 
abused or verbally humili- 
ated by a husband, brother 
or father. 

M He never told me 1 was 
ugly, but be did shout at me 
in front of our friends,” said 
a 55-year-old woman of her 
husband after a recent show 
in a home in the Altindag 
quarter. 

She was commenting on 
one of the scenes showing a 
man “disgusted” with his 
wife's looks. In others, a 
husband insults his wife's 
cooking skills and her in- 
telligence in public. 

"But our men cannot 
change and we should not 
expect, it,” objected 
another woman. 

“He is the bread-winner. 
Ef he wants warm soup, or 
quick service we should de- 
liver, ” she said. 

However,. she and the 
rest bitterly responded dur- 
ing scenes of physical vio- 
lence. They drew from their 
own experiences to imagine 
the rest of a vignette that 
tapered off just as a hus- 
band was about to hit his 
wife. 

“Women were not aware 
that verbal abuse was really 
abuse,” said Gulseren 
Washington, educational 
psychologist who together 
with the private Women’s 
Soldiarity Foundation is 
carrying out the project. 

“Most believe oral abuse 
is their ‘destiny' and they 
must accept it.” 

“We are trying to tell 
them not to wait until the 
point of physical abuse.” 
The four-year-old found- 
ation takes in battered 
women, housing them and 
their children in a shelter 
for about three months 


while helping diem develop 
income-earning skills. 

In June, the awareness- 
raising campaign was laun- 
ched, introducing an emph- 
asis on verbal abuse. 

“Even though we can't 
take in verbal abuse vic- 
tims, we counsel them on 
how to handle it,” Ms. 
Washington said. 

If it works, the project 
will travel to other parts of 
the country. 

So far, unlike physically 
abused women, the few 
who sought help against 
verbal abuse came from 
educated, bigher-income 
backgrounds, or were 
working women. 

“I met an engineer whose 
husband, .an architect in- 
- suited her everyday, all the 
time,” said Sevinc Una], a 
foundation member who 
also works at a government 
centre for battered, women. 

“She said she couldn't 
leave him because it would 
look bad in her circle, even 
though she had her own 
income and her own flat.” 

A 1990 census put the 
average literacy rate among 
women at 69 per cent, signi- 
ficantly lower than the 
men's 90 per cent. The dif- 
ference gets sharper after 
high school, and in rural 
areas where there are five 
times more illiterate women 
than men. 

Even physically battered 
women were reluctant to 
change their lives, lacking 
skills and being fully depen- 
dent on their husbands for 
their survival. 

“Those who come to the 
foundation are women who 
have reached the limit of 
sufferance, of bearing 
physical abuse,” said Ms. 
Washington. 

Oya Fxsek, a co-foundcr 
of the Women's Solidarity 
Foundation, agreed. 

‘‘Many women don't 
think that one or two slaps 
across the face is equal to 
violence." she said. 

“The worst I ever saw 
was a woman who came to 
use bleeding, with her . ear 
•in her hand — her husband 
had cut it off.” 

Turkey is sending to Beij- 
ing 35 officials from its state 
ministry for women’s ser- 
vices. Scores more are 
going from non- 
go vern mental organisa- 
tions. 


Sudan to expand 
external relations 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan has drawn up plans to 
expand its external relations 
to boost economic invest- 
ment and present its Islamic 
model to the world, the press 
reported on Tuesday. 

Foreign Minister Ali Os- 
man Mohammad Taha was 
quoted by the daily Al Sudan 
AI Hadith as saying his minis- 
try “seeks to employ Sudan's 
external relations for econo- 
mic promotion with a view to 
attracting foreign invest- 
ments in addition to introduc- 
ing to the world the Sudan's 
cultural (Islamic) model.” 

The foreign minister, who 
was speaking Monday at a 
meeting chaired by the newly 
appointed minister of cabinet 
affairs, retired Brigadier 
Salaheddin-Karar, said the 
plan was aimed at expanding 
Sudan's forjftn relations with 
the Arab ang African nations 
and at “normalising relations 



FUNERAL: An Israeli policeman mourns at the funeral Tuesday of chief superintedent Noam 
Eisenman, 35, who was killed in a bomb explosion in Jerusalem on Monday. Five people, including 
a possible suicide bomber, were killed in the blast (see page one) (AFP photo) 


PNA jails 3 ‘bombers’; Arafat talks tough 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
Three men who allegedly 
planned a bomb attack on the 
Israeli army were jailed for 
several years overnight Mon- 
day by the Palestinian 
National Authority's (PNA) 
state security court. 

“The three were preparing 
to bomb an Israeli military 
patrol,” Palestinian 
Attorney-General Khaled Al 
Kidra told AFP. 

“They were undergoing 
training in explosives,” he 
said. 

Rabin Zeno was sentenced 
to five years, Mohammad 
Abu Hamad and Anis Abu 
Jazar to three and a half years 
each. 

Aged from 20 to 22 all 
three lived in the town of 
Rafah, dose to the border 
with Egypt. They were 
arrested .two weeks ago. 


police said. 

They were members of 
George Habash’s Popular- 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine, which opposes the 
PLO’s autonomy agree- 
ments, but acted alone, Mr. 
Kidra said. 

It was the first session of 
the controversial security 
court since May. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Hairman 
Yasser Arafat set up the 
court in March under press- 
ure from Israel to crack down 
on militants fighting on 
against - occupation ana the 
autonomy accords. 

But human rights groups 
have Strongly condemned the 
summary trials which take 
place at night in camera and 
with little respect for interna- 
tional judicial' norms. 

Mr. Arafat has vowed to 


cut off the bands of any 
Palestinian militants taking 
orders from abroad, after a 
suicide bus bombing in Jeru- 
salem killed six and wounded 
100 . 

“Each time we are getting 
near to an accord on prison- 
ers or we find ourselves only 
two steps from Al Quds, 
something happens and I 
bave proof that it is not just 

by chance, in fact it is just the 
opposite Mr. Arafat said. * 

He was addressing an audi- 
ence commemorating the 
burning of the Al Aqsa mos- 
que on Aug. 21, 1%9. 

“The higher interest (for 
the Palestinians) lies not in 
the orders dictated from 
abroad to cany out an opera- 
tion and receive in return 
money,” he said. 

“I will cut off the hand of 
aftyone receiving orders from 


abroad whether that be Iran 
or any other country. 

“I am not the one stopping 
the tanks from arriving in 
Jerusalem or Nablus” in the 
occupied West Bank, he said, 
referring to countries 
opposed to the peace process 
such as Iran and who have 
urged force to retake the 
occupied territories. 

He also said it made no 
difference whether Monday's 
suicide bomber was a man or 
a woman, saying “a Muslim 
doesn’t attack innocent civi- 
lians.” 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas, which is 
violently opposed to the 
PLO's autonomy accords 
with Israel, claimed Mon- 
day's attack on a paced bus- 
in a Jewish quarter of Jeru- 
salem in an anonymous call 
to Israel radio. 


with America and Europe for 
achievement of common in- 
terests.” 

He said branch depart- 
ments had been formed with- 
in the ministry to be in charge 
of human rights, peace, the 
Islamic world, minorities, 
women and environmental 


Relief supplies 

Two towns in civil war-torn 
southern Sudan will receive 
four months worth of relief 
supplies in the next few days, 
Al Sudan Al Hadith said in a 
separate report. 

AI Sudan Al Hadith said 
the aid would be airdropped 
on Pochala in Jonglei state 
and Torit in eastern Equator- 
ia state from the Kenyan 
town of Lokichokio. 

The paper also said 3,307 
tonnes of relief aid was due to 
move in the next few days 


WASHINGTON — In the 
wake of terrorist bombing in 
Jerusalem, the United States^ 
pledged to stand with the* 
people of Israel in working 
toward a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East. 

The explosion, apparently 
triggered by a suicide bom- 
ber, ripped through two 
buses, killing at least five 
persons, including an Amer- 
ican tourist, and injuring 
more than 100 others, many 
of them seriously. 

Both President Bill Clinton 
and Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher condemned 
the act of terrorism and ex- 
pressed their condolences to 
the families of those who 
were killed or injured. 

? “The president, in the 
name of the American peo- 
ple, joins'with the people of 
Israel in renewing our deter- 
mination to work together in 
the cause of peace," White 
House Press Secretary 
Michael McCurry said in a 
written statement issued in 
Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 
“These enemies of peace will 
not succeed.” 

He said the United States 
stands with Israel and all 
those who work for peace 
and a safer future . for the 
people of the region. 

“Those who carried out 
this attack had one purpose: 
to kill Israelis and to destroy 
the peace process,” Mr. 
Christopher said in a state- 
ment issued by deputy 
spokesman David Johnson. 

“We must not allow these 
extremists to succeed,” Mr. 
Christopher declared. “We 
will not submit to their terror 


and intimidation; and we will 
not permit them to kill the 
chances for peace through 
negotiations.” 

While Israel suspended its' 
ongoing negotiations with the ' 
Palestinian Authority in the 
wake of the terrorist bomb- 
ing, Mr. Johnson told repor- 
ters that Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin assured Christ- 
opher in a telephone con- 
versation that “the Israeli 
government plans to move 
forward after a short suspen- 
sion.” The secretary called 
Rabin to convey his condo- 
lences. 

In his written statement, 
Mr. Christopher noted that 
the .people of Israel “bave 
chosen not to surrender to 
the forces. of extremism and 
terror and to pursue peace." 
He acknowledged the choice 
was not an easy one, but he 
said “it offers a real chance to 
achieve a peace with the kind 
of security that Israelis have 
been denied for so long.” 

Asked about right-wing de- 
monstrations in a number of 
Israeli cities and towns which 
have demanded that the 
peace process be abandoned, 
the deputy spokesman re- 
plied: “I would not discount 
the anger of those who would 
like to derail this process and 
to incite more violence in the 
region.” 

However, he continued, 
“based on the evidence that 
we have, based on the coop- 
eration that the Israeli secur- 
ity authorities have been able 
to have with the Palestinian 
Authority and the bombings 
that have been stopped, the 


work that’s been done in that 
area, we believe that real 
progress has been . made 
under this framework.” 

When a reporter dafabed 
that more Israelis bad been 
killed in bombings since, the 
peace process began than-be- 
fore it, Johnson asserted that 
“the death tod signifies that 
those who are against the 
peace process are willing to 
go to great lengths in order to 
try to derail it” 

“We believe the peace pro- 
cess has the best hope for 
making Israel secure,” the 
deputy spokesman said. 
“We’re working with the par- 
ties. We believe that they are 
making progress on the issues 
that confront them,” he said. 

Following is the text of Mr. 
Christopher’s statement: 

“I want to offer my deepest 
sympathies, and those of the 
American people, to all the 
families of those killed and 
injured in this morning's ter- 
ror attack in Jerusalem. I 
reaffirm to the people of 
Israel that the United States 
stands with them in the face 
of this outrage. 

“Those who carried out 
this attack had one purpose: 
to kill Israelis and to destroy 
the peace process. We must 
not allow these extremists to 
succeed; we will not submit 
to their terror and intimida- 
tion; and we will not permit 
them to kill the chances for 
peace through negotiations. 

“Throughout its history, 
the people of Israel have 
expressed extraordinary 
courage in the face of terror. 
They have chosen not to sur- 


render to the forces of ex- 
tremism and terror and to 
pursue peace. Today they de- 
monstrate that courage again 
by tititiiamitting themselves 
to pufsue peace - with their 
Palestinian neighbours. This 
choice is not an easy one. But 
it offers a real chance to 
achieve a peace with the kind 
of security that Israelis have 
been denied for so long. For- 
tified by the courage and 
determination already shown 
by those committed to peace, 
we will do everything we can 
to help the parties reach Then- 
goal of a lasting, comprehen- 
sive peace with security for 
all.” 

Following is the White 
House statement: 

“President Clinton con- 
demns the tragic act of terror- 
ism that took place in Jeru- 
salem this morning. The 
attack by a suicide-bomber 
against a public bus has taken 
the lives of several innocent 
civilians, and has wounded 
many, including two Amer- 
icans. 

“The president expressed 
his' deep sadness at the lossof 
life and sends his heartfelt 
condolences to the families of 
the victims of today’s bomb- 
ing. The President, in the 
name of the American peo- 
ple, joins with the people of 
Israel in renewing -our deter- 
mination to work together in 
the cause of peace. These, 
enemies of peace will nofi 
succeed. The United States 
stands with Israel and all 
those who work for peace 
and a safer future for the 
people of the region." 
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Afghanistan, Iran set up ^ 
narcotics control body 


I KABUL (R) - Afghanistan 
i and Iran have agreed to set 
up a joint commission to ex- 
1 amine ways of controlling the 
flow of narcotics through the 
region, Iranian Deputy Fore- 
ign Minister Alauddin 
Brujerdi said on Monday. 

He told a news conference 
after two-day visit to the 
Afghan capital that the two 
governments had agreed tne 
commission would meet as 
soon as possible. 

“We want poppy-growing 
areas in Afghanistan to be 
converted to useful alterna- 
tive crops and we want to 
crack down on the flow of 
narcotics across our border . 
he said. 

“The Afghan government 
agreed .to help us in this 
regard and they will send a 
delegation to Tehran soon. 

According to a United Na- 
tions Drug Control! Program- 
me survey, Afghanistan pro- 
duces more opium than any 
other country in the world, 
much of it grown in remote 
tribal regions dose to the 
Iranian border. 

Afghan Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Najibul- 
lah Lefraie said the joint 
commission would examine a 
number of options for tack- 
ling the problem, but the two 
governments had not discus- 
sed concerte proposals. 

Besides his talks with Mr. 
Lefraie. Mr. Brujerdi also 
met embattled Afghan' Presi- 
dent - Burhanuddin Rabbani 
and his main military com- 
mander. Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

Apart from drugs, the two 
sides also discussed ways to 
resolve Afghanistan's long 


civil war, Mr. Brujerdi said. - 

“We are very concerned : 
about the continuing tension^ ’ 
’inside Afghanistan, and we ; 
expressed our hope for an-* 
early settlement here, he;. 

sa jhe conclifct in Afghanis - 
tan has shifted -to- the-? 

northern-central provinces. o£.; 
Samangan and Jowzjaii,, 
where rival Shiite Muslim 
factions are battling for .con- 

nol. ... .. 

Mr. Brujerdi said he was * 

prepared to send a delegation - 
to the northern opposition-- 
controlled city of Mazar-e- 7 
Sharif if ir would help ease * 
the situation. / y? 

But Mr. Afraie declraedj 
the offer, saying:, “These are ; 
domestic problems that we - 
prefer to solve ourselves." 7 ; 

Mr. Brujerdi said his sews- - " - 
dule had included a stop in 
the eastern town of Jalalabad - 
to meet former prime minis- : 
ter and opposition HezJw-. , 
Islami faction leader Gulbntk ; 
din Hekmatyar. But he said - 
the trip was cancelled when . 
he was told Mr. Hekmatyar ' 
was not available. Z 

• In January, Mr. Masood i* 
accused Iran of giving finan- • 
cial support to the mainly' „ 
Shiite opposition Hezb-e- j 
Wahdat Party, which was 
then fighting for control of v 
Kabul and was later ousted 1 
from there. _ , 

But in a remark suggesting 
that Kabul had put the issue 
behind. Mr. Lafraie said be / 
believed the Iranian govern- ' 
ment was pursuing “a realis- 
tic policy towards Afghanis- .1 
tan” and that relations be- 
tween the two sides were. 


3 more Algerians 
to run for president 


U.S. denounces bomb attack in Jerusalem 


PARIS (Agencies) — Three on Nov. 16. * 

Algerian politicians, includ- The country's main mili- 
ing a woman, have tant group, the Islamic Salva- . 
announced their intention to tion Front (FIS), denounced ; 
stand in the country’s .con- the election as an attempt by ; 
troversial presidential elec- the authorities to win lega- 
tions scheduled for Novetn- timacy and vowed to stop the 
ber, the Algerian official - vote. 

news agency APS reported. The main opposition poli- *. 

APS said on Monday-night tical movements have dismis- ,i; 
that Mahdjoubi Chelbia, a _-sed the election plan, saying - u < 
member of the government- ■ '(?* will only prolong violence^, 
appoin ted Transitional , .,and the suffering of Algeria&iS 
National. Ctounril (CNT), be^-28 million people... -. .. 
came (he first woman to’sajf 4 Meanwhile, gunmen fatally -, ; 
riie mil stand for the pres- shot an elderly MusHm dene ■" ■ 
idency. and a journalist in the latest \ 

Mr. Chelbia will run on. pre-election violence, reports 
behalf of the Movement for .said. . 7 \ 


the Youth and Democracy The government- “ 
(MJD) which is led by Hami- appointed deric. 73-year-old r' 

. dou Redouane, a former Salah Bonteine, was fatally 
bodyguard of Algeria's first shot Sunday in his mosque *• 
President Ahmad Ben Bella -following afternoon prayers, ’ 
who was ousted by the milit- security forces said in a state- *7 
ary in a bloodless coup in ment. • 

1965- He was the 54th imamto l.- 

Mohammad Saadi, leader be slain in the three-year-old. *" 
of the eastern town of . insurgency which Ameor- 
Constantine-based Bourne- Ouagueni, 36, who worked-? ■ 
diennist Islamic National for the French-language daily 1 >1 
Front, and Abdul Kader Le Matin, was shot Sunday in : J -I 
Belhai, chief of the Algerian a residential area of the capit-^.' 
National Rally, also al, the newspaper said. 
announced their candidancy. Mr. Ouageueni died of his-^' 
It was not yet dear how wounds Monday, becoming V* I 
they would manage to over- the 48th journalists IdSS r^! 
come the first hurdle by during the insurgency •' ■*>' 
drawing 75,000 supporters’ There was no daim'of 
signatories to enable them to sponsibility for the shootings; 
run for the presidency as the though suspicion fell on Se ^ 
three were from very small Armed Islamic Group. The V 

a 

moderate Islamist mtelleo claimed by the group, knows 1 " 

J ° um ^ lst by its French iritids GIA. 
wte hM(fe the Algerian Re- Callers for the group haw ■ 
newal Party, said on Sunday claimed responsibility for I 
the election Thursdays PiTs bomblttack ' V- 
amd stated he wants to be that wounded 17 neonle near " > 
Algeria’s “man of rebuilding the Arc de TrinnKh? 

government, fighting an and injured iK* “ “ 

and fair presidential elections ^ 



government, fighting an 
armed challenge of radicals, 
raid last week it will hold free 
and fair presidential elections 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 77.1/f MV 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:00 Problem Child 

14:30 Super Champs 

15:00 Tomorrow’s World 

WJO Amadng Stories 

16:00 Families 

17:00 

Children’s Programme — Rahan 
17J0 

Telefilm “Lcs CirtO Dcmicrc* Mi- 


J9HK) 


19:15 


(4-3(1 


14- V AnFMtln4il<-nn- 

20:04 

20-JO 

21:15 

22.-00 

Anything (or a Laugh 

The Bold' and the Beautiful 
Heart of Healing 

22:25, 

22:45 

23J0 

Prism 


PRAYER TIMES 

04-J7. 


nfi;tm . 


I2J8 . 


16:16 . 


19:17 . 


20J9 . 



CHURCHES 

5l. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swetfleh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Tci. 
6327X5. 

St. Joseph Chordi Tci. 624590. 


Church of the Anmmdatioa Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Tarrasancta Church Tel: 622366 
Church oT Hie Amuwdadon Tci. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 630X51. Tel. 
62X543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tci. 
775261. 

Si. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tci. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
X2432X. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tel: 684 195 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Tci. 6S4932 
Church of Nazarene Tcl.fi7569l . 

The Evangelical Local Church in 

Amman 

Tci. XI 1205 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied hy the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Fine weather conditions will pre- 
vail with cloud* appearing at low 
altitudes andwinds westerly moder- 
ate tn active. In Aqaba, wind* will* 
lx northerly moderate to active 
and seas choppy. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Desert* 


17/28 

24/36 

15/31 


Jordan Valley 22 / 36 

Ycstcrdav's high temperatures: 
Amman 2S Aqaba 35. Humidity 
readings: Amman 48 per' cent. 
Aqaba 49 per ccm. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Fakhcr Bclbcisi 663412 

Dr. Mazcn Shawkal X30435 

Dr. Abdul Rahim Mustafa 7446X5 

Dr. Bassam Karadshch 7992m 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nuiroukh pharmacy 623672 

' Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

YiiCOuh pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairobi h pharmacy * 623672 

Najih pharmacy X47632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mohammad A! HHu .... 279773 
Al Oudspharmacy I — J 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Ghassan AI Faqih 
Khalifch pharmacy ..... 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Dcfcpcc Depart men I 661 11 1 
Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency IV9 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police K434U2 

Traffic Police XV6390 

Public Security Department 63(1321 

Hold Complaints 6(15800 

Price Complaints .-...661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints Xy?467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 01.0230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Ahdali Telephone Rcpairii 661101 

Jordun Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 6X01 IKt 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 63638 1 ■ 

RJ Flight information .... UK-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airpon 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Kholidi Maternity. J. Amn 


644281/6 

Akilch Maternity.!. Amn. 

642441/2 

Johal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospiial 669131 

University Hospital 845X45 

Ai-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Ahdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army.ftMarka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 60224W50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgcrv 865199 

ZARQA: 

Ztirqa Govt. Hospital (09)983313 . 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (0919X6732 

AlHikma Modem Hospital (WJWOWfl 

IRBID: 

Prmocss Basra Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (10272275 

IHn Al Nafccs Hoipilol 1112)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied hy 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Tel. (UH)dJ2tltv 
5. where it should alwan he veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

99-J0 Jeddah (RJ) 

09-JS Larnaca(RJ) 

10:10 . Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

‘l<k50' Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

158)0 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 
15:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

1&55 Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

IWM Brussels. Geneva (RJ j 

. 19:10 Frankfurt. Vienna (Pi) 

19:15 London. Berlin (W) 

19:15 Madrid. Paris (RJ) 

20:10 ’. Rome (RJ) 

00-35 Beirut (RJ) 

01:15 Cairo (RJ) 

05:00 Singapore (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


Kk50 ... Karachi. Ahu Dhnbi (PK) 

11:30 Jeddah (SV) 

13:15 — ... Cairo (MS) 

)3:40 Ahu Dhabi (GF) 

lfcW London. Beirut (BA) 

18:30 Athens (PK) 

l*J5 Antalya (TK) 


Duhai 

5***® BcinirfME) 

“2* Sanaa (IY) 

Algiers (A Hi 

Lamaca (CY> 

5*;® Amsterdam (KL) 

: Athens (O A) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 9 

; v Madrid (RJ) 

Kuahj Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 

jVU Bcrijn- London (RJ) 

j,!® Tunis. Casahlancu'(RJ) 

In-in "a V. Isunh ul l RJ I 

niiuQ Amsterdam. New York [RJ) 

§£2 Colombo (RJ) 

SsS Aqaba. Catro(RJ) 

Jill! R^adh. Dh^hran (RJ) 

Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

SS AdoniRJ, 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

"is 

Doha. Muscat (On 
JWO ... Abu Dhahi.-Karaehi (PK) 

552 Antalya (TK) 

: v Duh °'(EK) 

STS LaraacMCY) 

Sanaa ( | Y) 

.ss-— ■ s aa , ^s 


22JJ Amsterdam (KD 

Athens (OA> 

hijaz railway 
train 

f^ a n, CVCTyMt»KtaV 

Sunday 

.... jflO p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

t/pper/tower price nk pcr kg 

Apple ... 

Banana. 500 

Carro?;.;:; 120 

Cauliflower 320/220 

. Cucumbers (lanvV 330/250 

SKT'—n Si!™ 

Figs .... 200/ 100 

Garlic 

Grapes «WS0Q 

Lemon 45U/300 

Marrow (lame) 600/400 

Mulukhii 3X0/250 

Okra ;; 120/80 

Onion (dry j 750 / 600 

Orange . 7 220/ 120 

Peaches ” 

Pepper 

^Pper (sweej 2®' 100. 

Potato 200 / 100 

String Bean* 320/220. 

Sweet Melon «0 

‘omato . 

Water Melon I*V«J 

— 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty- Queen Soar cele- 
brates her 44th birthday 
today. Since the beginning 
of the year, the Queen has 
been particularly active and 
has accepted several new 
international responsibilities 
in addition to her many 
activities and projects. 

She became the Chairper- 
son of the Advisory Com- 
mittee of the United Nations 
University International 
Leadership Academy, which 
will be based in Amman and 
will be the first global lead- 
ership training facility and 
the first United Nations 
institution to be initiated and 
established in the Middle 
East. 

In March, Queen Noor 
succeeded Prince Charles of 
England by becoming the 
first woman and the first 
Middle Eastern President of 
the United World Colleges 
(UWC), which is an equal- 
opportunity education pro- 
gramme with nine colleges 
throughout the world for 
high school students that 
aims to promote peace and 
international understanding. 

She also chaired the 
"Reclaiming Civil Society" 
symposium organised by the 
American University’s Cen- 
tre for the Study of the 
Global South at the L'.W 
World Summit for Social 
Development in Copen- 
hagen. 

On July 22. -His Majesty 
King Hussein entrusted 
Queen Noor with the 


responsibility of chairing 
and establishing the Nation- 
al Task Force for Children 
which will be responsible 
for monitoring and evaluat- 
ing die implementation of 
the National Plan of Action, 
based or the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child. 

Foremost among Queen 
-N’oor'i responsibilities arc 
her dunes as the Chair- 
woman of the Noor A1 Hus- 
sein Foundation (NHF), 
which she established in 
1985. 

NHF programmes have 
successfully advanced and 
modernised development 
thinking by progressing 
beyond traditional social 
welfare practices to integrate 
social development strate- 
gies more closely with 
national economic priorities, 
especially through the 
empowerment of women. 

Building upon Jordan's 
traditions and heritage, the 
Foundation initiates and 
supports national, regional 
and international projects in 
the fields of education, 
women and community 
development, child welfare, 
culture and heritage. 

The NHF projects, which 
are designed to be locally 
sustainable and replicable, 
have received international 
recognition as development 
models for the Middle East 
and the developing world. 

The World Health Organi- 
sation (WHO) is planning to 
establish a regional centre in 
Jordan based on the method- 


MS' 



ology of the NHFs Quality 
of Life Project; while Har- 
vard University described 
NHF’s Institute for Child 
Health and Development us 
"a model for the region with 
the best psycho-social ser- 
vices of any country in the 
Middle East." 

Queen Noor received four 
international awards this 
year, among which are the 
"United Nations Environ- 
ment Programme Global 
500 Award" for her "efforts 
to conserve the environ- 
ment. to promote awareness 


ft: it \+*Vi -ft 
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and to initiate community 
action for the preservation of 
Jordan's natural heritage" 
and the "International Award 
for the Promotion of Devel- 
opment. Democracy and 
Peace" from the National 
Organisation of Arab-Amer- 
ican Women. 

She was also presented 
with an honorary doctoral e 
in International Relations 
from the American Universi- 
ty in Washington for her 
"efforts to enhance the qual- 
ity of life in Jordan and to 
improve international under- 
standing and world peace." 


agricultural agreement 


By Khalil Abdul Salam 

Special to the Jordan Times 

Amman — Jordan and 
Lebanon Tuesday signed an 
agreement on agricultural 
cooperation geared to pro- 
mote trade and facilitate the 
exchange agricultural pro- 
duce as well as technical 
expertise. 

The agreement was signed 
by Minister of Agriculture 
Mansour Ben Tarif and his 
Lebanese counterpart. 
Shawqi Fakhouri. 

In a statement following 
the signing of the agreement 
Mr. Ben Tarif said the 
accord was the culmination 
of three days of talks on pro- 
moting exchange of agri- 
cultural products and exper- 
tise between both countries. 

He added that the agree- 
ment will serve the interests 
of the agricultural sector in 
both countries, noting that it 
is a step on the path of Arab 
agricultural integration. 

The minister said Jordan 
will provide Lebanon's Min- 
istry of Agriculture with 
400,000 saplings of forest 
trees, and will train 
Lebanese cadres in such 
areas as afforestation and 
drip- irrigation. 

For his pan, Mr. Fakhouri 
said the agreement will 


A 
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Lebanese Minister of Agriculture Shawqi Fakhouri Tuesday tours agricultural research 
projects in Baka’a (Petra photo) 


facilitate exchange of agri- 
cultural goods and expertise 
between both countries, 
adding that Lebanon is a 
good market for Jordanian 
products. 

Under the agreement both 
parties will review the flow 
of agricultural products from 
one country to another with 
a view to expanding agricul- 
tural trade in order to ensure 
that market needs are met. 

The two sides aho agreed 
to exchange agricultural 
produce in accordance with 


a Jordanian quarterly plan 
and a Lebanese agricultural 
agenda, agreed upon by both 
countries. 

Under the agreement Jor- 
dan will export to Lebanon 
tomatoes, cucumbers, egg- 
plants. marrow, beans and 
watermelon, and Lebanon 
will export to Jordan pota- 
toes, oranges, lemons, 
grapes and apples. 

The two sides agreed to 
issue the necessary importa- 
tion licences to facilitate the 
flow of agricultural products 


to both countries. 

Mr. Fakhouri, who met 
with Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker Monday 
had said the Lebanese gov- 
ernment was studying a Jor- 
danian invitation to partid-* 
pate in the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) sum- 
mit due in October. 

The Prime Minister was 
quoted os saying that Jordan 
was ready to offer assistance 
to Lebanon in reconstructing 
its national economy follow- 
ing 15 years of civil strife. 


Jordan, Syria hope to facilitate 
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Trade with S. Arabia heads for Zarqa University to open 

positive turn, says minister zarqa — The first country. 


AMMAN (Petra)— Minister 
of Agriculture Mansour Ben 
Tarif Tuesday said that trade 
between Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia was expected to take 
a positive turn in the coming 
days since the recent 
improvement of relations 
between Amman and 
Riyadh. 

Speaking upon his open- . 
ing of the Middle East Fair - 
95 at the Amman Interna- 
tiona] Expo in Marj Al 
Hamam, the minster said 
he hopes that Saudi Arabia 
and Jordan will soon begin 
exchanging greater amounts 
of agricultural products. 

1 The food and agricultural 
fair lasts until Aug. 25 and is 
displaying seeds, pesticides, 
agricultural and irrigation 


equipment, packaging and 
packing materials, olives, 
veterinary medicines, plastic 
sheets, dairy products, poul- 
try farm equipment and veg- 
etables and fruits. 

The minister S3id that sev- 
eral foreign companies dis- 
playing items at the fair 
’.have expressed interest in 
'-launching joint ventures 
with local companies for the 
production of farm inputs. 

Private and public firms 
from 10 Arab and foreign 
countries are taking pan in 
the fair said the minister 
who noted that the fair aims 
at giving the local compa- 
nies the chance to benefit 
from foreign technology and 
expertise in agricultural pro- 
duction. 
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JEA to help in job placements 

Amman (Petra) — Tne Jordan Engineers Association (JEA) has 
announced that engineers seeking employment in the Arab Gulf 
countries should fill in an application form a: the JEA Association 
sources said that its offices have received GOO applications over 
the last two weeks from Jordanian engineers looking for work in 
the Gulf. The sources added that the JE4 has made contacts with 
embassies of Gulf states in Amman, in addition to chambers of 
industry and trade in these states to obtain addresses of approxi- 
mately 10,000 gulf engineering, industrial and contracting compa- 
nies and firms in an effort to find oppominites for unemployed Jor- 
danian engineers. The JEA contacts followed an improvement in 
Jordan's relations with Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


DARAT AL FUNUN 
SUMMER '95 EXHIBITIONS 

• Works of graphic art by several artists at the South Gallery. 

* Photography show "Elements in Harmony" by Hala Hndieb at 
the Blue House. 

• Display of painted stone and steel, “Embargo Art" by Iraqi artist 
Nuh .1 Al Radi at the Garden of the Blue House. 

- “Earlv Morning Scribbles" by Lebanese artist Amin Al Basha 
and jonianian artist RajwaBintAli and "Late Night StyibbJes" by 
Amin Al Basha and artist Aii Bermamet at the North Gallery- 

* Ceramic shop at the lower Garden. 

■ Sculpture by Rajwa Bim Ali at the Open Air Sculpture Workshop. 

- Works by contemporary artists at the Central Gallery . 

* 3-D experiments in calligraphy by Usama Khalidi at the library. 

PLAY 

‘ "Badranah," (in Arabic) at the Royal Cultural Centre at 7:00 
pm- 

CHILDREN'S FILM 

• "The Wind in the Willows, at the British Council, at 7:00 
p.m. 

LECTURE 

•The Document of the Women's Beipng Conference - Jor- 
i danian Remarks,” by Dr. Salim Sweiss and Ms. Suhair Tal 
at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman at 
6-J0 jub- 


ZARQA (J.T.) — The first 
stage of the Zarqa State Uni- 
versity, to be named the 
Hashemite University of 
Zarqa, will be completed 
early next month and will 
open its doors to students by 
Sept. 16 along with other 
universities, according to an 
announcement made TyeSr... 
day by Mudar Bmljm v. 
chairman of the university's 
Royal Commission, while 
on a visit to the campus site. 

The university currently 
comprises 13 class halls, lec- 
ture halls, a library, faculties 
of sciences, arts, administra- 
tive sciences, economics, 
and education, and labora- 
tories, making it the sixth 
stare-run university in the 


country. 

Referring to the progress 
of work on the project, Mr. 
Badran, a former prime min- 
ister, said work was pro- 
ceeding according to plan, 
and the new university will 
initially accept 510 students 
in ihe faculties of science, 
arts, education, economics 
and administrative sciences. 

■ t ( , • ■ 

Mr. Badran said the pro- 
ject, set up on 67.000 square 
metres, will eventually 
accommodate 15,000 stu- 
dents. 

The cost of the universi- 
ty's preliminary stage of 
construction is estimated at 
JD 25 million, according to 
Mr. Badran. 


DaratAl Funun opens 
art festival 

in soothing summer airs 


By May Muzaflar 
Special to the Jordan 
Times 

Amman — From its loca- 
tion overlooking the centre 
of Amman, Daren A\ Funun 
(Abdul Hazneed Shoman 
Foundation) Tuesday cele- 
brated the opening of its 
Summer '95 an festival. 

The Festival, which will 
continue until the Sept.28, 
was opened by Minister of 
Culture Samir Hahashneh, 
and was attended by a 
large crowd of art lovers 
and friends of this cultural 
monument who moved in 
and out of the multi-sec- 
tional building of the 
Darat, experiencing the 
pleasure of mixing art with 
nature. 

The tender light of the 
setting sun intervened with 
the aroma of white jasmine 
and overwhelmed the gar- 
dens which hosted part of 
the on exhibition. 

The programme set for 
this occasion aims at show- 
ing an integration of artis- 
tic activities. Five major 
exhibitions arc simultane- 
ously taking place, includ- 
ing: a graphic workshop 
that has been producing art 
works of several Arab 
artists over the past two 
yeans. 

There are also exhibi- 
tions of drawings, photog- 
raphy and three dimension- 
al calligraphy, showing in 
the different' pavilions of 
the two buildings. 

Outdoors, taking place 
within nature, stands the 
controversial works of 


Iraqi artist Nuba Al Radi 
and the most interesting 
object of the young Jordan- 
ian sculptor. Her Royal 
Highness Rajwa Bint Ali. 

Also a series of lectures 
will be delivered during 
the days of the festival. 
These include: 3-Dimen- 
sionai Experiments in cul- 
ture by Usama Al Khalidi 
(Aug. 29), Graphic Arf in 
the Arab World; Contem- 
porary Art Printmaking by 
Rafa Nasiri (Iraq), Rashid 
Diab (Sudan) and Khalid 
Khreis (Jordan) (Sept. 5); 
Materials in Contemporary 
Sculpture by Dr. Khreis 
(Sept. 19), and finally 
architect Ammar Kham- 
mash (Jordan) will hold a 
slide show on Petra 
through the lens of an* 
architect on Sept. 26. 

Video films focusing on 
world famous modern 
artists (Picasso, Matisse, 
Nagoshi and Calder) will 
be shown from Sept. 9 to 
14. 

Bringing the evening to a 
close, Syrian composer 
and singer Bashar Zarkan 
gave a concert, singing a 
selection of famous Sufic 
poetry set to his own origi- 
nal compositions for oud, 
thus ending a very special 
night in which traditions 
closely embraced mod- 
ernism, in quite a dramatic 
encounter. 


The writer is an Iraqi poet 
and art critic. She con- 
tributed this article to the 


cross border travel, transport 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jor- 
danian-Syrian committee* in 
charge of facilitating transit 
and transport between the 
two countries opened a 
three-day meeting in 
Amman Tuesday with spe- 
cial focus on ways to reduce 
formalities and routine to a 
minimum for travellers and 
goods crossing the .common 
border. • 

A statement following the 
initial meeting, co-chaired 
by Ministry of Transport 
Secretary General Awad Tai 
and Omar Shurbaji, advisor 
to the Syrian Transport Min- 
ister, stressed the need for 
the two sides to accord each 
other reciprocal treatment in 
matters concerning entry 
fees, customs duty and the 
transit of trucks across their 
territory on their way to a 
third country. 

Coordinating policies and 
adopting effective measures 

to combat smuggling opera- Ministry of Transport Secretary' General Awad TaJ (fourth right) and Omar Shurbaji, 
lions, the effective organisa- advisor to the Syrian Transport Minister, Tuesday meet with their accompanying 
non of procedures for over- teams to discuss reducing border crossing formalities (Petra photo) 
land transport that has 

recently witnessed an two sides hope to conclude At the outset of the meet- Jordan and Syria, 
increase in traffic between the meetings by endorsing a ing Mr. Shurbaji said that Mr. Tal said the committee 
the two countries, and con- new overland transport the Syrian side hopes that hopes to simplify proce- 
trol over vehicle axial agreement on these issues the proposed agreement will dunes at the border posts and 
weights are among the top- and covering all matters provide for better organisa- overcome all outstanding 
ics on the agenda. related to the transport of tion of the transport and obstacles on travel and tran- 

The statement said that the goods and passenger travel. transit operations between sit operations. 


Farmers demand stricter punishment for pesticide abuses 


By Marian Nimry ty of Jordan. Rajeh. "It is stored in fat and cultural advice, and that 

Special io the Jordan Times Dr. Mustafa recommended its only way out is through labels on pesticide contaitt- 

more natural methods of breast milk." ers were not translated into 

Amman — Fanners and pest control such as "prun- In a sample of 41 1 Jordan- Arabic. ♦ 

individuals demanded that ing and burning, and using ion women from the north- Mr. Khasawneh, in turn, 

the government apply more natural enemies of pests." em and central Jordan Val- denied those accusations, 

severe punishments against An example of "natural ene r ley. Amman, Zarqa and stressing that the Ministry of 

those who misuse pesticides mies" would be cats used to Irbid, 84 per cent of these Agriculture does provide 

and blamed it for not provid- kill rats or ladybirds to kill women were found to have a farmers with help from agri- 

ing farmers and workers mites. "higher than normal percent- cultural engineers, and dis- 

with educational pro- He said such alternatives age of chlorinated pesticides tributes pamphlets and 

grammes and advice to help would have to be economi- in their breast milk," accord- instructions on the use of 

them produce a healthier cally feasible for the farmer ing to Ms. Rajeh, whose pesticides, but that farmers 

product for consumption. to adopt. 1994 M. A. thesis dealt with continue to misuse the 

These accusations were If that were possible, then the issue of pesticide chemical producL 

hurled at the government at fanning under these meth- residues in breast milk. "Laws passed are not 

a recent symposium entitled ods "would give us healthier "What most people do not being implemented, and 

"Pesticides and Their Effect produce and a healthier understand is that 1 am not punishments take the form 

on Health and the Environ- environment," Dr. Mustafa asking women not to breast of light fines and virtually 

menu" at ihe Queen Zein Al said. feed their babies but asking no prison time," said Iman 

Sharaf Complex. A proposal for reducing the government to set up . Moqbel, a lawyer formerly 

"Pesticides are two-edged the harm done by centres where breast milk with the Jordan Enviroo- 

swords" said Ahmad Kha- organochlorine pesticides in could be examined and mem Society’, 

sawneh, director of the Pes- general, and DDT breast feeding rimes limited “And unless there were 

tieide Residue Centre of the (dichlorodipheny in accordance with the proven cases of mass poisoa- 

Ministry of Agriculture. trichloroethane) in particu- results of these tests," ing.provencasesoffoodman- 

"On the one hand they will lar, was submited by explained Ms. Rajeh. ufacruring or storage near pesti- 

give us better products and Kifayeh Rajeh, a member of Mr. Khasawneh pointed cides. or proven cases of pesti- 

will make it more worth- the Jordan Environmental the finger of blame on farm- ride dumping in drinking wartx, 

while for the farmers to cul- Society (JES). ers for misusing pesticides lawsuits against such abuses an 

tivate their land, but on the "Although DDT was and not adhering to the very difficult to pursue, and cob 

other hand the residues left banned in Jordan in the mid- instructions on pesticide prits are very hard to pin 

may have adverse affects on eighties, it was still being containers and by disre- down." 

human beings and the envi- used heavily until Dec. 31, spect'ing proposed safety "We need harsher and more 

ronment," he said. 1994 to combat flies carry- times (the interval between rigorous punitive actions taken 

Pesticide substitutes were ing malaria, especially in the spraying and harvesting). by the government to deter 
suggested by Tawfiq Jordan Valley area. DDT But farmers present ai the fanners from overusing pesti- 

Mustafa, a plant protection has an accumulative effect symposium claimed no pro- rides and slowly wiling peopfe 

professor at the Agriculture in the body which can last vision on (he government’s' and polluting the environment." 

Department at the Univcrsi- for up to 30 years" said Ms. part had been made for agri- said Ms. MoqbeL 
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Zaire expels thousands of 
Rwanda refugees; 60,000 flee 

_ . . ' . . « ^ „ ___ irwwrR had receive* 


Rwandan refugees being expelled from refugee camps around the Goma area get into 
trucks that will take them to the border under the watchful eye of a Zairian soldier Tues- 
day (Reuters photo) 


GOMA, Zaire (R) — Zaire- 
an troops expelled thou- 
sands of Rwandan refugees 
Tuesday, forcing 60,000 oth- 
ers to flee their camps amid 
reports of looting, beatings 
and rapes. 

At Mugunga Camp near 
the Zairean town of Goma, 
soldiers resumed deportar 
dons by rounding up 
refugees at random at gun- 
point, forcing them onto 
buses and trucks and damp- 
ing them on the border with 
Rwanda. 

Roadsides swarmed with 
men, women and children 
preparing to leave and UN. 
Officials at the scene said 
the situation was increasing- 
ly tense after troops robbed 
and beat up refugees. 

People started throwing 
stones at a young Zairean 
man they accused of trying 
to loot “Thief, thief,” they 
shouted. But the soldiers 
were ebullient, clearly 
pleased to see the refugees 
go. 

In Bukavu town south of 
Goma, deportations were 
stepped up Tuesday, the 
third day of expulsions, with 
2,900 taken, to the border 
and 8,000 en route to a 
crossing to Cyangugu, 
Rwanda. 

UN. High Co mmis sioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) 
Spokesman Peter Kessler 
said up to 60,000 Rwandan 
and Burundian refugees fled 
without food from Luberizi, 
Runingo and Kagoga camps . 
near the .town of Uvira into 
mountains and nearby vil- 
lages. 

“We are very worried 


because there is no safe 
water in the mountains and 
they will soon begin to get 
sick. Apparently some 
refugees have filed from 
other camps in the area to 
escape the Zairean operation 
but we don’t have exact 
numbers,” he said. 

A total of 6,700 refugees 
were expelled by Zairean 
troops on Monday in an 
operation Zairean authori- 
ties said would continue 
until the United . Nations 
took responsibility for' the 
return of tbe estimated one 
mini on Rwandan refugees 
in eastern Zaire. 

U.N. officials said 3,400 
were forced out on Tuesday 
morning and thousands 
more were on their way 
from camps around Goma, 
Bukavu and Uvira forced 
back to both Rwanda and 
Burundi. 

More than 200 refugees 
were forced out by Zaire on 
Saturday. . 

UN. staff were harassed 
by Zairean troops at Mugun- 
ga Tuesday and aid workers 
left the camp, sealed off 
since Monday. 

“The Zaireans seem to be 
more brutal this time. 
They’ve already started loot- 
ing and beating people,” 
said an official. 

Seven refugees with 
injuries were transferred 
from Mugunga Camp Hos- 
pital to Goma. Sporadic 
gunfire was heard in the 
Camp ov ernig ht' and aid 
workers reported gunshot 
wounds to several refugees. 

Zaire expelled 1,981 
Rwandan Hutu refugees 


from Mugunga Monday — 
nearly half of them children 
apparently because they are 
tire easiest for soldiers to 
scoop up and put on buses 
and trucks. 

Mugunga, until Saturday 
home to 150,000 refugees, 
looked dishevelled Tuesday 
after refugees removed plas- 
tic sheeting from their huts 
and hurriedly, packed the 
few belongings they could 
carry. 

Some refugees were 
crammed on to a nearby hill- 
top in a bid to escape depor- 
tation and a trail of refugees 
moved up tbe hill. 

U.N. officials warned of 
potential violence as many 
refugees and former Rwan- 
dan government 
troops in tbe camps 
refuse to return 
home because of 
fears of reprisals for 
last year’s genocide 
in Rwanda of up to a 
milli on Tutsis and 
Hutu moderates. 

State-run Goma 
radio appealed Mon- 
day for businessmen 
to provide extra 
trucks and buses to 
speed up the expul- 
sions. 

Ml Kessler said 


UNHCR had 

unconfirmed reports of rapes 
by Zairean troops of 
dan refugee women re 


C H? S said of the more than 
200 expelled c iturday only 
one man had been impris- 
oned by Rwandan authori- 
ties accused of involvment 
in foe genocide but others 
were jailed for criminal 

activities. . , 

The expulsions violate 
international law and the 
Tutsi-dominated Rwandan 
government, which took 
power after a rebel victory 
last July, has appealed for 
international help ■ to deal 
with foe influx. 


An old woman 
holds a cross Tues- 
day as she sits wait- 
ing to be processed 
by officials after 
having been 

expelled from a 
Rwandan 


camp on 
(Renters pboto) 



Hypn o-doQ Oscar ’ 

is miss in (3 ’• 


EDINBURGH (AFP)- _ 
Oscar, a /SH-ytawB 
labrador receiver who hyp- 
notises people by gazing 
into their eyes, has got? 
missing at the Edntettjh . 
fringe festival, and tberes a 
£5 000 pound ($8,900) - 
reward out “I know it’s akd 
of money but I just 
him back,” said hypnotist 
Hugh Lennon, whose acf $ 
the physician and Fokin 
pub includes invifa^; 
imbibers to kneel in fronted 
Oscar, look him square in 
the eye and be put under, a 
nance. “He’s my pet. Bel 
not just pan of the shqs£ 

T ve had him since he was & 
pup ” said Mr. Leunon^ 4% 
who said Oscar ran off as 
they were _ strolling, ffie 
meadows in Edinburgh 
Monday. ‘ . ’ 


Religious icon used 
to film Greek trial; 
of the century . ' 


ATHENS (AFP) — Apri- 
vate Greek television station 
used a religious icon tolade 
a camera and illegally film a 
trial that has gripped pubEc 
attention here, local news- 
papers reported Tuesday. 4 
The icon representing Christ 
was placed, in accordance 
with tradition, above, foe 
judge’s seat feeing the attor- 
neys’ bench. It allowed foe 
SKAI network station Mon- 
day to hide a camera that 
produced heavenly images 
for television audiences 
who were glued to. their 
screens foal evening. The 
trial has become something 
of a legal and domestic "soap 
opera here with the star- 
attractions a famous' pop 
singer, Tolis Voskopcwdos, 
and his ex-wife Juba. The 


Sao Tome coup leaders 
relinquish power 


SAO TOME (AFP) — Sol- 
diers who ousted Sao Tome 
and Principe's first democ- 
ratically elected president a 
week ago relinquished 
power Tuesday under an 
amnesty deal after failing 
to win support at home or 
abroad. 

Venancio De Moura. foe 
Angolan foreign minister 
who helped negotiate an 
end to the crisis, went on 
national radio to announce 
that civilian rule had been 
restored in this impover- 
ished West African state, a 
set of small islands which 
fie off tbe coast of Gabon. 

Tbe coup leaders agreed 
to hand back power to Pres- 
ident Miguel Trovoada, 
who was elected in 1991 
and ousted exactly one 
week ago. 

“Thanks to understand- 
ing, good sense and a spirit 
of patriotism shown by all 
sides, it has been possible 
to normalise political life in 
Sao Tome,” Mr. De Moura 
said. 

Mr. De Moura said a 
memorandum had been 
signed between the coup 
leaders and the civilian 
authorities calling for a 
series of measures includ- 
ing a restructuring of tbe 
military, btyt with Mr. Tro- 


voada remaining as com- 
mander in chief. 

The agreement brokered 
by Mr. De Moura was 
signed by coup leader 
Lieutenant Quitas De 
Almeida and by foe speak- 
er of the national assembly, 
Francisco Fommato Pires. 

The accord came only a 
few hours after the national 
assembly unanimously 
voted to amnesty those 
involved in the coup, thus 
meeting the main condition 
set by the soldiers before 
they would relinquish 
power. 

■ Ml Trovoada was arrest- 
ed and overthrown at dawn 
on August 15 in a bloodless 
coup organised by a group 
of officers who said they 
wanted to “restore order” to 
foe island republic which 
won independence from 
Portugal in 1975. 

But the coup failed to 
generate support here or 
abroad, with numerous 
countries condemning the 
putsch and suspending aid 
desperately needed in a 
destitute nation where, for 
example, teachers earn $10 
a month. . 

In early reaction, France 
welcomed the coup lead- 
ers' decision to restore 
civilian rule. 


-A Sao :Totnean officer 
interviewed on Portuguese 
TSF radio said the coup 
participants woiild not be 
prosecuted. 

"We signed a document 
saying there will be neither 
persecution, trials nor dis- 
ciplinary action against 
us,” said sub-Lieutenant 
Mar cal Lima. 

He said the mutineers bad 
also .obtained satisfaction 
in a dispute over the make- 
up of tbe presidential 
guard. “The personal guard 
will continue to be trained 
by officers from Sao Tome 
and Principe and not by 
foreign soldiers as die pres- 
ident wanted,” Lt Lima 
said. 

Mr. Trovoada was 
expected to return to tbe 
presidential palace on tues- 
day. After being held at 
army headquarters he was 
moved to an official gov- 
ernment residence on Fri- 
day after the opening of tbe 
negotiations. 

In his statement, tbe 
Angolan mediator thanked 
France, Portugal, tbe Euro- 
pean Union, foe United 
Nations and Gabon for 
their “support” during tbe 
talks. 


Uganda 
army kills 
rebel chief 


I KAMPALA (R) — . Ugan- 
■ dan troops- killed 13 Christ- 
ian fundamentalist rebels, 
including one of their com- 
manders, in a pitched battle, 
foe state-owned New Vision 
newspaper said Tuesday. 

ft was the first major vic- 
tory in months by govern- 
ment, forces over the Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA), 
which wants Uganda run in 
strict accordance with the 
Bible's Ten Command- 


ments. 

New Vision said Major 
Oryem Lagwarmoi, second- 
in-command to LRA leader 
Joseph Kony, was among 
those killed in the fighting 
at Obolokome, near the 
northern town of Kitgum, 
on Friday evening. 

New Vision said the rebels 
numbered more than 400 
and had attacked from 
southern Sudan. It said tbe 
rebels wore Sudanese army 
uniforms. 

Sudan has denied giving 
bases and arms to the LRA. 

Residents have accused 
the army of responding 
slowly to rebel attacks, say- 
ing troops often anive hours 
after foe LRA leave. 

The LRA has fought Pres- 
ident Yoweri Museveni’s 
government since 1987. 


Kashmir hostages 
believed alive — officials 


singer has filed a suit 
against his ex-wife charging 
that she made away with 
four billion drachmas ($17 
million) that belonged to 
him. 


Comaneci not 


SRINAGAR (AFP). — 
Indian officials said Tues- 
day they believed tha^four 
Westerners held hostage 
for more than a month by 
Muslim militants in Kash- 
mir were alive and 
unharmed, addins that they 
were in touch with the cap- 
tors. 

“We have sufficient rea- 
son to believe that all four 
hostages are safe, hale and 
hearty,” official spokesman 
KJB. Jindyal tola reporters 
here. 

“We are in touch with 
them (foe captors), mostly . 
by phone. But there are 
other methods including 
intermediaries,” he saic 
amid reports that the sepa- 
ratist group holding tbe 
hostages would release 
photographs and tape 
recordings of them soon. 

Mr. Jindyal denied 
reports by a Western news 
agency last week that tbe 
hostages — an American, 
two Britons and a German 
— may have been lolled. 

A fifth hostage, Norwe- 
gian Hans- Christi an Ostro, 
was beheaded in the first 
week of August 
“We outrightly deny the 
story,” he said. “The 
authorities have cross- 
checked the report through 
its usual channels and have 


. definite^ - information that 
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tbe? hostages are safe.’ 
Sources close to officials 
said the shadowy A1 Faran 
militant group, believed to 
be associated with the 
Harkat-ul-Ansar group 
which kidnapped two 
Britons last year, would 
“soon” deliver the latest 
photographs of the cap- 
tives. 

The spokesman, howev- 
er, ruled out meeting the A1 
Faran’s demands to free 15 
jailed Muslim militants in 
return for the release of the 
tourists, saying the “coun- 
try cannot succumb to ter- 
rorism.” . 

He said Muslim sepa- 
ratists in Kashmir had kid- 
napped 1,750 people in tbe 
past five years and killed 
about half of the hostages. 

Mr. Jindyal said foe gov- 
ernment bad in foe past 
released detained Muslim 
militants “only a few times” 
to secure tbe freedom of 
hostages. 

But sources said foe 
authorities on Tuesday had 
shifted two of foe jailed 
rebels on A1 Faran’s list 
from a New Delhi prison to 
foe northern state of Punjab 
adjoining Kashmir. 

The A1 Faran on Friday 
threatened to kill the 
hostages — Britons Paul 


Wells and Keith Mangas,, 
American Donald Hutchings 
and German Dirk Hasert —i 
if the Indian army launched 
a commando rescue opera- 
tion. 

Ml Ostro’s gruesome 
murder caused resentment 
across Kashmir, where a 
fornin of 30 Muslim sepa- 
ratist groups and political 
parties observed a day’s 
general strike earlier this 
month to protest tile kidnap- 
ping. 

More than 12,000 people 
have died in Kashmir , 
India’s only Moslim-majori- 
ty state, since 1989 when foe 
guerrillas stepped up a cam- 
paign against Indian rule. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
fomenting trouble in the 
divided state. Islamabad, 
which administers tbe south- 
ern third of Kashmir, denies 
the allegations but extends 
moral and diplomatic sup- 
port to the bloody campaign 
The two south Asian rivals 
have fought two wars over 
Kashmir since their inde- 
pendence from British colo- 
nial rule in 1947. 


dead, just getting 
married - . 


BUCHAREST (R) — 

Romanian-born gymnast 
Nadia' Comaneci, who 
scored the first perfect “10” 
in international competition, 
responded to rumours of her 
death by saying she was 
very much alive, 'and plan- 
ning to many. “I am . not I* 
dead, I am alive, and more 
than that I want to many my< 
fiancee Bart in Bucharest 
next year,” the 33-year-old 
Ms. Comaneci told' 
reporters in Bucharest by * 
phone from her home in- 
Oklahoma. Tbe romanian - 
daily Evenimentul ZUei* 
Monday ran a front-page' > 
story saying it lad been told 
Ms. Comaneci had died but- 
had been unable to check" 
the story before deadline. ^ 


Wine takes on 
‘nutrient* status 


Last bodies removed from worst Indian 


rail crash as death toll reaches 350 


NEW DELHI (R) — Res- 
cue workers were extract- 
ing the last bodies on Tues- 
day from India’s worst ever 
rail crash, which claimed 
some 350 lives and has 
raised questions about the 
frequency of such acci- 
dents. 

Spraying chemicals to 
disinfect rotting flesh in tbe 
monsoon humidity, res- 
cuers used blow torches to 


cut through the twisted 
of the 


metal of the final coaches 
where bodies still lay man- 
gled from the high-speed 
collision early Sunday 
morning. 

Heavy-duty cranes lifted 
debris of the Kalindi 
express, struck from 
behind after it hit a cow 
and was forced to halt 
The next train, the 
Purushottam express, 
ploughed into it at 100 


kilometres an hour. 

Press reports agreed 
some 350 people had died 
in foe crash, with many 
more lying critically 
injured in hospitals around 
foe scene at Firozabad, 200 
kilometres from tbe capi- 
tal. Unofficial estimates 
suggested foe eventual toll 
could be as high as 600. 

Railway officials said it 
might take the rest of Tues- 
day to remove foe last of foe 
bodies. 

Army rescue workers sift- 
ed through foe twisted steel 
along the railway embank- 
' ment, collecting severed 
limbs, piling them on 
stretchers with other human 
remains and bearing them 
away. 

Mounds of coipses were 
piled up outside foe hospital 
in Firozabad, as officials 
wearing linen masks against 


foe stench tried to arrange 
foe bodies for identification. 

The hospital backyard was 
converted into a makeshift 
open-air morgue where rows 
of corpses, many badly dis- 
figured, lay under strips of 
cloth on the muddy earth. 

Groups of weeping rela- 
tives wandered among foe 
bodies. 

“Tbe ’shocking train acci- 
denL.. has come in foe wake 
of several other accidents 
suggesting that there is 
something grievously wrong 
with the railway system in 
India,” the Indian Express 
newspaper commented on 
Tuesday. 

It was foe third major train 
accident this year and there 
have been more than 30 seri- 
ous crashes in foe past 
decade. 

“There is little to indicate 
that the government sees tbe 


decade’s worst train accident 
as anything more than an 
embarrassment,” the Pioneer 
newspaper said. 

“It is this aspect of the 
entire episode that is most 
worrying in so far as it 
leaves little room for hope 
that conective action to pre- 
vent the recurrence of such 
tragedies... will be taken.” 

Prime Minister P. V. 
Narasimha Rao blamed the 
crash on human error and 
told parliament that heads 
would roll if he were given 
wrong information by the 
railway ministry. 

Mr. Rao faced demands for 
his resignation during an 
angry six-hour debate on the 
crash in parliament on Mon- 
day. ' 

Ml Rao, who took charge 
of the railway portfolio last 
week when the minister 
went to London for medical 


treatment, ordered an 
inquiry into foe accident 

Senior railway officials 
said a signalman had given 
the Purushottam express tbe 
green light without checking 
whether tbe other train bad 
left his sector, and the Kalin- 
di express guard failed to 
switch on a flashing tight to 
indicate his train had 
stopped after hitting die cow. 

The Press Trust of India 
(PIT) quoted Northern Rail- 
ways General Manager V.K. 
Aggarwal as saying the sig- 
nalman who gave the green 
light to tbe express had fled. 

India’s previous worst 
train accident was in 1981 
when 270 people were killed 
after a train plunged into foe 
Bhagmati river in the north- 
ern state of Bihar 


MPs boycott parliament 
over renaming main New 
Delhi business district 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Enraged Indian opposition 
MPs boycotted parliament 
here Tuesday over a govern- 
ment proposal to r enamg. 
New Delhi’s main commer- 
cial district after slain Prime 
Ministers Indira Gandhi and 

her son Rajiv Gandhi. 

Lawmakers accused Home 
Minister Shankairao Cha- 
van in the upper house of 
parliament of “tinkering” 
with history, before staging 
a walkout over a proposal to 
rename Connaught Place, a 
circular shopping centre 
lined by colonnades. 

“This is a disservice to 
yourself, - history and to 
those who you think you are 
doing a service to,” sad 
Inder Kumar Gujral, a for- 
mer foreign minister and 
leader of tbe Janata Dal 
(People’s Party). 

VJC Malhotra of the main 


opposition Bharatiya Janata 
Party (Indian People’s Party 
BJP) said there were innu- 
merable pubtic places 
named after the Gandhis, 
India s first political family 
who were leaders of foe 
Congress (I) Party. , 

New Delhi’s international 
airport is named after Indira 
G f Dd ^> who was assassinat- 
ed in October 1984. 

Connaught Place Wa c 
named after the Duke rf 
Connaught who came to 
India to attend foe Delhi 
Durbar in 1911, whenti* 
seat of the British raj was 
transferred from foe eastern 
Port city of Calcutta. 

Rajiv Gandhi was assassi 
nated in 2991 by a 
timber, while campaigning 
for elections which cS 


CHICAGO (R) — So many 
beneficial effects have been*' 
found from drinking wine is ‘ 
moderation that its alcoholic" 1 
content may be better* 1 
defined as a nutrient than a 
*?g» a researcher saicL- 
tthanol increases the level 
of the so-called ‘good’ HDL 
cholesterol,” said Linda 
Bisson of tbe University of 
California at Davis. Is a ^ 
report delivered to the annu- '■ 
ajmeeting of the Ame rican 
Chemical Society, she said 
me ethanol in wine should-' 
be considered a macronutri- - 

ent rather than a drug. . . ; > 


Math, science a Hit' 
with students 
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France urges Australia, 
NZ restraint over N-tests 


An activist of the pro-communist Working Russia political movement stands with a red 
Soviet [lag, portrait of the dictator Josef Stalin and a poster during a demonstration in 
Moscow Tuesday (Reuters photo) 

Chernomyrdin bloc suffers 
blow in regional poll 


PARIS (Agencies) — 
France cautioned Australia 
and New Zealand Tuesday 
to keep their condemnation 
of planned French nuclear 
testing in life South Pacific 
to the level of verbal criti- 
cism of China fur its recent 
teals. 

Paris reckons the two 
countries have already been 
unfairly critical of its 
planned seven or eight tests, 
from September to May in 
French Polynesia, and fears 
that the row could degener- 
ate into a sanctions war. 

“French authorities have 
let Canberra and Wellington 
know that they would ill 
understand if Australian and 
New Zealand reactions to 
French tests were stronger 
than those registered againsr 
recent nuclear tests.** the for- 
eign ministry said 

Canberra and Wellington 
called in (he Chinese envoys 
to the two countries alter 
Beijing's second test in three 
months last Thursday. Aus- 
tralia lodged “a stem 
rebuke" while New Zealand 
said it was “most aggriev- 
ed”. Both stopped at verbal 
protests. 

France hopes “for reac- 
tions of at least comparable 
restraint regarding the forth- 
coming French tests", the 
two-sentence French min- 
istry statement said it did 
not mention China by name. 

Earlier Tuesday, Aus- 


tralian Prime Minister Paul 
Keating blasted France and 
China for showing “disre- 
gard" for worldwide protests 
in carrying our nuclear tests 
despite an international 
moratorium in place since 
1992. 

Speaking in his capacity as 
acting head of the South 
Pacific Forum, Mr. Keating 
said the 15-member body 
was considering demanding 
a U.N. resolution aimed at 
putting “pressure" on Paris 
and Beijing over the issue 

He specifically con- 
demned* China's latest test 
carried out last week 
“China has once again 
shown disregard for interna- 
tional opposition to nuclear 
testing," be said in a state- 
ment issued by the .Aus- 
tralian embassy here. 

“'China and other nuclear 
weapons states must come to 
terms with the imminent ban 
on nuclear testing for all 
time. 

“Forum countries. alOQg 
with others, are considering 
a suitable resolution to be 
put before the U_N. general 
assembly to pressure China 
and France to reconsider 
their testing programmes." 
he added. 

French President Jacques 
Chirac has sparked world- 
wide condemnation with his 
decision to order eight 
nuclear tests to be carried 
out on the Mururoa Atoll in 


the South Pacific from next 
month. 

China was the only one of 
the five nuclear powers — 
the others are Britain, 
France, Russia and the Unit- 
ed Stales — to ignore a self- 
imposed moratorium in 
place since 1992. 

The South Pacific Forum 
groups Australia, New 
Zealand, and 13 independent 
countries in the region. It 
meets annually and has a 
rotating presidency. The Iasi 
meeting was in Australia, 
and it gathers next month in 
Papua New Guinea. 

Greenpeace protest 
yacht arrives off test site 
A green peace protest yacht 
arrived Tuesday at the 12- 
mile (20-kilometre) exclu- 
sion zone around Mururoa 
Atoll in Polynesia, where 
France plans to restart 
nuclear testing in Septem- 
ber. 

Greenpeace spokesman 
John Walters said the 40- 
foot (12-metre) sail boat and 
its five crew members will 
wait in waters off the Atoll 
for a flotilla of at least 
another 16 vessels to arrive 
to protest against the test 
series. 

Mr. Walters said the Vega, 
which has made several 
protest voyages to the AtoU 
in past years, arrived early 
amid speculation that France 
might start the tests ahead of 


time. 

It joins a Danish fiber- 
glass- and- steel replica of a 
Viking ship, the Bifrost, 
which has been sailing the 
area around Mururoa since 
early July. 

France"has attracted wide- 
spread international criti- 
cism for its plan to conduct 
seven or eight underground 
nuclear blasts starting after 
SepL 1 through next May. 

Greenpeace fears ' the 
blasts could harm the 
region's fragile ocean envi- 
ronment. They are also wor- 
ried that radiation trapped 
from a Jong series of previ- 
' ous blasts could eventually 
seep into the sea. 

France maintains there's 
no danger. It argues that the 
tests are necessary for the 
maintenance of its nuclear 
arsenal, and has promised 
the test series will be its last. 

Despite this, countries 
such as Australia fear the 
test plan could jeopardize 
negotiations for an interna- 
tional Comprehensive 
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. 

In Bonn Tuesday, mem- 
bers of Greenpeace held a 
demonstration outside 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
office urging him to oppose 
French President Jacques 
Chirac's resumption of 
nuclear tests. 

About 15 members of the 
environment protection 
campaign body parked a 


truck outside the office bear- 
ing a loudspeaker system 
over which they played a 
version of the traditional 
French song “Frere 
Jacques”. 

“Helmut Kohl, are you still 
asleep? Stop the experi- 
ments, no more tests," this 
version of the song went. 

The Greenpeace demon- 
strators maintained that the 
planned tests would be con- 
trary to European law. 

The protestors face prose- 
cution as demonstrations are 
banned within the precincts 
of the Bonn government 
buildings, a police 
spokesman said. 

Protestors launch boy- 
cott of French wine 

In London, british oppo- 
nents of France’s plan to 
resume nuclear testing Tues- 
day launched a boycott of 
French wine aiming to hit 
MR. Chirac “where it really 
hurts.” 

Central to the boycott is a 
30-second advertising spot 
featuring a sniper with a 
scoped rifle taking aim ai a 
customer at an outdoor cafe, 
shattering, in slow-morion, 
his glass of wine, which 
leaves the man awash in 
blood-like red. 

“Drop a bomb on Chirac's 
plan," says the voice-over. 
“Hit him where it really 
hurts. Say ‘Non.’ Stop buy- 
ing French wine.” 


Chile leader to curb armed 
forces’ political power 


bad oeeu unable » c 
the story before 

Wine take* on 
‘nutrient' eUM 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
• nomyrdin’s Our Home is 
Russia political ' bloc 
appeared shaken Tuesday as 
the final results of a regional 
poll confirmed the crushing 
defeat of one of irs leading 
lights. 

Eduard Rossel was elecred 
governor of Sverdlovsk 
region in the Urals, captur- 
ing almost twice as many 
votes as incumbent Alexei 
i Strakhov, head of the local 
branch of Our Home is Rus- 
sia. the central electoral 
commission said. 

Mr. Strakhov won only 
32.07 per cent of Sunday’s 
vote against 59.9 per cent 
for Mr. Rossel. a former 
secessionist known as “the 
Father of the Urals Repub- 
lic.” 

-Many Russian political 
commentators described the 
result as a major setback for 
Our Home is Russia ahead 
of Dec. 17 parliamentary 
elections, although Mr. 
Chernomyrdin said the vote 
in the Urals should not be 
viewed as a dress rehearsal. 

•“/ would rather not link 
these two factors," Mr. 
Chernomyrdin told reporters 
during a visit to Siberia's 
Altai region. 

“It turned out that his 


(Rossers) election pro- 
gramme better met the vot- 
ers' interests. We should 
' take this factor into account 
in our canvassing cum- 
i paigrt," ITAR-TASS - news 
agency quoted him as say- 
ing. 

Mikhail Leontyev of the 
Scvoduya newpaper said 
Mr. Strakhov lost the hard- 
fought election despite hav- 
ing the Sverdlovsk regional 
administration and central 
authorities behind him. 

“One can only conclude 
that the potential of the 
‘Pony of Power’ as demon- 
strated today does nor guar- 
antee either political or 
material results for the peo- 
ple they put forward," he 
wrote. 

The authoritative Izvestia 
daily passed a similar ver- 
dict. saving the “Party of 
Power” — as Our Home is 
Russia is often called — had 
suffered its first defeat. 

"Tbe first electoral pan- 
cake, which Our Home is 
Russia baked last Sunday, 
has turned out to be lumpy,” 
wrote the business newspa- 
per Kommersant-daily. 

Mr. Rosser? victory was 
also a blow to president 
Boris Yeltsin, who sacked 
the ethnic German in 1993 
after he tried to set up a 


Urals republic with greater 
autonomy from Moscow. 
The Sverdlovsk regional* 
Mr. Yeltsin's home aiwTofa, 
mcr political power base. 

"I would not extrapolate 
this result for the whole of 
Russia because this is a very 
specific region," presidential 
spokesman Sergei 

Medvedev said. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin said the 
centre-right Our Home is 
Russia bloc, created with the 
blessing of Mr, Yeltsin, was 
established only recently in 
Sverdlovsk, a heavy indus- 
trial region dotted with 
defence sector enterprises. 

The bloc was set up as one 
of die possible pillars of a 
two-pony system that would 
squeeze out extremists, but 
it has trailed the front-run- 
ning Communist Party in 
opinion polls, sometimes by 
a long way. 

To make matters worse, 
the second pillar of the envi- 
sioned system — a centre- 
left bloc headed by lower 
house of parliament speaker 
Ivan Rybkin — has failed to 
muster significant support. 

Most commentators regard 
Mr. Rossel’s victory as a 
warning to Moscow that the 
issue of regional autonomy 
could pluy an important role 
in December's elections. 


SANTIAGO (R) — Chilean 
President Eduardo Frei pro- 
posed changes to the mili- 
tary-dictated 1980 constitu- 
tion on Monday to weaken 
the polltictinnfTuende of the 
couniyY ,pdWerfuI aftneef 
forces^ - 

The '’'move followed a 
series of bruising confronta- 
tions between the govern- 
ment and military over 
human rights cases that have 
exposed the limits of Mr. 
Frei’s control over the 
armed forces. 

“Recent events have made 
it more evident than ever 
that some institutions are far 
from working appropriately 
and presidential authority is 
restricted,” MR Frei said in 
a televised speech. 

Elected in 1993, Mr, Frei 
nominally controls the mili- 
tary as commander-in-chief, 
but the real power is held by 
army chief and former dicta- 
tor General Augusto 
Pinochet, whom Mr. Frei is 
barred by law from firing. 

The main change to the 
constitution will be the abol- 
ishment of eight military- 
appointed seats in the 
Chilean senate when their 
current terms end in 1997, 
MR. Frei said. 

Mr. Frei also proposed 
legal changes to give the 
president the power to 
remove senior officers. 


including generals and 
admirals. Although be is 
“supreme commander" of 
the armed forces, Mr. Frei 
can only ask military chiefs 
to sepd an eirant officer into 
■ retirement if he wonts him 
sucked. • • 

Other proposals include 
reducing the military’s 
power over two state coun- 
cils. 

Mr. Frei will also present 
new proposals to uncover 
the fate of 600 leftists who 
disappeared while a military 
government ruled Chile for 
17 years until 1990. Trials of 
human rights violations 
under the military regime 
have become the most fre- 
quent point of friction 
between the government and 
the armed forces. 

AH measures will require 
congressional approval, 
which could prove an uphill 
battle as the military sena- 
tors and the right-wing 
opposition hold the balance 
of power in the senate. 

The military’s lingering 
power in politics has often 
been a point of embarrass- 
ment for Chile’s rulers as 
they seek to project a more 
modem image for the coun- 
try, which has a booming 
economy and is due to join 
NAFTA next year. 
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Security force searching 
Karachi for ethnic militants 


KARACHI (AP) — About 
4,000 paramilitary rangers 
swept through Karachi’s tur- 
bulent central district Tues- 
day searching for ethnic mil- 
itants, who have terrorised 
this port city in recent 
months, authorities said. 

The security force cor- 
doned off dozens of blocks 
in the lower-class lines area 
neighbourhood refusing to 
allow residents to leave or 
visitors to enter, eyewitness- 
es said. 

Residents, contacted on 
telephone by the Associated 
Press, said the paramilitary 
rangers force was harassing 
people, rounding up at least 
one male member of every 
family and putting them on 
buses destined for a nearby 
school. 

They said most of the men 
returned home several hours 
later, but some reportedly 
were still missing and 
believed ro have been arrest- 
ed. 

Interior Minister Nasrullab 
Babaar said police and para- 
military rangers have been 
ordered into several neigh- 
bourhoods of Karachi in an 
attempt to flush out militants 
of the Mohajir Qaumi 
Movement (MQ.M), a pow- 
erful ethnic and linguistic 
group. 

Mohajirs claim they have 


been discriminated against 
since coming to Pakistan 
from India after the Asian 
subcontinent gained its inde- 
pendence from Britain in 
1947. 

In recent months the 
largest faction of the MQM, 
led by 39-year-old Altaf 
Hussein, has been locked in 
a ferocious battle with 
Karachi security force and 
rival factions. 

The violence, that has vir- 
tually crippled Pakistan’s 
largest city of 12 million 
people, has claimed nearly 
800 lives in the last three 
months. 

Gun battles have paralysed 
entire neighbourhoods, 
dozens of alleged police 
informants have been tor- 
tured and killed and nearly 
100 police and rangers have 
been gunned down. 

On Monday two police 
officers were killed and sev- 
eral other officers were 
wounded in a drive-by 
shooting in an eastern sub- 
urb of Karachi. 

By midday Tuesday four 
people had been killed in 
separate shooting incidents 
in Karachi. 

Mr. Babaar said police and 
rangers have been conduct- 
ing house-to-house searches 
in neighbourhoods believed 
to be controlled by Mr. Hus- 


sein’s MQM. 

The government’s crack- 
down has drawn criticism 
from international human 
rights groups as well as resi- 
dents of some of the hardest 
hit areas. 

In a recent report Amnesty 
Internationa] accused Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto’s 
government of committing 
“serious human rights viola- 
tions." 

“During police sweeps 
hundreds of people were 
reportedly arrested . . . Some 
were blindfolded and beaten 
then released within a short 
period but on unknown 
number of people continue 
to be held," the report said 

On Tuesday another resi- 
dent of Lines Area, Moham- 
mad Aslam, told the AP that 
his brother-in-law volun- 
teered lo go with the police 
when they raided his home. 

“He was taken to the 
school and was allowed to 
leave after three hours, but 
at least 15 others were kept 
there and they were badly 
beaten,” said Mr. Aslam, 

Police and rangers denied 
the allegations. 

A spokesman for the 
rangers, who refused to be 
identified, said people were 
being freed after they 
proved their identity. 


Sri Lanka troops kill 15 Tiger 
rebels, news agency reports 
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vows not to let Argun siege 
peace talks with Chechens 


IlKimnl son 


ARGUN (AFP) — Russian 
Premier Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin vowed not to let 
the fragile Chechen peace 
process be derailed as Russ- 
.|f ian special forces Tuesday 
j eCiSfl 0 * crushed a violent separatist 
nSW, . uprising in the town of 
•*u Argun. 

v . As the special forces with- 

, monTON drew from the town after the 
sch^ 5 worst fighting in the rcpub- 
,".S- icHisttf If lie since a ceasefire in June, 

re taku|c .Jjtfr ffi fYfr- Chernomyrdin said dur- 
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on , ^ K rebels would continue. 


visit to Siberia that 
talks with Chechen 


the 
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process and we will not stop 

tiring C - Thosc res P° ns i b!e ** 

organising provocations m 
Sreri W 4 ft Chechnya will pay a heavy 
nveaH *£5# price," he was quoied as 

i saying by ** Imcrfax oews 

a BeS«n 200 and 400 
■P°“ : tn rhechen independence 



?r f headquarters and other 

1 ** f buildings Sunday, calling on 

jar s p f r; R usS ian forces in Chechnya 

' to withdraw. 
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The police HQ was even- 
tually stormed by Russian 
Omo’n special forces after an 
artillery and air attack, but 
the building was empty, the 
Chechens having escaped. 

Coupled with a Russian air 
attack last week quelling a 
nascent uprising in Achkoy- 
Martan 60 kilometres west 
of the capital Grozny, how- 
ever. it showed again that, 
despite talk of peace, force 
is still an easy option. 

Alawdi Khamzaiov, the 
warlord who led the Argun 
siege, claimed he was 
named military commander 
of the town 15 kilometres 
east of the capital by 
Chechen leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev. 

Mr. Dudayev is still a key 
player in Chechnya because 
he controls a large number 
of separatist fighters who 
refuse io implement a mili- 
tary accord signed between 
Russian and Chechen nego- 
tiators on July 30. 

Chechen chief of staff 
Aslan Maskhadov, who 
signed the accord after 


weeks of negotiations, con- 
trols only around 60 per cent 
of the rebels, Russian dele- 
gation head Vyacheslav 
Mikhailov told Interfax. 

The accord was based on 
Chechens handing over their 
weapons in exchange for 
Russian troop withdrawal, 
but the only disarmament so 
far has been in symbolic cer- 
emonies in liiil villages. 

The Russians meanwhile 
have not seriously begun to 
withdraw, apart from an 
announcement last week of 
the departure of a unit from 
Vedeno in the south of 
Chechnya and the transfer of 
soldiers from combat zones 
to the plains. 

The accord also formalised 
a ceasefire agreed on June 
20 and an exchange of pris- 
oners. 

Mr. Maskhadov branded 
the incident in Argun as 
“provocation,” but did not 
rule out the possibility of 
Russian secret service 
involvement. In a commu- 
nique in Grozny, he said 
"elements of both ’parties" 


were involved. 

Tbe military situation is 
even more fragile in the 
absence of an agreement on 
the key question of Chech- 
nya’s status, either as an 
independent republic or as 
pan of the Russian Federa- 
tion. 

Meanwhile a three-man 
team of the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), which 
chaired the talks, arrived in 
Grozny to meet both sides. 

It came after a meeting 
Tuesday of the commission 
monitoring the military 
accords was cancelled. Wit- 
nesses said the Chechens 
arrived 15 minutes late but 
ihe Russians had walked out 
by then. 

Interfax news agency, cit- 
ing tbe Russian army, said 
up to SO rebels had died in 
Argun < — although witness 
accounts put it much lower 
— and just one Russian sol- 
dier. 


Judge sees 
no firm 
evidence 
against 
Gonzalez 

MADRID (R) — The judge 
investigating Spain's “dirty 
war" against Basque separatists 
has found no proof Prime Min- 
isterr Felipe Gonzalez is crimi- 
nally responsible but believes 
statements linking him to it are 
“credible". 

The newspaper El Pais Tues- 
day published High Court 
Judge Baltasar Garzon's expo- 
sition of the evidence, made as 
he decided whether there was a 
case for the premier and three 
other politicians to answer in 
Spain’s Supreme Conn. 

Mr. Gazzon decided refer the 
case to the Supreme Court July 
28 and the court has since ruled 
itself competent to handle the 
case. The publication of his 
exposition gave Spaniards their 
first idea of the strength of ihe 
evidence. 

The case turns on how much 
Mr. Gonzalez knew about the 
Anu-Terrurisi Liberation 
Groups (GAL) which killed 27 
people and kidnapped others 
between 1983-87. 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Iomkan troops have killed 
between 15 and 20 Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas and captured 
an armaments factory in the 
northern rebel-held Jaffna 
peninsula, the national news 
agency said Tuesday. 

In a Monday offensive 
codenamed Operation Drag- 
on fire, government troops 
advanced six kilometres 
from their “forward defence 
localities" at Chankanaai 
and Moolai where they met 
heavy resistance from Tamil 
Tigers, the state-run agency 
said, quoting senior military 
sources. 

It said the armed forces 
lost one soldier and 1 5 were 
wounded in the attack on the 
factory which made heavy 
mortars for the Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE). 

The Voice of Tigers Radio 
Tuesday warned refugees 
from fighting in the rebel- 
held north not to rerum to 
their homes far fear of casu- 
alties. 

It said the armed forces 
launched shelling attacks 


from three camps in the 
north Monday, killing 12 
civilians and wounding 19, a 
claim denied by the military. 

Military spokesman 
Brigadier Sarath Munas- 
inghe told Reuters there was 
“limited artillery fire” dur- 
ing a confrontation at 
Chankannai, near the 
sprawling Palaly airbase. He 
did not mention the arma- 
ments factory. 

’There was no shelling as 
such,” be said in reference to 
the Tigers’ claims. "There 
was limited artillery fire 
which we use when there is 
a confrontation with the ter- 
rorists." 

He said “heavy casualties" 
were inflicted on ihe Tigers 
and confirmed that three 
bodies had been found and 
at least 1 7 had been wound- 
ed. The LTTE are known for 
taking away the bodies of 
their dead comrades. 

Chankannai lies within the 
78 square kilometres cap- 
tured by the military during 
Operation Leap Forward last 
month and which is now 
“dominated" by the armed 


forces, Mr. Munasinghe 
said. 

He also downplayed the 
radio reports of casualties. 
“They didn’t talk of their 
own (LTTE) casualties, iheir 
dead." he said. 

The radio said there was 
shelling from Palaly, Matha- 
gal and the naval base of 
Karainagar on Karaitivu, 
just off the west coast of 
Jaffna. 

It also said troops had 
moved out from Pandat- 
tarippu south towards Sit- 
tankemi but had been forced 
to return. 

The radio wanted refugees 
to stay put as protracted- 
negotiations between the 
government, the Internation- 
al Committee of the Red 
Cross and the government 
agent for Jaffna continued in 
Colombo on when and how 
food and supply ships can 
resume service to the north. 

The relief agency Care 
estimates there are 300,000 
displaced people in the north 
where food supplies are dan- 
gerously low. 
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The Hebron dilemma 


HEBRON IS taming out to be a major hurdle 
facing the Israeli-Palestinian peace talks. Dis- 
agreement about the future of the city is prevent- 
ing the conclusion of negotiations on the expan- 
sion of the Palestinian self-rule in the West Bank. 
At a time when Israeli negotiators seem ready to 
accept the “redeployment” of Israeli troops 
away from all major West Bank cities and towns, 
Hebron is being stubbornly excluded from the 
promised redeployment. The Israeli stand raises 
questions about what Israel hopes to achieve 
from its refusal to reach an acceptable agreement 
about the city. Is Israel using the Hebron card as 
a bargaining chip to be resorted to when the time 
comes for the determination of the status of East 
Jerusalem? Is it too far-fetched to think that 
Israel seeks to make concessions on Hebron at the 
end of the day in return for major Palestinian 
concessions on East Jerusalem? 

Some Israeli zealots and religious fanatics view 
Hebron as one of the holiest of their holy places. 
It is the same tone that we have become 
accustomed to hearing whenever Jerusalem is 
mentioned. To buttress its claim to at least part 
of the city and its AI Ibrahimi Mosque, Israel has 
implanted some 400 Jewish settlers in the heart of 
the city and gave them a right to pray at the 
mosque;, literally shoulder to shoulder with the 
Muslim worshippers. Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat has refused to back away on Hebron and 
insists on including it in the current negotiations 
before the two parties can head for Washington 
to sea] their comprehensive accord on the second 
phase of their Oslo agreement. 

It looks like there could be stalemate on this 
score as long as Israel adds Hebron to its list of 
the “noil-negotiable.” The Palestinian side is 
totally right in calling for treating Hebron 
equally with the ‘other Palestinian cities and 
towns. This is not only a Palestinian request but 
an Arab and Muslim demand on which there can 
be no waivering neither now nor in the future. It 
was wrong in the first place to let few hundred 
Jewish settlers move in to the centre of the city 
and make it their home. Given the ill-feelings 
that still exist between Jews and Arabs, it was 
folly in the extreme to let this happen right from 
the start. 

The massacre of scores of Palestinian worship- 
pers at the Al Ibrahimi Mosque by a Jewish 
settler more than a year ago is a vivid example of 
what could happen as long as the two peoples are 
“mixed” together in such an irresponsible way. 
Instead of attempting to share or divide the city, 
Israel should put it entirely under Palestinian 
control on an equal footing with other Palestinian 
cities from which Israel has agreed to withdraw. 
The Jewish settlers should be given a choice 
between accepting Palestinian jurisdiction or 
leaving from the city altogether. There is no 
other viable option. Israel cannot but realise this 
reality and act upon it in a way that would ensure 
a successful conclusion of its peace talks with the 
Palestinians. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily Monday blamed the bus explosion in 
occupied Jerusalem on the Israeli government and its 
policies against the Palestinian people, ft is natural, to see 
such violence occuring in the occupied Arab lands as long 
as occupation continues and atrocities are committed 
against the Palestinian people day and night, said the daily. 
The Israeli government is wrong to believe that by closing 
the West Bank and Gaza and by sealing off Jerusalem in 
the face of Arab worshippers. Israel cannot achieve 
security or bring about an end to violence, said the paper. 
Only when Israel pulls out its forces from the Arab lands 
and stops the practices of the settlers, and gives back to the 
Palestinians their rights in their lands and water and holy 
shrines can the chain of explosions come to an end, added 
the daily. The Israeli government should expect moTe acts 
of violence in the future because it continues to occupy 
Arab land and should realise that the closure of the Arab 
territories after each act can by no means prevent the 
resistance by Palestinians, continued the daily. The paper 
said that the' Israelis are living an illusion that their security 
is ensured while their government continues to drag its feet 
over the implementation of the second phase of the Oslo 
agreement and allow the settlers to wreak havoc in the 
occupied Arab lands. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour said that it is unacceptable 
to see members of Parliament absenting themselves from 
sessions without due cause at a time when the nation 
expects the deputies to finalise debate of draft laws of 
national interest. Mohammad Subeihi said that seldom 
does a civil servant absent himself from work without 
permission and if he does he risks facing penalties but 
Parliament members escape any censure when they pur- 
posely avoid attending a Parliament session. Furthermore, 
said Mr. Subeihi. the public, which elected these parlia- 
mentarians to represent them before the government, has 
the right to know about any dereliction and. which of the 
deputies continually and without excuse absent themselves 
from sessions because this will help them make a better 
choice in future elections, said the writer. 


By Robert Waller 


THREE YEARS into his 
presidency. Bill Clinton has 
finally spelled out his 
strategy for protecting 
America id the new world 
order. The plan — “A 
National Security Strategy 
of Engagement and En- 
largement" — was released 
by the White House in 
February. The Pentagon, 
relieved at finally receiving 
some coherent direction for 
the post-cold war environ- 
ment. was then able to 
frame its regional strategies 
in terms of the president's 
strategic vision. According- 
ly, in May Secretary of De- 
fence William Perry un- 
veiled the new “United 
States Security Strategy for 
the Middle East.” Both 
documents are useful baro- 
meters of U.S. strategic 
thought. 

The new strategy has 
some commendable points. 
Take, for example, the Pen- 
tagon's rejection of the 
“clash of civilisations" 1 
argument. U.S. officials, 
particularly within the State 
Department, have been at 
pains to emphasise that the 
U.S. bas no quarrel with 
Islam- The military’s en- 
dorsement of this enlight- 
ened view should not be 
overlooked, particularly in 
the wake of NATO Secret- 
ary Genera] Willy Claes* 
notorious remarks to the 
opposite effect. As the Pen- 
tagon sees it, “the true 
clash is within civilisations, 
between extremists and 
moderates.” Extremism in 
this context is not a 
euphemism for hostility to 
Western influences; rather, 
it means using violence to 
further a political agenda.. 
Unlike Hollywood, the 
Clinton administration 
differentiates (in theory, if 
only somewhat tentatively 
in practice) between Islam- 
ists — Muslims who 4 
espousfe Islam as a political 
solution — and violent 
Islamist extremists. 

America's ability to pro- 
ject military power into the 
Middle East has undergone 
a stunning expansion from 
its nadir in 1980 — when 
the failed hostage rescue 
mission in Iran became a 
symbol of American impo- 
tence — to the present day, 
when “it is not unusual’’ for 
the U.S. to have 20,000 
soldiers in the Gulf. The 
defence department esti- 
mates that in 1980 it would 
have required three months 
to deploy a single heavy 
division to the Gulf. By 
1990, hard-won concessions 



The U.S.’ Middle East 


security strategy 


from the Gulf states en- 
abled the initial deployment 
for Desert Shield to be 
completed within three 
weeks. Agreements con- 
cluded following the Gulf 
war have narrowed the time 
frame even further. Iraq 
once again . appeared to 
threaten Kuwait October 
1994, the U.S. response — 
Operation Vigilant Warrior 
— moved heavy units, from 
Georgia to Kuwait in just 
three days. With 20 U.S. 
warships patrolling the (Julf 
and military access agree- 
ments signed with ten Arab 
states, the U.S. clearly has 
the enlargement portion of 
President Clinton’s strategy 
down cold. 

Mismatch between 
strategy and policy 


Such an increase in milit- 
ary capability is sobering in 
itself. Ever more sobering, 
this growth has not been 
paralleled by refinement of 
strategic vision. Careful 
analysis reveals disturbing 
mismatch between the 
putative strategy and actual 
administration policy in the 
Middle East. 

Engagement, the flagship 
of Mr. Clinton’s strategy, 
founders upon the shores of 
the Gulf, where American 
strategy is not engagement 
but “dual containment” of 
Iran and Iraq. The rationale 
for this abrupt volte face is 
never explained, although it, 
begs the question of’ 
whether diplomatic and 
economic engagement is a 
viable strategy for protect- 
ing American interests. If 
so. why does it not apply in 
the Middle East? President 
Clinton asserts a willingness , 
tp enter into “an authorita- 
tive dialogue” with Iran, 


but America has yet to 
launch any meaningful di- 
plomatic overture. If free 
enterprise will promote 
political reform in Beijing 
and Pyongyang, why is 
America pursuing the 
opposite tack with Tehran? 
Does America engage only 
those powers, like China, 
with are too powerful to 
contain? 

Moreover, dual contain- 
ment is a misnomer. Cer- 
tainly American policy to- 
wards Libya, which the 
Pentagon lumps with Iran 
and Iraq as “backlash 
states”, merits the title tri- 
ple containment. If the 
Islamists come to power in 
Algeria, will U.S. policy 
become “quadruple con- 
tainment"? One wonders if 
National Security Adviser 
Tony Lake, one of the au- 
thors of the dual contain- 
ment policy, has finished 
exploring the exponential 
possibilities of his brain- 
child. 

The crux of any security 
strategy is how it addresses 
the questions of when, 
where and why’ a state will 
fight to protect its interests. 
Secretary Perry has boiled 
down the White House lan- 
guage to “three criteria for 
determining whether a 
threat affects U.S. vital in- 
terests”. The first two are 
straightforward enough: if 
it (the threat) threatens the 
survival of the UlS.^or its 
key affies, or if it tlifoatens 
critical U.S. ecoriomihin- 
terests.. The third criterion 
is if a threat poses the dan- 

S et of a future nuclear 
treat. What with threats 
posing dangers of further 
threats, one implication is 
clear: the Pentagon has 
reinvented the tautology. 


Which are the 
Arab key allies? 


The ambiguity is some- 
what intentional. President 
Clinton believes America 
bas an enduring interest in 
“assuring the security of 
Israel an,d our Arab 
friends.” The Pentagon de- , 
scribes the U.S. commit- 
ment to Israel’s security as 
“unshakable”, for a myriad 
of “historic, political, and 
moral reasons" (the word 
strategic is conspicuously 
absent). But are all Arab 
friends key allies? The U.S. 
will intervene to protect 
Kuwait or Saudi Arabia, 
but what of Jordan, or of 
Egypt and Morocco, whose 
governments must cope 
with burgeoning, disen- 
chanted populations? 
American officials have 
generally balked at making 
expansive or explicit secur- 
ity commitments to such , 
nations. As in the case of 
Algeria, they are wary of 
allying the U.S. with a rep- 
ressive regime, thus repeal- 
ing the mistakes made in 
Iran. This leaves some of 
America’s friends in the 
lurch. On the one hand, the 
Pentagon paper identifies 
Egypt as a principal Arab 
partner. On the other, 
politicians know the Amer- 
ican public will support a 
war for oil or to save Israel, 
but little else. Memories of 
Beirut and Somalia linger. 

ThW' article was written 
before the recent develop- 
ments in June and before 
the U.S. pledged to stand 
by Jordan against any' 
“threats”. 


Washington's policy is 
more forthright regarding 
the second criterion, critical 


economic interests. The 
Pentagon candidly admits 
that the U.S. will be even 
more dependent upon Guir 
oil early in the next 
than it is at present. Thus 
both documents stress tne 
importance of “maintaining 
the unhindered flow of oil 
from the Gulf to world mar- 
kets at stable prices" (Pen- 
tagon wording). The White 
House used the more 
loaded phrase, “at reason- 
able prices”. The Gulf 
Arabs can figure out the 
implications. 

As for threats which pose 
tiie danger of future nuclear 
threats, strategists define 
threat as a combination of 
capability and intent (one in 
the absence of the other is 
merely a risk). Iran and 
Iraq have intent but still 
lack a nuclear weapons 
capability; Libya has neith- 
er of the two. The feci that 
all three states are labelled 
as proliferation threats 
rather than risks constitutes 
a priori justification for un- 
ilateral U.S. military action 
against them. "Washington, 
not eager to repeat its. ex- 
perience with North Korea, 
is unlikely to allow the Ira- 
nian nuclear programme to 
reach the “some assembly 
required” point; even if 
• Tehran does manage to pre- 
sent a fait accompli, no one 
believes the U.S. will mere- 
ly buy out their, nuclear 
programme as well. In de- 
scribing the administra- 
tion’s counter-proliferation 
policy, the White House 
document asserts that 
America retains the capac- 
ity (and by implication, the 
right) “to retaliate against 
those who might contem- 
plate the use of weapons of 
mass destruction.” 
Retaliation for contem- 
plation, rather than actual 
usage, takes deterrence to a 
dangerous and fuzzy hori- 
zon. At what point will con- 
templation translate into a 
military strike? Having pre- 
scribed itself the latitude to 
pre-emptively attack any 
potential nuclear threat, 
can Washington resist em- 
ploying such a policy* or 
will -counter-proliferation 
take the form of cruise mis- 
siles over Tehran in the 
near future? The dramatic 
ramifications of. this new 
strategy have generated lit- 
tle comment, so here is one 
worth -moiling over: only 
one state in the Middle East 
has a nuclear capability — 
and history amply demons- 
trates that intentions are 
fickle indeed. 


Middle East International. 


Chinese- American relations need quiet repair 


By Walter Russel Mead 


NEW YORK — The dow- . 
nhill slide in relations be- 
tween the United States 
and China is a dangerous 
develoment. 

The friction is not the 
result of amateurish mis- 
steps by America, or con- 
gressional demagoguery on 
Taiwan. Nor does it reflect 
paralysis in China over the 
struggle- to succeed Deng 
Xiaoping. Something much 
deeper and much worse is 
at work: A potential clash 
between what the two coun- 
tries perceive to be their 
vital interests. 

Unless China breaks up 
after Mr. Deng dies, or 
suffers a Soviet-style econo- 
mic implosion, tensions be- 
tween the . two countries 
seem feted to grow. 

This is hard for Amer- 
icans to understand. No one 
in America wants a di- 
plomatic confrontation, 
much less a wdr, with Chi- 
na. 

Yes, read them stiff lec- 
tures on human rights. 
Americans say. After all, 
we criticise many countries 
for human rights violations. 
It is our national pastime. 
And yes. fight for our. eco- 
nomic interests in trade 
negotiations. That’s busi- 
ness. Bui the public seems 
to have no sense that a 
broader, deeper confronta- 
tion seems to be brewing. 
American diplomacy looks 
increasingly sinister from 
Beijing. 

China is emerging from 
two centuries of weakness 
and humiliation, ft is finally- 
mastering Western tech- 
nologies and economic 
ideas. Many Chinese feel 
that at long last they are in a 
position to command the 
respect and consideration 
they deserve. But. every- 
where China looks. Amer- 
ica gets in its face. 

The United States wel- 
comes the Dalai Lama and 
the president of Taiwan. It 
buries (he hatchet with 
Hanoi and talks about 
“mutual interests” with the 
Vietnam it once loathed 


and fought. 

It stiffens the spine of the 
Southeast Asian countries 
in their dispute with China 
over ownership of the 
potentially oil-rich Spratly 
Islands. It roars tike a lion 
over human rights viola- 
tions in Chinese Tibet, but 
squeaks like a mouse about 
Boris Yeltsin's attack on 
Chechenya. ft continues its 
security cooperation with 
«Japan and, along with 
South Korea, seems deter- 
mined to increase its con- 
tacts and influence in North 
Korea. 


energy Americans devote 
to discussing China's short- 
comings could be usefully 
diverted to perfecting con- 
ditions in the United States. 

Americans' hostility 
seems more surprising to 
the Chinese because we 
were so recently so warm. 
In the 1970s, once President 
Richard Nixon and Henry 
Kissinger broke the ice, 
China was a strategic part- 
ner against the Soviet Un- 
ion. 


Not content with all this, 
now the United States is 
knocking on China's back 
door. American oil execu- 
tives are negotiating deals 
and acting as de fecto diplo- 
mats in Central Asia. 


The more paranoid ele- 
ments in the leadership in 
Beijing talk about Amer- 
ican “encirclement" of Chi- 
na. But even levelheaded 
Chinese see a persistent 
pattern of American 
opposition to their legitimate 
aspirations and interests. 

The United States lec- 
tures about free trade even 
as it opposes China's drive 
to join the World Trade 
Organisation. Americans 
don't think about history 
much, but the Chinese re- 
member that American and 
British merchants, have 
been lecturing China about 
free trade since the 1830s, 
when they denounced Chi- 
na’s efforts to ban “free 
'trade” in opium. 

Now, the Chinese feel, 
American commercial in- 
terests are' as hypocritical 
and self-serving as ever. 
China has discovered ways 
to make industrial goods 
that are competitive with 
American products. What 
does America (Jo but whine 
about its trade deficit and 
threaten China with sanc- 
tions? 

The United States discri- 
minated against Chinese 
immigrants and put their 
children in segregated 
schools. The Chinese still 
feel that some of the moral 


The political relationship 
cooled off in the late 1970s, 
but the economic rela- 
tionship steadily improved. 
China was every business- 
man’s favourite emerging 
market, and under Presi- 
dent George Bush the Un- 
ited States had relatively 
few complaints about 
•Chinese trade practices. 

China today is a much 
freer society than the place 
Richard Nixon visited when 
the Gang of Four still ruled, 
ft is a far better place for 
foreigners to do business in 
than it was 10 years ago. So 
why. the Chinese wonder, 
are Americans so critical? 

The United States has a 
different perspective, 
seeing the relationship in 
the context of its wider 
Asian policies. 


During the 19th and 20th 
centuries, U.S. power and 
responsibility on the Pacific 
Rim grew steadily. ■ After 
World War II, America 
assumed the same position 
in Asia that it held in 
Europe: Guaranteeing sta- 
bility by ensuring that no 
one country became strong 
enough to dominate the 
rest. Now that the Soviet 
Union has disappeared, 
China is becoming strong 
enough to challenge the 
Pacific Rim balance of pow- 
er. Already, Americans 
worry, it is throwing its 
weight around in the re- 
gion. 

By threatening its neigh- 
bours over the Spratly Is- 
lands and by taking a' bel- 
ligerent tone with Taiwan, 
China seems to be acting 
like the kind of bad neigh- 


bour that the United States 
needs to deter. 

Yet Americans also see 
the .Communist leadership 
as clearly unstable. Many of 
China’s best and brightest 
have been alienated by the 
regime. The struggle to suc- 
ceed the aging Deng Xiaop- 
. ing reveals the weakness of 
China's political institutions 
and the fragility of its social 
order. 

China’s record abroad is 
equally troubling. Even 
sympathetic observers think 
that China may not really 
know what it wants. Its 
policy lurches from con- 
frontation to conciliation, 
and any extension of 
Chinese influence tends to 
have a destabilising effect. 

In the circumstances, 
America and other coun- 
tries have no choice but to 
treat China with caution. 
Growing Chinese strength 
worries China’s neighbours, 
causing them to strengthen 
their ties with America. 
This worries China, which 
tries to parry American di- 
plomacy and break out of 
the perceived encirclement. 
Washington responds with 
greater efforts, and so on. 

Cycles like this can lead 
to wars. In the early 20th 
century, Britain feared 
Germany's growing power, 
and Germany feared British 
encirclement. Both sides 
lurched towards a con- 
frontation, each sincerely 
convinced that it was acting 
defensively and from the 
noblest of motives. 

The United States and 
China will have a hard time 
reaching an understanding. 
Neither country trusts the 
other. Their political, eco- 
nomic and cultural systems 
are so different that they 
have trouble understanding 
each other. 

If China stays united and 
continues to grow, it will 
indisputably become the 
leader of its region. The 
Chinese need to learn that 
power does not flow from 
the barrel of the gun. Lead- 
ership and dictatorship are 
not the same thing. 

China needs to find ways 


to avoid confrontation as it 
consolidates its new posi- 
tion. Economic advantage, 
political sensitivity and 
stable institutions can cre- 
ate a positive international 
environment for' a strong, 
rich and united China. 

Beyond this, China needs 
to deploy' a virion of its 
place in the region and the 
world. It needs to safeguard* 
its interests without thre- 
atening the neighbours — 
and without triggering 
American instincts of 
opposition. 

America must also do 
some thinking. What is the 
U.S. vision for China’s role 
in the world? How can 
America design a special 
relationship with China? 
How can it balance China a 
right to an enhanced re- 
gional profile with Amer- 
ica’s interests and commit- 
ments? 

There are steps Washing- 
ton can take immediately. 
The most important have to 
do with Taiwan. The one- 
China policy is the corner- 
stone of the U.S. Chinese 
relationship and should be 
reaffirmed by .a congres- 
sional resolution. Washing- 
ton should refrain from re- 
sponding to Chinese milit- 
ary maneouvres with shows 
of force. And America 
should give its missionary 
instincts a rest, ft has left 
China in no doubt about 
U.S. dissatisfaction with its 
human rights policies, ft 
might be worth changing 
the subject for a while. 

In the longer-term, by 
supporting quick Chinese 
membership in the World 
Trade Organisation on 
reasonably favourable 
terms. Washington would 
not only ease Chinese con- 
cerns but also engage China 
in a multilateral forum for 
discussions of trade prob- 
lems. 


The writer, a fellow at the 
World Policy Institute at 
the New School for Soda} 
Research in New York 
Gty, contributed this com- 
ment to The New York 
Times. 
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Labour relations in Jordan, 
Ijjce everything else, for that 
matter, have a style of their 
own. The foreign investor 
who contemplates setting up 
shop to this country would 
be well advised to learn and 
apply them if he wants his 
enterprise to prosper; 


The first rule concerns, 
recruitment. Foreigners 
have a silly approach where 
they draw organisational, 
charts with lines aJU over the 
place, squares, titles, job 
descriptions, and the quali- 
fications required for each 
position. This is an unadul- 
terated waste of time. In 
Jordan we dispense- with 
form and go directly to the 
substance. We identify the 
principal client (or the per- 
sonage whose good will is 
Deeded for the successful 
.conclusion of a ’deal) and 
employ someone from his 
tribe. This practice bas the 
advantage of sparing us the 
bother of screening candi- 
dates. You need only visit 
the personage concerned 
under any pretext, and nine 
timp-c out of ten, he would 
pull a jobless relation out of 
a hat and attach him to your 
personnel. 

So, now that you have 
your staff member, you may 
wonder what to do with 
him. After a short time in 
Jordan you will discover 
that such contemplation is a 
waste of mental energy. 
.Whichever job title and' 
responsibilities you entrust 
to youx Jordanian employee, 
the result is one: You see, 
the ' Jordanians 4 thirst , for 
knowledge is so strong that 
'■ your staff will, -devote' theft 
; entire careers' to improving 
their minds by endlessly 
reading the obituary 
columns In the dailies, and 
debating the finer points of 
world politics. This, if the 
reader will pardon die 
digression, explains why 
our Arabic dailies are twice 
as big working days than' 
on weekends. Finally, 
comes the day when you 
need the return favour from 
your staffer’s relation in 
high office, whereupon you 
invite both for a mansaf In 
course of this sumptuous 
meal the person of conse- 
quence will digest the finer 
points of your proposal, and 
acknowledge the advisabili- 
ty of granting you the con- 
tract Once this point is 
achieved, you can proceed 
to employ as many foreign- 
ers as you need to do the 
work involved, should the 
whim take you to fulfil your 
part of the agreement 
By now you will be won- 
dering if the extra wages 
will not raise the cost of the 
project to uneconomic pro- 
portions. This is where Jor- 
dan’s system of labour rela- 
tions saves the day. People 
m Jordan are not expected 
to live off their wages. Con- 
sequently, you contract your 

staff fthe ones that work, not 

tne ones that bring in the 
business) for monthly ■ 
salaries that cannot see them 
through a week, and make ' 
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Apocalypse now — or never? French wonder what nuke tests will do 


By William J. Role 
TV Av>oaated Press 

PARIS — In nightmarish 
detail, Pierre Vincent dc- 
'cribes the Cataclysmic 
chain reaction he thinks 
France could trigger by sel- 
ling off 4 nuclear test blast 
under an island in the South 
Pacific. 

Irt his doomsday scenar- 
io. the shock wave "r applet u 
brittle undersea volcano. 
Thar triggers a tidal wave 
that tears open the sea floor 
and unleashes vast amounts 
of radioactivity, forever 
spoiling a tropical paradise. 

CTesi impossible, scoffs 
Yves Galland. He's con- 
vinced that detonating ato- 
mic weapons a half-mile be- 
low the surface of coral - 
encrusted Mururoa A roll in 
French Polynesia will re- 
lease no more radiation 
than what’s already m the 
Paris subway. 

That gulf between Mr. 
Vincent, a respected 
geologist, apd Mr. Galland, 
a "cabinet minister, under- 
scores the debate now 
polarising the French. Just 
what will happen when 
France sets off the first of 
eight planned blasts next 
month on Mururoa, 
southeast of Hawaii? Apo- 
calypse now? Or never? 

Paris these days is a nuc- 
lear cafe buzzing with divi- 
sive test talk. 

"Reports contradict each 
other, experts oppose ex- 
perts." the newspaper L'est 
Rcpblicain grumbled in an 
editorial this week. “One 
says white: No health 
hazard. The other says 
black: Watch out for 
radioactive leaks.*’ 

France says seven or 
eight blasts are needed to 
develop computer simula- 
tions that will make further 
testing unecessary, and has 
promised to sign a global 
test ban treaty next year. 


President Jacques Chirac, 
who announced in June he 
would break a ihrce*yeaf- 
old testing moratorium, in- 
sists the tests will pose "no 
ecological- harm." 

Trying to quell an inter- 
national outcry — and 
counter French television's 
misleading use of a 
mushroom cloud to symbol- 
t$e the tests — France 
issued a report this month 
that makes it sound as 
though exploding a war- 
head underground is about 
as seismtcally exciting as 
lighting up a Gauioise 
cigarette. 

The report said the 
world’s three primary 
sources of artificial radia- 
tion are atmospheric nuc- 
lear weapons tests, major 
nuclear accidents and byp- 
roducts of nuclear energy 
production not the type 
of underground testing 
France wants to resurhe. 

After 30 years of under- 
• ground tests, "the percen- 
tage of radionudcids in 
French Polynesia is less 
than that of France or 
northern Europe." said 
Gen. Michel Boilcau. direc- 
tor of France’s nuclear test 
centre. 

Yer many scientists dis- 
agree on what new tests will 
do. even though the French 
government has otfrred to 
Fet them scrutinise the test 
site. 

Fearing rhar a test acci- 
dent could leak radioactive 
material into the ocean. 8U 
scientists from around ihc 
worid have signed a call by 
the Greenpeace ecology 
group for an immediate en- 
vironmental study. And 
UNESCO, the U.N. Cultu- 
ral Agency, has warned that 
little is known about the 
long-term effects of such 
blasts. 

“The sites have become 
an unregulated dump for 
very strong radioactive 


wise** 



Sucked French 
(left) and (cade 
Oscr Teninru 
waste." said Dr. PjuJ John- 
ston of Greenpeace's re- 
search laboratory in Exeter. 
England. 

France has set off 21)4 
nuclear blasts since 1960. 
when President Charles dc 
Gaulle brought the country 
into the atomic age. France 
stopped testing above 
ground in 1974 and bored a 
test tunnel beneath Murur- 
oa. where it has conducted 
13# underground blasts. 

Mr. Vincent, of the Cen- 
tre for Volcanic Research in 


Archbishop and social activist Jacques Gailot 
r of Tahiti’s opposition Tavini Huiraatira party- 
hold each other in front of Greenpeace’s 


Rainbow Warrior while taking part in protests against 
France’s plans to conduct nuclear tests in the Pacific starting; 
September (AFP photo) 


Clermont-Ferrand in 
Southern France, contends 
ail that nuclear pounding 
has fractured (he atoll and 
conditions are ripe for dis- 
aster. He fears that re- 
newed testing could col- 
lapse part of Mururoa’s 
long-extinct undersea vol- 
cano and expose radiation 
meant to stay in the bowels 
of the Earth. 

"It could lead to very 
strong radioactive pollu- 
tion," he said. 

Not a chance, contend 


others in the scientific com- 
munity. 

"Done correctly , the en- 
vironmental effects are neg- 
ligible," said Chuck McWil- 
liam. operations director 
for the U.S. Department of 
Energy's Nevada nuclear 
lest site, who h3S monitored 
Russia’s underground rest 
programme. 

“When the device goes 
off it melts the Earth 
around it and forms a poll 
that soldifies like glass, and 
99.99 per cent of the con- 


in 

uminants stay there." he 
sai(l«“lt may put fissures in 
the floor of the sea. but it’s 
nor going to release any- 
thing measurable." 

Scientists in Australia 
and New Zealand — where 
test opposition has been 
fiercest — said much the 
same thing in a report this 
week that concluded any 
health risks “likely would 
be small." 

Even so. there is anec- 
dotal evidence suggesting 
numerous birth defects and 


certain cancers among 
islanders living near the test 
site. Hans Veeken. of the 
charity Doctors Without 
Borders, writes in issue of 
the British Medical Journal 
that children are being bom 
without an anus. 

Many scientists agree 
that France's insistence on a 
final round of tests has 
Jeopardised efforts to get 
the nuclear powers to sign a 
test ban treaty by the end of 
1996. France itself admits 
that some of the rests are to 


try out a new warhead. 

That may be the biggest 
reason for Mr. Chirac to 
reconsider, says the inter- 
national society of doctors 
for the environment, a 
group representing physi- 
cians and scientists from 
France and 64 other coun- 
tries. 

New tests “are incom- 
patible with ci new world 
order where people are 
fighting to ass ure conditions 
for a lasting and peaceful 
life on the Earth." it said- 




Pelletreau briefs King 


(Coutinned from page 1) 

undermine its economic in- 
terests with its one-time 
largest export market. 

The King has rejected re- 
ports that the U-S. was press* 
uring Jordan to sever its links 
with Iraq and said Washing- 
ton had not requested Am- 
man to do anything in this 
regard. 

President Clinton has 
pledged that the U.S. would 
defend Jordan against any 
Iraqi military threat. Bagh- 
dad has rejected out of hand 
Washington's suggestion that 
Iraq posed a threat to Jordan 
as a result of the granring of 
asylum to Gen. Hassan and 
described it as an American 
“ hallucination." 

Iraq’s government-guided 
media have scoffed at what 
Baghdad sees as U.S. 
attempts to undermine 
Jordanian-Iraqi relations. 
“U.S. efforts to sabotage our 
relations with Jordan are 
sterile and ridiculous and no- 
body can believe that Iraq 
has massed troops on the 
border with Jordan,” said the 
AI Thawra newspaper, the 
mouthpiece of the ruling 
Arab Socialist Baathist Party. 
iThe VJ .S. has spoken only of 
a perceived Iraqi threat to 
Jordan and did not make 3ny 
reference ro any troop move- 
ment near the border with 
the Kingdom). 

“Iraq is always keen to 
develop its relations with Jor- 
dan because it is conscious 
that Washington wants to 
sow discord and sabotage 


inter-Arab relations." added 
AI Thawra. 

Replacing Iraq by the Gulf 
states as Jordan’s oil supplier 
- 1 will advance the U.S. quest 
. to isolate Baghdad. But there 
has been no indication so far 
that Jordan had sought such 
an arrangement and had 
agreed to go along with the 
American effort to bring in 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
into the scene. 

Jordan gels 50.000 barrels 
of crude oil and 20,000 bar- 
rels of. fuel oil per day from 
Iraq under an exemption 
granted by the U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee. Pan of the 
cost of the oil is settled in 
food and medicine and part is 
adjusted against Iraqi debts 
to Jordan incurred during the 
1980s. 

An unidentified Kuwaiti 
member of parliament — 
who was reportedly briefed 
on Mr. Pelletreau’s talks with 
Sheikh Jaber on Monday — 
was quoted as saying by the 
French news agency, AFP, 
that the U.S. official aske'd 
the emir to consider oil sup- 
plies to Jordan. 

On Tuesday. Kuwaiti Oil 
Minister Abdul Mohsen AI 
Mudej was quoted as saying 
by Reuters that Kuwait had 
received no request to supply 
oil to Jordan but would con- 
sider it if the issue was raised 
in the future. 

“We have received to no 
such request," Mr. Mudej 
was quoted as saying. "If and 
when we receive it. wc will 
discuss it." 


Jordan welcomes Kuwaiti stand 

to tighten the isolation of the 
Iraqi regime for the benefit of 
the Iraqi people, for whom 
everyone cares." 

Sheikh Sabah said Mon- 
day's talks between the emir 
and Mr. Pelletreau covered 
the defection of Iraai Minis- 
ter of Industry Hussein 
Kamel Hassan. 

They also discussed the 
"bother” Jordan had experi- 
enced as a result of the defec- 
tions, he said. 

Sheikh Sabah also said no 
request for Kuwaiti oil for 
Jordan had been made at the 
talks and noted Jordan was 
still being supplied with Iraqi 
oil. But if the issue arose 
Kuwair would discuss it with 
Saudi Arabia and other Gulf 
Arab countries. 


(Continued from page 1) 

whose relations with Jordan 
were strained during the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis, was will- 
ing to study oil supplies to the 
Kingdom. 

Sheikh Sabah, in com- 
ments carried by Reuter, in- 
dicated that senior U.S. en- 
voy Robert Pelletreau had 
raised the issue in talks with 
the emir. Sheikh Jaber AI 
Ahmad AI Sabah, on Mon- 
day. , 

do not exclude the sub- 
ject (of oil)." Sheikh Sabah 
Al Ahmad was quoted as 

highness the emir said 
the door is open and is not 
ciosed," the minister said, 
adding: "Everyone’s goal is 


U.S.: No sign of invasion plan 

(Continued front page I) 


we arc watching it very care- 
fully. In the meantime, we’re 
taking prudent actions." 

Mr- Perry said Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein could 
not be trusted, despite his 
recent disclosures to United 
Nations arms inspectors ab- 
out Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction. “He has de- 
ceived us many tunes m the 


past." Mr. Perry said. 

Iraq has protested to the 
United Nations over alleged 
violations of its territorial wa- 
ters bv U.S. and British pat- 
rols, Baghdad's state-run 
newspapers reported, 

The papers, carrying an 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
despatch from New- York, 
said Iraq made the protest »n 
a detailed letter submitted to 
the United Nations. 


Jordan weighing its options 


(Continued from page 1) 


said in an article 
last week that by allowing 
Washington to provide pro- 
tection to Jordan in case it 
needed it. “the Jordanian 
Monarch handed Clinton a 
free chance to show, once 
more, how tough the 
American president can be 
on Iraq." 

Scepticism remains 
among those Jordanians 
• who defend the policy of 
non-interference and who 
rite a long list of reasons 
why Jordan should do no- 
thing at the present, 
arguing that maintaining 
the status quo would better 
serve the Kingdom's real 
interests. 

Proponents of continued 
neutrality argue that Jor- 
dan cannot lose if it re- 
mains steadfast in its policy 
of non-imerfcrence, a poli- 
cy that they say has been 
accepted by friends and 
foes alike in the wake of 
the Gulf war. 

In facr, they believe (hat 
Jordan cannot- do more 
than maintain its current 
balanced role vis-a-vis Iraq, 
citing a number of reasons, 
not least of which are the 
economic benefirs of being 
the only gateway to Iraq 
and the preferential treat- 
ment Iraq provides to Jor- 
dan in oil supplies. 

According to published 
statistics, Jordan receives 
oil worth $500 million 
annually from Iraq and it 
pays for only half of it in 
barter agreements for 
Jordanian medicine and 
food. Iraq also owes Jordan 
$1.1 billion in debts and 
accounts for about 20 per 
cent of all Jordanian ex- 
ports. 

The proposed alternative 
of depending on Washing- 
ton’s promises for assist- 
ance or on Saudi Arabia for 
reinstating aid to its ' pre- 
Gulf levels, these analysts 
say, cannot be a viable op- 
tion since even if their lead- 
ers wished to assist Jordan 
the Gulf countries may not 
be able to deliver on their 
promises. 

At the end of U.S. Assis- 
tant Secretary of Slate for 
Near Eastern Affairs 
Robert Pclletreau’s first 
visit to Ammon last week 
and on the heels of reports 
from Washington that Jor- 
dan was being asked to cut 
its trade and economic 
links with Iraq, a leading 
Jordanian columnist ques- 
tioned whether the Amer- 
icans would be able to 
make up the losses that 
Jordan would incur as a 
result of boycotting Iraq. 

"It would be a similar 
situation to that we were in 
after the peace treaty with 
Israel when the dividends 


of peace rhai we were 
promised by the Americans 
never materialised," Fahd 
Al F?nek. wrote in the Al 
Ra’i Arabic daily. 

Saudi Arabia, which suf- 
fers from its own financial 
problems as a result of the 
huge expenses incurred by 
the Gulf war, is not in a 
position to give Jordan 
much financial aid, and 
even if it was it cannot be 
depended on to stick to 
long-term deals after its de- 
mands from Jordan are ful- 
filled, analysts say. 

Proponents of the hands 
off policy vis-a-vis Iraq also 
warn against measures to 
tighten the noose around 
Iraq, which may very well 
mean closing the borders, 
since these could last for 
years and would necessarily 
"suffocate the people we 
want to save before suffo- 
cating the regime." 

Even if intelligence re- 
ports indicate that rhe Iraqi 
regime was hard hit by the 
defection of Gen. Kamel, 
the proponents say that the 
regime may not be ready 
for collapse yet, and dis- 
turbing the status quo vis-a- 
vis Iraq, if it fails to topple 
the regime, "could invite 
destabilisation attempts 
against Jordan by Iraq,” as 
one analyst puts it. 

“We do not feat an out- 
right attack by Iraq because 
it does not have the milit- 
ary power to stage such an 
attack at this time, but des- 
tabilisation attempts could 
be just as harmful to the 
stability of Jordan," the 
analyst says. 

Rejection by public opin- 
ion and parliament of any 
Jordanian role in interfer- 
ing with the system of gov- 
ernment in Iraq has already 
put pressure on the govern- 
ment, which was quick to 
send out statements stres- 
sing lhat Jordan would not 
interfere in Iraq’s internal 
affairs. 

Analysts believe that 
statements made by King 
Hussein and the govern- 
ment on the same day ear- 
lier this week indicate that 
Amman will, for now, 
maintain the status quo in 
relations with Iraq. 

In answering questions 
by reporters following a 
Cabinet meeting Saturday, 
part of which he chaired, 
the King did not repeat his 
call for change in Iraq, but 
he nevertheless strongly in- 
dicated that his concern 
was for the Iraqi people 
and not for the regime. 

The government for its 
part, maintained in its brief 
statement that while it 
cared for Iraq’s territorial 
integrity and sovereignty, it 
vieiyed Jordan’s vital and 
strategic interests as the top 
priority in any considera- 
tion for future moves. 


Ekeus meets Iraqi defector 


(Continued from page 1) 

by the U.N. followed the war 
that evicted Iraq from Kuwait 
in February 1991. 

The Iraqi leadership has 
agreed to cooperate com- 
pletely with the U.N. Special 
Commission and provide all 
missing information about 
the country’s weapons pro- 
grammes, the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) reporxed. 

The ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council jnd the 
leadership of the Arab 
Socialist Baathist Party 
reached the decision on 
Monday during a meeting 
chaired by President Saddam, 
the news agency said. 

In a related development, 
a senior Iraqi official was 
quoted as placing the blame 
for the missing information 
on Gen. Hassan. the 
defector. 

Gen. Amer Rasheed. who 
succeeded Gen. Hassan as 
head of the Iraqi Military 
Industrialisation 
Organisation after the defec- 
tion, told Jordanian journal- 
ists visiting Iraq that Gen. 
Hassan had hidden files 
containing the information 
in his farm. 

According to Gen. 
Rasheed. who was one of the 
key figures in contacts be- 
tween Iraq and the U.N. 


Special Commission headed 
by Mr. Ekeus, said security 
forces, "acting on a tip-off," 
took Mr. Ekeus ro Gen. 
Hasson’s farm on Sunday and 
handed over the files, which 
were kept in an iron cup- 
board. 

“These important files 
were discovered in the pres- 
ence of Mr. Ekeus who was 
keenly interested in the in- 
formation.. ..Which deprives 
Hussein Kamel of the impor- 
tance ’of the information that 
he might give to Mr. Ekeus 
during their meeting in 
Amman,” Gen. Rasheed told 
the journalists. 

According to the general, 
the defector had given "strict 
instructions'’ to concerned 
Iraqi officials not to give 
Mr. Ekeus any "detailed 
information" on Iraq's 
nuclear and biological 
warfare programmes “to 
prolong ihe sanctions on 
Iraq.” 

Gen. Hassan has said that 
he was not in a position to 
"hide or reveal” anything to 
the U.N. Special 
Commission simply because 
he wjs not in charge of deal- 
ing with the panel. All deal- 
ings with the commission 
were directly guided by 
President Saddam Hussein 
himself, according to Gen. 
Hassan. 


Israel, PLO resume talks 


(ConOutd from 


1) 


Baram said. 

At the bombing scene in 
the Ramat Eshkol neighbour- 
hood in northern Jerusalem, 
grieving Israelis placed 
dozens of memorial candles 
on the sidewalk washed clean 
of blood and twisted metal. 

Some cried, while others 
prayed silently, their heads 
bowed. Several handwritten 
notes containing 'the prayer 
“Hear, oh Israel (Shema, 
Israel)" were stuck into a 
nearby fence. 

“I think they should con- 
tinue the negotiations," said 
Eli, a Ramat Eshkol resident 
visiting the scene. "I don't 
see any reason to give a prive 
to terrorists for the acts thev 
do.” 

Monday’s morning rush 
hour explosion tore through 
two crowded Jerusalem 
buses, killing five people, in- 
cluding an American teacher. 
Of the more than 100 in- 
jured, 28 remained hospital- 
ised Tuesday, including six in 
serious condition. 

Israel’s newspapers carried 
large front-page pictures 
showing the twisted wreckage 
of the bus and head shots of 
the three victims identified so 
far. 

‘‘The saddest thing is thai 
these attacks have become 
routine." the Maariv daily 


wrote in an editorial Tues- 
day. 

Israeli troops, meanwhile, 
enforced rhe closure of the 
West' Bank and Gaza Strip 
imposed after the bombing. 
The travel ban, in effect until 
Wednesday morning, bars 
nearly 40,000 Palestinian 
workers from entering Israel 
and causes hardship in the 
Gaza Strip where unemploy- 
ment is above 50 per cent. 

The identity of the suicide 
bomber remained a mystery 
Tuesday. 

Militants believed to be 
behind the blast no longer 
make the police work easy by 
announcing the names of the 
bombers. 

A man and a woman killed 
in the blast remained uniden- 
tified Tuesday, and police 
said the condition of the 
woman's body suggested she 
might have been the one 
holding the TNT bomb. 

Family members said Alia 
Abu GhaJya, 20 a bedouin 
woman whose disapearance 
made her the focus of a police 
search, was located by rela- 
tives on Tuesday. Israeli in- 
telligence agents searched the 
Abu Ghalya tent encamp- 
ment Monday night, relatives 
said. 

On Monday Mr. Arafat 
denounced Iran for funding 
militants. 


Women -only train 
bound for Beijing? 


By Alister Doyle 
Reuter 

PARIS — Somewhere in 
Siberia next week, about 
150 women will be debating 
feminism in a special train 
rumbling along a marathon 
route from Paris to a world 
conference on women in 
Beijing. 

Despite nightmares with 
red tape for the 10,000 km 
(6,220 miles) trip and some 
disappointments, the 
women have set up an 
ambitious programme for 
the journey and have even 
won assurances that the 
drivers for the six-day 
stretch from Moscow to 
Beijing will not be men. 

“Originally we’d planned 
to be 300 women. It’s been 
much harder than expected, 
and we've had huge prob- 
lems gening visas to enter 
China and (with) funding.” 
said Maya Salvado Ferrer, 
rhe 29-year-old head of 
“Women by Train to Pek- 
ing." 

“But this gives us a spirit 
of adventure which we 
reckon is very important,” 
she told Reuters. 

The 150 women will 
attend the non- 
govemmental organisation 
(NGO) forum on women 
from August 30 to Sept. 8, 
taking place alongside the 
fourth U.N. World Confer- 
ence on Women in Beijing 
from Sept. 4 to 15. 

Women from groups as 
varied as “the association of 
wives of mediterranean 
fishermen” and one for 
rape victims will debate 
alongside passengers in- 
cluding artists, singers, hu- 
man rights workers, part- 
time feminists, lawyers, 
teachers and a doctor. 

The women, mainly West 
Europeans, include French, 
Spanish, Dutch, British. 
Belgian, German, Polish, 
Russian. Japanese and 
Algerians. “The language is 
likely to be English, and 
anyone who can will act as 
an interpreter.” said Salva- 
do Ferrer. 

The trans-Siberian train 
from Moscow to Beijing 
will include a conference 
car, two restaurant .car- 
riages and four sleeping 
wagons for the passengers, 
who range from an 11-yeai- 
old Belgian girl to a 75- 
year-old French lawyer and 
mother of eight. 

Ms. Salvado FerTer said 
the idea was to help women 
who cannot afford full-price 
travel to Beijing and said 
that conditions would be 
spartan rather than luxury 
class. 

An all-in ticket costs 


10,600 francs ($2,120), fo* 
eluding all train travel, 
food, hotels in Beijing and 
a return flight to Europe on 
Aeroflot. 

The trip will start symbo- 
lically in Paris on Friday 
(August 18) when about 50 
women leave by regular 
train to Berlin. There they 
will join other women on a 
women-only train via War- 
saw to Moscow, where they 
will again switch trains for 
Beijing. 

The train will host two 
parallel workshops — one 
on the "participation of 
women in the great debates 
of society" and the other on 
“women, the media and 
multi-media.” 

The trans-Siberian leg, 
from Aug. 23 to Aug. 29, 
will have only 15-minute 
stops, twice a day, in cities 
including Perm, Omsk and 
Ulan Bator in Mongolia. 

Experts will give instruc- 
tion on using computers 
and rhe imemer, but the 
organisers have given up 
hope of getting live links by 
satellite to the internet for 
lack of money. 

Anorher disappointment 
is that the Chinese govern- 
ment has shifted the NGO 
forum to the fanning town 
of Hauirou, an hour's drive 
north of Beijing, rather 
than in the capital itself. 
The NGO forum adopts 
positions to lobby the U.N. 

“This will reduce the im- 
pact of the forum,” Salvado 
Ferrer said. “It also brings 
home the point that this is 
not a luxury tourist trip, it'll 
need a lot ‘of enthusiasm." 

Another group, the 
Women's International 
League for Peace and Free- 
dom, left on a train from 
Helsinki earlier this month 
for a trip through eight 
countries as far south as 
Turkey to Beijing. 

Salvado Ferrer, who has 
studied in China and the 
United Stales ‘and now is 
trying to develop a career as 
a sculptor, said the total 
cost of the Paris-Beijing trip 
was about two million 
francs ($400,000), 

The French government 
has given 100,000 Francs 
($20,000) as the biggest 
single donation. 

Ticket sales and some 
corporate sponsorship 
meant that about 20 womt.. 
would be getting free scht> 
larships to go on the train. 
Salvado Ferrer said the 
European Union had 
not yet carried through a 
verbal pledge of 200,000 
francs ($40,000). 

“We're already ex- 
hausted, but we’re going to 
get there,” she said. 
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vernment supervision 


needed in financial deals — IMF 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Citing banking disasters in 
the United States and Singa- 
pore, a report by the Interna- 
tiona] Monetary. Fund (IMF) 
urges tighter government 
Controls over financial deals. ' 

Problems with banks in 
Japan and France also war- 
ranted more government in- 
tervention, says the fund in 
its annual report on capital 
markets. 

“It is essential that capital- 
impaired institutions not be 
allowed to operate without 
veny close supervision, parti- 
cularly if the government... 
insu res deposits," said the 
repo rt, which was distributed - 
Mc'mlay. 

llbi? fund report sharply 
critical -ed what it called a poli- 
cy of allowing lenders to 
“earn i their way out of trou- 
ble." i T l said the United States 
did tha t at the start of prob- 
lems with savings and loans 
institutio ns. 

The IMF, which lends 


money to governments in 
financial trouble and keeps 
watch on how they handle 
their finances, cited a prob- 
lem with government for- 
bearance in Japan, where 
banks in good shape often 
merge with ones m trouble. 

“It is becoming more diffi- 
cult to persuade the larger 
banks, which are beset with 
their own problem loans, to 
acquire insolvent banks," the 
report said. 

It said depositors and in-, 
vestors in Japanese credit 


losses from high-risk trades “Mexico had made avail- 
by 28-year-old Singapore em- able only limited economic 
ployee Nick Leeson, now data during 1994 and... (on 
fighting extradition to Singa- the eve of the collapse) had 
porefrom a German jail. difficulties preventing market 
“One of the lessons of the participants from expecting 
Barings collapse is that had the worst,” the report said, 
there been greater informa- Residents of Mexico were 
Uon sharing among regula- the first to weaken the peso 
tory authorities in Singapore by switching their money into 
and the United Kingdom, * dollars > and other stronger 
and between the futures ex- currencies because they had 
changes in Singapore, Osaka better information, it sug- 
and Tokyo, the problem ex- gested. 
perienced by Barings may 

have surfaced early enough “Domestic residents in 


cooperatives were suffering ' to prevent the -collapse," the 
because supervision came report' said. 


only from local authorities. 

The report criticised the 
French government for not 
intervening sooner in the 
troubles of the state-owned 
Credit Lyonnais. 

Failure to get out informa- 
tion was blamed as a leading 
element in the collapse ear- 
lier this year of Britain's 230- 
year-old Barings Bank. The 
bank suffered $1.36 billion in 


Lack of information also 
played a part in the collapse , 
of the Mexican peso, the 
report said. 


“Domestic residents in de- 
veloping country markets 
tend to be closer to sources of 
information about domestic 
economic events and pros- 
pects than foreign investors," 
it said. 


Latest data underline 
Japan’s economic woes 
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M'OKYO (R) — Japan’s eco- 
nomy received another dis- 
appointing diagnosis Tues- 
day, with the country's key 
pdex of leading economic 
Indicators dropping sharply 
in June. 

The index, closely watched 
as a barometer of trends in 
economic activity for the 
subsequent six months, fell to 
9.1 in June on a scale of 100, 
down from 16.7 in May. 

It was the second month : in 
a row that the index — which 
is -compiled from a basket of 
economic indicators such as 
job figures and money supply 
— has been below the so- 
called "boom or bust mark" 
of 50. A figure below 50 is 
generally taken as suggesting 
the economy could contract 
in rhe coming months. • 
The data underlined gov* 

| emment admissions that the 
economy had come to a 
standstill after struggling for 
some time to make a clear- 
recovery from recession. But 
the government was quick to 
deny the figures showed the 
economy was actually 
worsening. 1 

A senior official from the 
government's Economic 
Planning Agency, which re- 
leased the data, rejected any 
notion that June's figures in- 
dicated that the economy was 
contracting. 

“The June data do not 
warrant a change in the gov- 
ernment’s assessment that 
the nation’s economy is stall- 
ing." the official told repor- 
ters. “It is too early to change 
the official economic view oy 
just looking at the figures for 
the two months (of May and 
June)," he added. 


A separate report from 
Japan's central bank, also 
issued Tuesday echoed the 
government view that the 
economy was treading water. 
The Bank of Japan's monthly 
report said the recovery re- 
mained at a standstill, 
although it noted some bright 
spots such as rising capital 
investment. 

Japan's government first 
admitted in July that the na- 
tion's slow economic recov- 
ery had stalled. Until then, it 
had asserted that the eco- 
nomy was still recovering, 
albeit moderately, from the 
recession which followed the 
bursting of Japan's 1980s eco- 
nomic “bubble" of inflated 
land and stock prices. 

Analysts, speaking to Reu- 
ters financial television, said 
the June figures fell due to 
poor industrial production, 
weak housing starts and the 
lingering negative psycholo- 
gical impact of the Tokyo 
tperve gas attacks in March. 

They were, however, di- 
ftded on whether Japan's re- 
pent poor economic perfoim- 
fence was just a temporary 
I deviation from a general eco- 
nomic recovery trend or not. ■ 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 


THE. Daily Crossword by Grace C. Pinkston 


ACROSS 
1 Distort 
5 Gussy up 

10 Go separate 
ways 

14 Part ot USA; 
abbr. * 

15 “—of the 
Jungle" 

16 Theater award 

17 Prank 

18 City in Maine 

19 i riba! group 

20 Start of a Will 
Rogers quote 

23 Alley 

24 Employment ad 
abbr. 

25 More of 20A 

32 Images 

33 Assist 

34 Printer’s 
measures 

36 Twitches 

37 Ripening factors 

38 War god 

39 Sign 

40 Tibetan gazelles 

41 Make amends 

42 More of 20A 



‘I’ve never had an office romance, 
but 1 do have strong feelings for 
the coffee machine.” 


Peanuts 


DID YOU NOTICE THAT . 
I DIDN'T GO TO CAMP 
THIS YEAR ? 


DON T TALK TOO 
500N..SUMMER 
ISN'T OVER.'. 


Andy Capp 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


46 — Khan 

47 Sea creature 

48 End of quote 

56 Josip Broz 

57 “All i know is just 
what — in the 
papers" (Will 
Rogers) 

58 Author Ephron 

59 Out of range • 

60 Usher’s domain 

61 Walked on 

62 Cossets • 

' 53 Famous 

64 Poker slake 


DO’-V?! 

1 Dry . ■. l cr. 

2 Su.t': un-ad by 

3 Mg;,, ever 

4 You and! 

5 Expeditious 

6 — avis 

7 Start of a self- 
help title 

8 Gnu feature 


9 Planned 
undertakings 

10 — veto 

11 Competent 

12 Inlets 

13 Decimal base 

21 Turn’s partner 

22 — la-Ial 

25 Cake topping 

26 Monkey 

27 Cart 

28 Nautical word 

29 Succinct 

30 Plumed bird 

31 Revise 

52 "Lord, is —7* 

(Bible) 

35 Comp, pt 

37 Pastoral 

38 Maiden of myth 
41 Egyptian crown 

43 Gaseous 
substances 

44 Self-esteem 
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U.S. ’95 
budget gap 
maybe 
lowest in 


Kuwait MPs pass budget, 
want more deficit cuts 


six years 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 


federal, government ran up a 
smafler-than-expected deficit 


of $13.58 billion in July, the 
Treasury Department said 
Monday, putting the 1995 
budget gap on track to be the 
lowest in six years. 

July’s red ink was about 
half that expected by 
analysts, who said the deficit 
was trimmed by more than $7 
billion due to the Federal 
Communication Commis- 
sion’s (FCC’s) auction of 
space on the nation's air- 
waves. 

Last month's deficit fol- 
lowed a revised surplus in 
June of $12.81 billion that 
previously was reported as 
$13.57 billion. 

Analysts said the deficit is 
on track to match — or fall 
below — the Gin top admi- 
nistration's revised deficit 
forecast of $160.0 billion for 
fiscal 1995, which ends Sept. 
30. 

'’You can expect a budget 
deficit — barring any majoT 
surprises — of $150 billion to 
$155 billion for this year,” 
said Kathleen Stepbansen of 
Donaldson, Lufkin Jenrette 
Securities Corp. 

That would make the de- 
ficit the smallest since $152.5 
billion in fiscal 1989. Healthy 
economic growth has enabled 
the government to bring in 
more tax revenues, analysts 
said. 

Proceeds from the FCC 
auctions, which ended in 
March, were applied to the 
July deficit, analysts said. In 
that -sale, the agency sold a 
valuable portion of the na- 
tion's airwaves for a new 
breed of wireless telephones, 
bringing in $7.7 billion. 

The deficit for the first 10 
months of fiscal 1995 was 
$137.25 billion, down from 
S183.09 billion for the com- 
parable 10-month period the 
prior year. 


KUWAIT (R) — ■ Kuwait's 
parliament Tuesday 
approved government budget 
plans aimed at cutting the 
deficit by 12 per cent in 1995/ 
96 and called for more reduc- 
tions in the -shortfall in com- 
ing years. 

The budget bin projects 
spending of 4.23 Union di- 
nars ($14.1 billion), revenae 
of 2.910 billion dmars (S9.7 


he would submit a five-year 
deficit reduction plan to MPs 
by the start of the assembly’s 

1995/96 session in late Octo- 
ber. 


j-for Future Generations 

CRttO)- the other man «- 
(K rru/. ... ■ meaI1 t to 


< hmd which is meant to 
oil runs out several decades 


billion) and a net deficit of 
132 biHion dinars ($4.4 bil- 
lion). 

The deficit cut comes 
mainly from an 11 per cent 
rise in forecast oil revenae to 
2.490 billion dinars ($8.3 bfl- 
lion) due to expected higher 
prices. The projected net de- 
ficit for 1994/95 was 1.503 
billion dinars ($5 billion). 

The shortfall will be co- 
vered from the State General 
Reserve, one of the govern- 
ment’s two main reserve 
funds. 

The bill now goes for rati- 
fication to the emir, Sheikh 
Jaber Ahmad A1 Sabah, a 
process that takes several 
weeks. 

Finance Minister Nasser A1 
Rodhan told parliament that 


“The government attaches 
substantial importance to this 
issue (the deficit),” he said. 

MP Mi shari A1 Osaimi, 
who has criticised the govern- 
ment for presiding over 
several years of large deficits, 
echoed demands by many 
MPs for more deficit' reduc- 
- tions, but said that In view of 
Sheikh Rodhan's statement 
he would now vote' for the 
1995/96 budget. 

Seventeen MPs abstained 
in a vote on the bill Saturday 
in effect blocking its passage, 
to back demands that minis- 
ters submit a long-term plan 
to cut the deficit. ■ . 

The projects net deficit is 
equivalent to about a sixth of 
national wealth as measured 
by gross domestic product, 
estimated by Western eco- 
nomists at about $24 billion 
for calendar 1994. 

By law a 10th of state 
.revenues are transferred to 
the government's Reserve 


-Ke Silled gross budge* 

defidl^Sd. 'accounts fpr 

1 611 billion dinars TJ 5 ' 37 DU 
him) in 1994/95. The coun- 
try's fiscal year runs from 
July 1. 

Economists say the sta^s 
official reserves have been 
S hS by aleapm 

deficits caused by 1991 uutf 
war costs and expensive oilr 
fielid repairs- 

The deficit is directly re- 
lated to national security be- 
cause Kuwait would have to 
pay allies to come to its de- 
fence in any future emergen-: 
cy such as Iraq’s 1990 inva.-. 
skra, diplomats say. v 

Officials say reducing, the 
deficit will require politically; 
sensitive cuts in a costly wet 
fare seat that provides lavish, 
benefits and a tradition of : 
state jobs for all Kuwaitis., 
Wages eat up more than half; 
of the country’s oil earnings, j 


Brazil president proposes 
major overhaul of tax system 


BRASILIA (AP) — Saying 
that the government was pre- 
paring the country for - 
inflation-free stability. Presi- 
dent Fernando Henriqne 
Cardoso Monday proposed a 
major overhaul in the coun- 
try's tax system. 

In an address and news 
conference broadcast nation- 
wide, Mr. Cardoso said' the 
tax reform package would 
help eliminate tax evasion, 
r reduce taxes, expand tax col- 


lections and balance the 
budget. 

The package. Which will be 
sent later tins week to con- 
gress, includes the elimina- 
tion of export taxes on prim- 
ary and semi-manufactured 
goods as ' well as the elimina- 
tion of import and excise 
taxes on capital goods “that 
are indispensable for the 
modernisation of oar indust- 
rial park.” 

He proposed that max-1 


imum corporate fax rates be 
lowered from 48 per cent to' 
30 per cent 

He said the government 
wanted to revamp the coun- 
try’s highly “complex and 
bureaucratic” tax structure in - 
which ‘increased tax rates 
lead to lower tax revenue .” 1 

“Of the four million com- 
panies registered, only 
750,000 pay any taxes,” Mr. • 
Cardoso said. . ' ~ . 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hmri Arnold and Mke Argirton 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onSnaiy words. 


VOtl-EH 


My wife's 
havinga 
baby! 

^ Vi 


EMERGENCY 

ROOM 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR WEDNES- * 
DAY, AUGUST 23, 1995 

ARIES: (March 21- to April 
19) Find the mechanism 
which will make your home - 
m^fnnctKHUtf £qd. easier to- 
irojfprqperly. .Thjnkiof small , 
mY&tments .you. wapt to t 
make- ‘ • ■> 


caa T±mi uwa Smcu. be. 


BYNAD 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May. 
20) You cap be veiy cfaarm- 


UPLARB 


| IV 

1 c 

SIDURA 




WHKT TH= H05FTTAL 
GOT WHEN T>E 
NURSED V\ALWa? CUT. 


Now arrange the ended letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


ing today and tonight. Hist 
handle business well, then 
start new soda! plans which 
include loved ones and close T 
friends. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 1 
21) Be with the one you love, . .•{ 
and feet into activities which * 
are pleasing to you both. \ 
Then plan a flattering, new -• 
waitirobe which helps your » 
success. 


Print answer here : 


Yesterday's 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TRULY BRAVO SECOND ABUSED 
Answer The home team fans’ favorite drtnk — 

■ROOT-BEER ■ I 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) This is a good 
day for repaying any social- 
debts. Be happy with good* 
.friends. Friendships make : 
your, life richer and more 
worthwhile. 


THEY COULD STILL 
.DRAG YOU AWAY j 


I'M GOING TO 60 
CHAIN MYSELF TO 
MY 0ED_ • ^ 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) . 
Do something which will „ 
show outside contacts that J 
you value the relationship, 
and guarantee continuation. . 
Drejss well for your success. .‘! 

VIRGO: (August 22 to t 
S eptember 22) Get hi touch * 
with out-of-towners and show 
fondness for them. Plan that * 
busmess or social trip so you v 
can have an enjoyable time. : 

JJBRA: (September 23 to * 

225^. 2Z> Do something • 
specially nice for your mate - 
to bnng mutual happiness 
®od respect. Try to savemore • 

■ V ^° r kter pleasure acti- 

viues. 


nS? 1 * 1 ? 01 -, ( 0ctobe r 23 to 
November 21) ff you impress 
upon partners bow much ™ 


i KNowyouri 

HAD A FEW 
DRINKS, BUT 
VOUPHOWSED , 
. FAITHFULLY 


i WE'RE ALL \ 
ALLOWED ONE > 
LITTLE LIE, EH?, 


a 2 dcd benefits for 
clever i" yoar 


endeavours. your 

(November 


If WELL, Y 
VI DONT 
REMEMBER 
►. -BUT A -S 
PROMISE IS 

A PROMISE . 


22 to December 21) K you 

are mow. .. " ou 


ssrFSS?- 

your family 11^ ha PPy ,n -‘ 




55BSa5r 


IDAHO 

AWARE 


H OgA L A I Us E M I 




PONG 


S E 

M 

I 

E R 

1 

C 

S A 

T 

Ej 


DOC, MV BfirfrHS? 
JUUUS H EBi ^ 
PC*SNT FEEL 

ANY BETTER.' J t 


V WSUm'CTWUSv have 

s you cur our all 

STARCHES AND SWEETS 
AND SMOKE JUST ONE 
cigar a day? y-x _ 


YES SIR, I CUT 
our ALL THE 
STARCHES AND 
SWEETS - 


BUT SMOKING 
THAT ONE 
CIGAR A DAY 
NEARLY 
KILLS ME- 


II NEVER SMOKS3 
BEFORE IW MV > 


UFEJ 


pSSSSmte-WJi.' 

time fo^ente^ 18 - 15 a 

al your home. ^^. ^ lests 


time for • 15 a 


Or colour to 

it IookSr^i5 nd J 


45 Lacked 

48 Rampant 

49 Coupcf — 

50 Small group 

51 Trial 


52 Compel to go 

53 Trite humor 

54 Move easily 

55 Marquis de — 

56 Spigot 










and invitSg. e cbarrai ng 

WSCE1S: /PaK 

March 20) 20 t0 

^‘re of alIi^ te _ n ^ faat -you 
y°“r ideis fo ^ d CXprcss 
Prosperous fotiue n more 

you dress niceiv ®' ® e sore 

* «°od impSS. y<>U 
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ally 


joca#** 
fro# 
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system 


wm corporate tax ra* 
*ered from 4* pe^ 
per cent. • 

He said the govtnm- 
mted to revamp the ^ 
r*s highly “complex ? 
ireaucraric" tax structuK 
iich “increased tax rt 
ad to lower tax revew- 
“Of the four million <* 
registered, * 
J,UUQ pa\ anv taxes " y 
irdoso said. ‘ 
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Local drugs 
under study 
for price 
increases 


** ACCORDING TO 
Abdul Rahim Isa, head of the 
Association of Pharmacists, 
the prices of some locally- 
manufactured medicines 
could be raised by 10 to 15 
per cent. The price rise has 
been sanctioned by the Coun- 
cil of Ministers. Mr. Isa said. 
Noting that the Kingdom's 
annual consumption or medi- 
cines amounts to S5G million 
he pointed out that the price 
increase would affect the 
locally-manufactured drugs, 
registered 10 years ago and 
accounting for ‘40 per cent of 
the country's total consump- 
tion. Mr. Isa said the associa- 
tion was in favour of increas- 
ing prices of some local medi- 
cines as prices Iot basic ingre- 
dients of raw material had 
risen in the countries of ori- 
gin. However, he attributed 
the increase in the prices of 
foreign medicines to foreign 
exchange differentials and 
not to higher export prices. 

Asked about the unres- 
tricted policy for licencing 
pharmacies. Mr. Isa said that 
without putting controls, 
there will be a catastrophe in 
the pharmacy business and a 
huge capital loss. Noting that 
the international level was a 
rate of one pharmacy to ev- 
ery 5. 500 .persons, he pointed 
out that there are about 1,130 
pharmacies in a country of 
four million, not withstand- 
ing the fact that 70 per cent of 
the population is covered by 
medical insurance from the 
Ministry of Health or the’ : 
Royal Medical Services. He. 
said the controls should be*' 
for example, not to award a 
pharmacy licence to any 
pharmacist before he/she ac- 
quires. three years of experi- 
ence after graduation and to 
ensure that the applicant will 
directly run his/her own 
pharmacy for another three 
years. Referring to business 
hours, the pharmacists' chief 
stressed that pharmacies 
should abide by the required 
opening and dosing time. He 
said 75 pharmacits, mostly in 
Amman and Irbid, have been 
referred to the association’s 
disciplinary council (Al Ra’i). 

☆ LATEST STATISTICS 
show that the number of 
tourists during the First six 
months of this year was 
445,157 tourists. 40.28 per 
cent higher than the 317.331 
numbeT of tourists who vi- 
sited Jordan during the same 
period of last year. Accord- 
ing to sources at the Ministry 
of Tourism and Antiquities. 
49.719 tourists came from the 
U.S., 141.S87 from Europe, 
184.753 from Arab and Gulf 
countries and 52,144 from 
Israel. The total number of 
tourists during the first six 
months of last year was 
317,331 tourists. Meanwhile, 
the manager of the Jordanian 
Hotels Society described the 
tourism season as very active 
and pointed out that hotels 
were under pressure during 
March and April. He said 
that reservations fell back no- 
ticeably during May, June 
and July. Restauranteurs 
were nor as happy as the head 
of their association said that 
the boom in tourism did not 
reflect on restaurant busi- 
ness. “On the contrary.” he 
said, “this season is less ac- 
tive than last year as our 
sector depends largely _ on 
tourists coming from neigh- 
bouring countries and the 
number of these tourists 
has been less this year.” He 
also attributed the lack of 
higher activity to most ex- 
patriates going to the West 
Bank and to increased com- 
petition from pew restaurants 
(A! Dustour). 

THE PUBLIC SECTOR 
employs a total of 116.180 
civil servants who earn 
annual salaries amounting to 
JD 271 million, according to 
Department of Statistics fi- 
gures. The department calcu- 
lated that the average per 
capita income in Jordan was 
JD 1.057 in 1993. 19 per cent 
higher than amount in the 
base year of 1986. A civil 
servant had an average of JD 
2.336 (AT Diawur). 


ABC-TV settles libel suits with cigarette makers 


NEW YORK (RJ - Two of 

the world's biggest cigarette 
makers said Monday they set- 
tled multibtllion-doilar libel 
against ABC-TV for a 
1994 broadcast alleging the 
companies manipulated the 
amount of nicotine in 
deurciies to keep smokers 

addicted. 

The suns, filed by Philip 
Morris Cos. and R.J. 
Reynolds Tobacco Co., 
alleged that ABC’s news- 
magazine show- "Day One” 
falsely reported that the com- 
panies "spike'* cigarettes 
with higher levels of nicotine. 

A statement apologising 
for an error in the report was 
read by journalist Diane 
Sawyer on ABCs "World 
News Tonight." ABC also 
agreed to pay attorney fees 
and other expenses related to 
the suits, but the amount was 
not made public. 

“It is the policy of ABC 
news to make corrections 
where they are warranted," 
ABC said in a statement that 


was released by all three 
companies, “We now agree 
that wc (ABC) should not 
have reponed Philip Morns 
and Reynolds add significant 
amounts of nicotine from 
outside sources. That was a 
mistake (hat was not deliber- 
ate on the pan of ABC but 
for which we accept responsi- 
bility and which requires cor- 
rection.” 

“Wc apologise to our audi- 
ence. Philip Morris and Re- 
no Ids," ABC said. 

In its suit filed in state 
court in Richmond, Virginia, 
in March 1994. Philip Morris 
sought J10 billion in dam- 
ages. R.J. Reynolds filed its 
suit, which sought unspeci- 
fied damages, in state court 
in Winston-Salem. North 
Carolina, last February. 

R.J. Reynolds’ cigarette 
brands include Camel and 
Winston, while Philip Morris 
makes Marlboro and Virginia 
Slims. 

The statement also said 
ABC and the tobacco com- 


panies continued to disagree 
over the main focus of the 
“Day One” report*, which 
aired Feb, 28 and March 7. 
1994. Bui it added that the 
companies have agreed to 
end the libel actions. 

The settlement comes just 
two weeks after President 
Bill Clinton and the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) 
took on the tobacco com- 
panies, proposing nicotine be 
regulated as a drug. 

The federal agency said 
that three decades of re- 
search shows that tobacco 
companies themselves have 
long believed cigarettes are 
addictive and have strong 
appeal to minors. 

The president instructed 
the FDA ro propose rules to 
curtail the sale, distribution 
and advertising of cigarettes 
to minors. The regulations 
would ban vending machine 
sales and prohibit distribu- 
tion of free samples. 

The tobacco industry has 
sued to block the FDA ac- 


tion. 

R.J Reynolds senior vice 
president and general counsel 
Charles Blixt said by tele- 
phone that the settlement 
with ABC was months in the 
making. 

"We're pleased to accept 
the apology.” Mr. Blixt said. 

A hearing scheduled in the 
suits was cancelled Friday as 
negotiations continued and 
sources said both sides were 
still hammering out terms 
late Monday afternoon. 

Although sources said they 
expected the television net- 
work would settle the suits, 
ABC had been fighting the 
case as late as last month 
when it moved to have it 
dismissed. 

Since the suits were filed. 
Wall Disney Co. has agreed 
to buy Capital C'itievABC 
Inc. in a S19 billion deal. 

The case centred on the 
cigarette making process. 
Most cigarettes arc made 
with some reconstituted 


tobacco, a filler that includes 
stems and crushed ieaves. In 
making the filter, companies 
take out the nicotine and 
then later add it back. 

The issue is whether the 
companies simply recombine 
the ingredients or whether 

they "spike” cigarettes as 
suggested in the "Day One” 
report. The companies main- 
tain they do not add extra 
nicotine to cigarettes to 
addict smokers. 

ABC maintained that the 
main point of the broadcast 
was whether the companies 
used The cigarette manufac- 


turing process to control 
levels of nicotine to keep 
people smoking. 

"There was a mistake we 
corrected it. The principal 
thrust of the report, however, 
was not about (nicotine from) 
outside sources," said Capital 
Cities/ ABC spokeswoman 
Patricia Matson. “We con- 
tinue to believe the broadcast 
speaks for itself.” 

One 18-minute segment of 
the report has become 
famous for the silhouetted 
"deep cough.” a former R.J. 
Reynolds official who said 
manufacturers can control 


the amount of nicotine put in 
cigarettes. In one sound bite 
he said the companies "put. 
nicotine in the form of tobac- 
co extract into a product to 
keep the consumer happy.” 

After the segments were 
aired, the FDA raised the 
prospect of regulation for the 
first rime. 

There also was a burst of 
litigation against the tobacco 
industry including a massive 
class action suit filed in New 
Orleans federal court and 
suits filed by four states seek- 
ing to recoup the health care 
costs of smokers. 


Judge approves U.S. Microsoft settlement 


WASHINGTON <R) — A 
federal judge Monday 
approved the government’s 
year-old antitrust settlement 
with Microsoft Corp.. silenc- 
ing objections that the deal 
was too lenient on the soft- 
ware giant. 

The action by U.S. District 
Judge Thomas Jackson dears 
away a major hurdle for Mic- 
rosoft. which has been 
embroiled in the antitrust 
controversy for five years. 

It doesn't entirely end scru- 
tiny of the company, since 
the government is still inves- 
tigating Microsoft's online 
network that is due to be 


launched this week. 

"I would suspect that be- 
cause they're so high profile 
in the software arena now, 
that the Justice Department 
will always keep one eye on 
them to try to ensure a com- 
petitive industry environ- 
ment,” said Steve McClellan 
of Merrill Lynch. 

Microsoft has long been 
the target of crititism because 
of its dominance. 

Rivals charged the Red- 
mond, Washington-based 
company acted in ways that 
stifled competition, but Mic- 
rosoft always said that it got 
to be No. ‘ 1 by competing 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following arc the buying and selling rales lor 
leading world currencies and guld aguinSI the dollar at midscssion 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One U.S. dollar 


One Sterling 


U57W8U 

Canadian dollar 

1.484(956 

Deutsche marks 

l .6616/26 

Dutch guilders 

1. 230ft’ 18 

Swiss francs 

30.49/53 

Belgian francs 

5.0770/20 

French francs 

1622.0/3.0 

Italian lire 

96.74/84 

Japanese yen 

7.3440/40 

Swedish crowns 

6,4830/80 

Norwegian crowns 

5.7495/45 

Danish crowns 

1.5336/46 

U.S. dollar 

S3ft3.MV384.00 

U.S. doiian 


aggressively and lawfully. 

The previous judge in the 
case. u.S. District Judge 
Stanley Sporkin, in an un- 
usual decision, had thrown 
out tbc accord in February 
because he said it did not go 
far enough to address Micro- 
soft’s "monopolistic prac- 
tices.” 

But an appeals court panel 
found in June that Judge 
Sporkin had overstepped his 
authority and Judge Jackson 
was then appointed to consid- 
er the settlement. 

The approval comes just 
days before Microsoft was 
due to unveil its biggest pro- 
ducr in years, Windows 95. 
which is an upgrade to its 
basic operating system that is 
in nearly 80 per cent of all 
computers. 

•Microsoft also makes the 
MS-DOS operating system 
used in personal computers 
— the forerunner of Win- 
dows. 

As part of the settlement. 
Microsoft agreed to change a 
number of business practices. 

PC makers will no longer 
pay Microsoft a fee for every 
machine they ship, regardless 
of whether or not it contained 
Microsoft operating soft- 
ware. Rivals charged this 
practice had shut them out of 
the market. 

It also agreed to end its 
practice of multi-year licens- 
ing agreements, which effec- 
tively kept PC-makers tied in 
to its software for lengthy 


periods. 

Microsoft also agreed to 
reform its non-disclosure 
policies, giving software de- 
velopers more latitude in us- 
ing test versions of its pro- 
ducts. 

Although the settlement 
ends one longstanding anti- 
trust probe against rhe com- 
pany, the Justice Department 
is still investigating its online 
service, the Microsoft net- 
work, which is being sold 
with Windows 95. 

Competitors have charged 
that by offering the network 
as pan of Windows 95. Mic- 
rosoft is getting an unfair 
advantage in luring custom- 
ers to its system. 

An official said in court 
that the probe of the online 
service was continuing. 

“We are still actively in the 
process of gathering all the 
relevant facts.” said Donald 
Russell, chief of the Tele- 
communications Task Force 
in the department’s antitrust 
division. "We are not seeking 
any action at this time.” 

As for the current settle- 
ment. the Justice Depart- 
ment had been seeking 
approval since it reached the 
deal with Microsoft in July 
1994. With Judge Jackson’s 
ruling, the accord took effect. 

Microsoft, however, had 
wanted the 6 1 *: year decree 
entered retroactively to Dec. 
15, 1994. so that it would 
expire sooner, but Judge 
Jackson denied the request. 
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SUPER DELUXE 
FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Tlaa Al Alt - ground floor, 
220 sqm, 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, telephone, 
garden and garage. 
Abdoun Real Estate 
81 0605-SI 0609-81 0520 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyeh 



•laf.O.TEL 
_ -SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY . 


1 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

rd 693599 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT O. T 6 L 

* ij<-n a X \ gj 4 ■» 
lap} y Jc t$jTn««i AjS^LiS 

863944 - 8*18690 


For Rent 


_ Deluxe Furnished _ 

C Cl 

sand Unfurnished tr 

h. L. 

^Villas apartments * 


©and office Space <s 
cr cc 

pTo Suit all Budgets o 

u. iZJ 

631113 638816 

For Rent - For Rent 



studioi^ug] 

Profepdonil Quality} in 
2 Hour Service J 

Develop your colour film at 
oar xbop and get:- 

• JUMBO phaf 
atm 30% tmrpar 

• Pram anlarpa- 
20 x 30 cm 

Shmchini * fipp. Grindlay* 
Bank. Phone: SM042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Sakabel 

REAi ESTATE 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
|&Appartmevits| 
m Amman 

for farther (Ms pta call 
Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 


RENT A CAR 


ABDOUN 
81 8876 
“Vt i mi i r~i 
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star AtAmb Stmwt 
Uhi usmnth Crnmrcw Cmtn 

T«L* §§1174 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant! 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman | 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytun 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3X0 pjn. 

6:30 - 11:30 ant 

* TaU 001638 


AVIS 

RENTACAR 



ig Abdullah Gardens 
{ Tel . 699420 . 
816499 


OOWN HOTj 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWHMNO K 

•TBfltS COURT 

'vmw 

4 SOWA 1 


TO. 768180 



•wtm 
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Quality Furnished Suites 


(5ne and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


EAT & TELL 



With Seif 
& Nawfal 


Ifciiiie C"iMnr TTAI.O- MFI) 


SwoUfyefe 865944 
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Unique gold & gems jewelry. 








aports 


LEEDS (AFP) — An asto- 
nishing volley by Tony 
Yeboah sent Leeds to the top 
of the embryonic English' 
Premiership table as Liver- 
pool were left crying foul 
over a penalty that was not 
given here at Elland Road on 
Monday. 

The £3-4 million ($5.5 mil- 
lion) Ghanaian capture from 
Eintracht Frankfurt struck a 
ferocious shot from 25 yards 
to make it three in two games 
and maintain Leeds' 100 per 
cent start. 

But Liverpool were left 
fuming about the tackle by 
John Pemberton on Stan Col- 
lymore that forced the British - 
record signing to limp off 
with a damaged ankle. 

Pemberton clattered into 
the £8.5 million striker as he 
advanced deep into the box 
in only the sixth minute, 
bringing him down with the 
ball out of the frame. 

Insult was added to injury 
when Collymore, who had 
opened his Liverpool career 
with a stunning goal against 
Sheffield- Wednesday on 
Saturday, had to make way 
for substitute Rubbie Fowler. 

Yeboah had begun the 
hugely-anticipated proceed- 
ings with a rising drive from 


25 yards that did not trouble 
David James shortly before 
the Collymore incident. 

Collymore drifted deep to 
take possession, instantly laid 
off to Ian Rush and sprinted 
for the return, taking the ball 
into the box. 

Pemberton raced across’ 
and dearly caught the former 
Nottingham Forest man’s 
ankle as he lunged in with the 
ball long gone. 

Both referee David Elleray 
and his linesman were well- 
placed but none of the offi- 
cials reacted in Liverpool's 
favour. 

Collymore grasped his ank- 
le as he lay on the ground and 
struggled onto a stretcher be- 
fore receiving lengthy treat- 
ment. 


the edge of- the box. Rod 
Wallace nodded back and 
Yeboah unleashed a thunder- 
ing strike which flew past 
David James and in off the 
bar. 


Yeboah's moment of magic 
lifted the whole tempo of the 
match as Liverpool re- 
sponded by picking up their 
game. 


Midway through the half. 
Mark Wright nodded forward 


Collymore shook his head 
as he limped around the field, 
departing — for a precaution- 
ary X-ray — to a chorus of 
jeers from the home fans in 
the 21st minute, with Robbie 
Fowler coming on in his 
place. 

There had been precious 
little incident in the match 
before Yaboah took the roof 
off Elland Road six minutes 
after the restart. 

Tony Dorigo hit the ball fo 


and Rush stretched out afoot 
to send the ball trickling in- 
ches outside the goal, 
although good work by Wal- 
lace then provided an open- 
ing for McAllister, the preci- 
sion of whose side footer was 
matched by the athleticism of 
James. 

In the 72nd minute. Eng- 
land full-back Rob Jones, still 
awaiting his first Liverpool 
goal, took a McManaman 
pass to let fly from distance, 
his shot deflecting off John 
Bamesand crashing against 
the upright with Lukic a spec- 
tator. 


James then kept his side in 
the contest when he some- 
how parried a point-blank 
header from Brian Deane but 
there was to be no rescue act 
for the Reds. 


McEnroe: Only 
Sampras can beat Agassi 


Brazil 


maintain 


MAKWAH, N.J. (AP) — Andre Agassi isn't the only one 
confident about his chances of repeating in the upcoming 
U.S. Open. 

As far as John McEnroe is concerned, there's only one 
player in the field of 128 who has a chance to beat Agassi in 
the Open — three time defending Wimbledon champion 
Pete Sampras. 

"Andre obviously has roared back since Wimbledon,” 
McEnroe said Monday night during a press conference 
before playing in a charity event with Agassi, Brad Gilbert 
and Sergi Bruguera at the Pathmark Tennis Oassic. 

“He took" a negative and turned it into a positive after 
losing a match he should have won,” McEnroe said, 
referring to Agassi's semifinals loss to Boris Becker at 
Wimbledon. "He's roared back and won four straight 
tournaments. Pete is struggling, but you have to put those 
two far and away (above the rest). After that, it's a 
crapshoot.” 

When pressed. McEnroe said he would be surprised if 
anyone other than Agassi or Sampras won. 

That's really not a bold statement. Agassi has posted a 
46-2 record on hardcourt this year and he has not lost on 
the surface this summer. The world's top-ranked player 
fought off two second-set, match points to beat Richard 
Krajicek 3-6, 7-6 (7-2), 6-3. on Sunday to win the Volvo 
International. 


lead in 


FIFA 

rankings 


ZURICH (R) — World 
champions Brazil "maintained 
their lead at the top of the 
latest world rankings issued 
by FIFA on Tuesday. 

Leading rankings (1994 
rankings in brackets): 


1. Brad (lj 

2. Norway (8) 

3. Spain (2) 

4. Germany (5) 


68.42 pts 
59.40 
58J6 
5831 


5. Argentina* (10) , . . 57.86 


“I’m going into the U.S. Open believing l can win it and 
not anything else,” Agassi said. “I'm going there to win 
whether I'm seeded No. 1 or not seeded at all. The 
importance hasn't changed." 

Agassi downplayed his struggle on Sunday, saying he- 
won despite not playing his best tennis the final two rounds. 

"If it hadn't gone my way, nothing would have changed 
other than I would have lost one this summer.” the 
25-year-old Agassi said. “Quite honestly, my confidence is 
at a high. Not really because I got through that match, it's 
just a reflection of where my confidence level is." 

Brad Gilbert, Agassi's coach, brushed off McEnroe's 
prediction made before a sold-out benefit for the newark- 
based safe passage foundation started by the late Arthur 
Ashe. 


“There are 126 other guys there so I disagree," Gilbert 
said. "There are two guys who have obviously stepped 
forward but that doesn't mean they are going to win. As 
soon as you start thinking no one else can beat you, that’s 
the quickest way to get out of an event." 

Gilbert also said the times changed since McEnroe was 
No. 1. 

“Now there's more chance of guys having a tough time 
the first week," Gilbert said. "There's more depth in the 
game now than there ever has been, and upsets are very 
possible.” 


6. Italy (4) . 56. 60 

7. Denmark (14)_. 5635 

8. Russia (13) ’ " 55.45 

9. Portugal (20) 5530 

10. Mexico (15) 54.99 

11. Switzerland (7) 54.47 

12. Bulgaria (16) 5333 

13. Colombia (17) 5339 

14. Romania (11) 5333 

15. Sweden (3) 5238 

16. Ireland (9) 5138 

17. Netherlands (67 51.18 

18. fhmce (19) 51.16 

19. U3. (23) 49.83 

20. Uruguay (37) 4936 

21. Egypt (22) 4931 

22. England (18) 4833 

23. Scotland (32) 48.09 

24. Ghana (26) * 4738 

25. Tunisia (30) 47.68 

26. Zambia (21) 4731 

27. Czech Republic (34)47.01 

28. Poland (29) 46.98 

29. Bdgjnm (24) . 45.76 

38. Greece (28) 4537 


Kodak host their 1995 mid-year 
performance review 

August 1995 - Kodak (Near East) Inc. recently held 
their annual Mid-Year Performance Review at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel. Dubai. This year’s event was attended 
by over 40 representatives from Kodak's Middle East 
Distributor organisations, including their local 
distributor in Jordan, Allied Trade and Supplies 
Company. 

“Aimed at providing a forum at which both Kodak and its 
cBstributors can re-align and re-consolidate their goals 
and strategies for the remainder of the business year, 
our mid-year conference has proven invaluable in 
ensuring the success of our business in the region. It is 
an especially important event when one considers the 
changeability of markets in the Middle East.” noted Mr 
Andre Nahas, General Manager, Kodak (Near East) Inc. 
“ We have always promoted a close working relationship 
with our distributors'’ continued Mr Heinz Eichmann, 
assistant general manager “We are fortunate that our 
distributors are similarly committed to ensuring the 
* continuity of these conferences through their regular 
participation.'' 

Kodak’s next major distributor conference will be held in 
January 1996. 


Bollettieri 

* 

will not 
coach 
Becker 


anymore 


BRADENTON, Florida 
( AP) — Boris Becker's coach 
for the past two years, Nick 
Bolletieri. has derided to give 
up the job so he can concen- 
trate on his tennis academy, a 
spokeswoman said Monday. 
BpIIettieri will remain Beck- 
er's, tennis advisor, but can' no 
longer commit to the time 
and travel that coaching the 
German star demands, 
spokeswoman Linda 
Dozoretz said. 

Mike Depalmer Jr., who 
has assisted Bollettieri and 
worked with Becker in. the 
past year, will continue to 
help coach Becker. 

Becker's Manager, Axel 
Meyer-Wolden. didn’t return 
a call seeking comment. 
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JIM CARREY AMY YAZBK 


THE MASK 


Nabila Obeid & 
Yousef Sha’aban...in 

Huda and H.E. 
the Minister 


(Arabic) 


Shows 123a 330. 6:15, 830, 1030 
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Y eboah on target again 
as Leeds beat Liverpool 





Doping expert Donike dies at 61 


Durie fights 


BONN (R) — Manfred Donike. the internationally re- 
nowned doping expert whose evidence led to the banning 
of world sprint champions Katrin Krabbe and Ben John- 
son, died on Monday two days before his 62nd birthday. 

A spokeswoman for the ZuC-approved German sports 
high school laboratory in Cologne which Donike ran said 
he suffered a heart attack during a flight to Johannesburg. 

Donike, a former professional cyclist, was a member of 
the International Olympic Committee’s Medical Commis- 
sion and was to receive the Olympic Order for his work in 
the fight against drug abuse in sport. 

He was best known for the 1991 analysis which estab- 
lished that urine samples submitted by world 100 and 200 
metres champion Krabbe and former East German team 
mates Grit Breuer and Silke Moeller all stemmed from the 
same person. 

The athletes were banned for four years but then 
acquitted on a technicality. 

But in 1992 Krabbe.' Breuer and team mate Manuela 
Den- were found after analysis at Donike's laboratory to 
have taken the steroid clenbuterol and banned again' 

Krabbe is suing for compensation over the ban but 
recently had a baby and does not plan to return to the 
track. - ■ 

But former world 400 metres medallist Breuer and fellow 
400 metres runner Derr have dropped their court action 
and plan to return to competition this season to prepare for 


the 1996 Olympics. 

Donike carried out the drugs test at the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics which led to the sensational disqualification and 
banning of Canada's 100 metres winner Ben Johnson for 
taking steroids. * 

His first coup in the fight against drugs abuse came at the 
1983 Pan-American Games where he uncovered 19 doping 


pain barrier 


for Rangers 


Donike was instrumental in pushing through more 
rigorous testing programmes, especially in Germany, and 
in arguing for spot testing to prevent athletes concealing 
their drug-taking. 

Last year Donike had no qualms about accusing China's 
swimmers of systematic doping aft.er their team enjoyed a 
meteoric rise to the sporting heights. 

Donike’s crusading work also played a pan in the 
introduction of out-of competition testing for swimmers in 
ChqRft^^weU as the United States and Russia. ^ 

Even weight-lifting, one oLthe sports most susceptible to 
and plagued by perforraance-enhanring drugs, -chapged its 
rules following pressure from Donike. 

"Manfred Donike sacrificed himself to clean sport," 
German Sports Federation (DSB) president Manfred Von 
Richthofen said. 

“In difficult times and m the face of critics of dope- 
testing he never swerved from his line and not least for that 
reason earned German sport international respect." 


Edwards 
heads anti 
climax 
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GATEjSHEAD, England 
(AP) — He warned his home 
town supporters not to expect 
anything too exciting, and 
world triple jump champion 
Jonathan Edwards could well 
have been talking about 
Monday’s entire Great Bri- 
tain versus United States 
athletics challenge, not just 
his performance. 

Edwards only managed 
one successful jump of 17.49 
metres as the British men 
beat the U.S. 203 points to 
182, while the American’ 
women evened the annua] 
meeting, winning 210.5 to 
156.5. 

After the world cham- 
pionships in Goteborg less 
than two weeks ago and last 
Wednesday's stellar evening 
of athletics at the Weltklasse 
meet in Zurich, Monday’s 
competition between a 
second-string U.S. team and 
Britain deprived of at least 
two of its biggest attractions, 
was anti-climatic. 

Without Olympic and for- 
mer world 100-metre cham- 
pion Linford Christie and 
world 1500 silver and 800 
bronze medallist Kelly 
Holmes, it was up to Ed- 
wards to carry the meet in his 
first appearance at home 
since his 18.29 standard set: 
ting leap in Sweden. 

With three fouls and two 
' passes from six jumps, Ed- 
wards' supporters at his home 
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Jeari Miles of the U.S. runs the 4x400 relay (AFP photo) 


track, where he leapt a wind 
assisted 18.03 last month, 
only saw him complete one 
jump. 


"It wasn't about winning or 
even jumping a long way — it 
was about saying thank you 
to the people of the north- 
east for supporting me and 
celebrating my record," said 
Edwards, the only world 
champion at the meeting. 


champion Colin Jackson who 
won convincingly in a quick 
13.18, from his teammate and 
world silver medallist Tony 
Jarrett. 


“It was the first time I've 
been able to relax for a while., 
and l really enjoyed it. I’m 
feeling very tired and it was a 
great response from the 
crowd.” 

The quality event of the 
evening was the mens’ 110 
hurdles featuring world re- 
cord holder and former world 


American Tony Dees, the 
1992 Olympic silver medal- 
list. fell at the second hurdle. 

Jackson missed the World 
Championships through in- 
jury, and was happy with his 
•time Monday. He is having 
an operation to trim His right 
knee cartilage at the end of 
the season. 


the 1984 Olympic and 1987 
world silver medallist can- 
rered home by 10 yards in the 
400 hurdles in 48.70. 

It took until the last leg of 
the evening's penultimate 
event for the Americans to 
unveil their only individual 
medal winner from Gote- 
boig. 


-Britain's Javelin silver 
medallist in Goteborg, Steve 
Backley. won the event with 
a throw of 83.00, 1.48 clear of 
second placed Tom Putskys 
of the U.S. • 

Californian Danny Ham's, 


Jeari Miles, who won the 
400m bronze in Sweden only 
ran in the 4x400 relay in 
which she made up 30 yards 
in the last leg to win the event 
for the U.S. by 10 yards. 

The U.S. had six relay 
medallists competing, two of 
whom, Chryste Gaines and 1 
Celena Monde-Milner, repe- 
ated their win in the 4x 100 
relay. 


LARNACA (AFP) — Gor- 
don Dune is ready to play 
through the pain barrier to 
help Rangers clinch a pre- 
cious place in the European 
Champions League here on 
Wednesday. 

The Scottish Champions 
take a 1-0 lead into Wednes- 
day's European Cup pre- 
liminary round, ' second-leg 
against’ Anorthosis Farma- 
..gusta in Lamaca, Cypnis....' 

Super sub Durie supplied 
.^them with that vital, advan- 
tage in Glasgow but also col- 
lected a foot injury, which 
has made him doubtful for 
the return match. ' * 

“I haven’t been able to 
kick the ball because of the. 
bruising but I’ve been in the. 
gym working on my fitness,” 
said Durie. 

“It’s possible Tmay have to 
have an injection to play if 
the manager needs me and 
I’d be prepared to do that. 

‘■'It is such a big game for 
everyone at Rangers that you 
desperately want to be in- 
volved.” 

The 29-year-old striker 
says his side are fully aware ’ 
that their big club status is on ■ 
the line once again tomorrow 
after twice failing to reach the 
Champions League. 

“If we don’t make it then 
we will have only ourselves to 
- blame I suppose,” said the 
former Tottenham and 
Chelsea star. 

“On paper everyone really ‘ 
expects us to beat them over 
two games so we must do that 
on the pitch. 

“We all want that place 
amongst Europe’s elite, ' 
which would mean so much 
to us as players and the club 
as well. 

“The preliminary round, 
games had become very tight 
and, in many ways, you feel 
that if you get through the 
pressure would be off slight- 

Durie, whose chances of 
p, *y |n | on Wednesday rose 
with the absence of Danish 
international and Scottish 

-Ejmdn 0f - the year Brian 

Laudrup, is unconcerned ab- 
out reports that the atmos- 
phere m the Adorthosfs 
gr ?“ nd ,n Lamaca will be 
extremely hostile for the visi- 

experienced that in 
international p]ayersL„ 
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CONCORD “1" 

Ninja Turtles 3 

Shows: 1230,330 
Adel Imam in 

Dakhffc and Adileb 

Shows 6, 8:45, 10:45 • ■ 

CONCORD “2 n 

SPECIALIST 


TOL:618274 - 618276 
MUSA HIJAZIN 


JfaMillta malTImtni 

TEL: 675571 
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KABARET 


Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
■ written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh 


Shows: 123a 3:15, 5, &4S, 8fla 1030 


' Shows: 3:30, 530. 11 


Abeer Issa 

Gfcassan Mashini 

■with Amer khamash,. Khalil 
Jahmani, Mohammad Hussdni 
and Issam A1 Hanbali 
The theatre doses on Monday 
Performances stqrt at 8:30 p.rr- 



Presents 

(Ahlan Tatbee’) 
Welcome 

Normalisation 

Shows start at 
Forrese rvation t 8^P.m. 

«■ “5155 


t. 










Sports 


European Swimming Cham pionships 

Van Almsick heads for gold 

V'IFMMa iA ■ . _ ^ 
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(Agencies) — Franziska Van 

f rt w S,Ck /P c ! wd ht:r b,u for 3 seven 
* b ! V the qualifiers for ihe 

womens 100 metres freestyle final ai the 

T* SEf/" iw,m,nin * Championship* oS 

..JJ* 1 ^ ear * 0,d Geiroan. who won si* 
golds and a silver at the Lai European 
championships in ihefiield in 1993. eased to 
ihe front on the second length of the 50-mctrc 

5b58^Sds° nbad PO ° ! Jnd Iouched fi « l ™ 
Martina Mora v cava of Slovakia, silver 

4nd%t^ m v Van D A,miick *n Sheffield. 

l . K f ren p,ckeri ng were second 
and third in the heat and overall in 56.74 and 
respectively. 

Russia’s Natalia M«hervalcov 3 . world 
championship 50 metres freestyle silver 
medalist, failed to make the eight-strong final 
*nc finished math overall in 57.51? 0 M 
wconds slower than the eighth qualifier. 

■ \ 3n XX* freestyle world ebam- 

P-on. is defending titles in the 50. 100 and 200 
freestyle and three rclavs. She is also swim- 
ming the 400 freestyle. Van Almsick Ls a 
chance of two golds on the opening day of the 
main swimming programme and she also 
competes in the 4x20S metres freestvle relay 
fma m which Germany were the fasicsj 
qualifiers. 

Hungary’s Kristina Egcrszegi. who outdid 
ck VV?' 5,ck w,th four individual titles in 
Sheffield won her 400 metres individual 
n.cdley heat in the second-fasicst qualifying 
ume of four minutes 44.10 seconds. ' 
Ireland’s Michelle Smith claimed the fastesr 
time with a powerful sjvim in the preceding 

4?3 S^ Wh,Ch Jl “ W ° n eom P rch cnsivcly m 

Egerszegi, triple gold medallist at the 1992 
Barcelona Olj-m pics, is defending onlv two 
titles in Vienna. 

Apart from the 4ft) individual medlev she 
wiil swim the 200 merres hackstroke, in which 
she won the 198a Olympic title at the ace of 
I-., but not defend her 100 backstroke and 200 


i butterfly crowns. 

i Belgium's Frederic Deburghgraeve up- 
staged top Hungarians Norton* Rozw and 
J^roly Guttler in the men’s lOfi metres 
breaststroke heats, establishing himself as 
fastest qualifier in 1:01, Kg. 

Guttler, who set the current world record in 
the heats at rhe 1993 European Cham- 
pionships. won his heat in the seconU-faaest 
overall tunc of 1:02.12. 

■ he evcw at ,a “ Seplcm- 
a JlS W C^mponships ahead of Guttler 
and Dcburgraeyc, was second behind the 

52SJ iiln^ " Mt bU ‘ ml * 

*£?*£?** Anttl Kasvio of Finland 
pad to settle for second-fastest qualifying time 
in the men s 200 freestyle heats behind Swed- 
ish veteran Anders Holmem. 

wr.i? 0 . Vwn ,h £ condud 'ng heat in 1:49.87 
* Iolmerlz ' European champion in 1987 

l^ S< W^H m 5i al,,St behind ,he Rnn 31 
1W4 World Championships, had taken his 

neat in 1:49.64. 

Bui was a bad morning for Holmenz's 
compatriots in the women’s 4x200 metres 
relay beats. 

Thc Swedcs. silver medallists behind Ger- 
many in Sheffield, touched comfortable first 
in their heat but were disqualified for a 
mrnimally premature final take-over — 0.05 
of a second too quick when a margin of 0.03 is 
permitted. 

Meanwhile Vera Ilyina of Russia captured a 
second gold medal m the I-metre springboard 
diving as she ratified with the best dive of the 
day. 

Veteran Edwin Jongejans of the Nether- 
lands won the men’s 1 -metre springboard 
competition, gaming back a title he held Six 
years ago. 

With Russia’s Olga Sedukuva winning the 
wJo synchronized swimming, the Russians' 
now had seven golds out of 10 events co 
completed. 
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Frunzislut Van Almsick 


Franzi deals with money and gold at 17 


Comaneci assures family, fans: I’m alive 
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NORMAN, Oklahoma (AP) 
— Gymnastics great Nadia 
Comaneci first heard the 
rumor when her mother cal- 
led near tears at 3 a.m. Mon- 
day. 

Since then, she's reassured 
callers from around the 
world: She’s alive. 

A newspaper in Bucharest, 
Romania, reported Monday 
the former Olympic cham- 
pion had died, quoting an 
anonymous source in the Un- 
ited States, said Aurelia Nas- 
tase. a foreign correspondent 
in Los Angeles. 

"It was weird. ... I wanted, 
to turn on CNN to find out * 


what happened to me," said 
Comaneci, the Romanian 
star of the 197ft Olympics 
who now fives in Oklahoma 
with fiance Ban Connor, a 
1984 Olympic gold medalist. 

Comaneci said her mother 
learned of the report while 
vacationing at the Black Sea. 
Hers was the first in a steady 
stream of calls from a$ far 
away as Hong Kong and 
Rome. 

J* 1 ® *5P° n also spawned 
calls to Norman regional hos- 
pital inquiring about Cdm- 
.anea s health, said hospital 
spokeswoman Kathy Dunn 


Comaneci said she has no 
idea whaf prompted the re- 
port. calling it the "biggest 
rumor l have ever heard." 
Although her family now 
knows she is fine, Comaneci 
remains concerned about 
Romanian friends and fans 
; who read the story. 

Comaneci. 33, fled Roma- 
nia in 1989 and plans to Mnr- 
ry Connor nexl year. Connor 
is a former University of 

Oklahoma standout .-whowon, 
the gold medal on "parallel 
bars at the 1984 Lew Angeles 
Olympics. 


U.S. soccer signs Mexico’s Sanchez 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Veteran Mexican soccer star 
Hugo Sanchez has signed to 
play next year in Major 
.League Soccer, the U.S. pro- 
fessional league announced 
on Monday. 

Sanchez, an electrifying 
forward who won five scoring 
titles and four league cham- 
pionships in seven seasons 
with Spanish giant Real Mad- 
rid. is the second Mexican 
star to sign with MLS. joining 


goalkeeper/forward Jorge 
Campos; 

Campos will play For the 
Los Angeles team of MLS 
when the league kicks off 
next spring. No decision has 
been made on where Sanchez 
will play. 

"I am very happy to be 
here in the first stage of MLS 
and tc help in any way I can." 
the 37-year-old Sanchez said 
in a statement. “I started my 
career in the United States 


and I am thrilled to be able to 
finish it here." 

Sanchez played for the San 
Diego Sockers of the North 
American Soccer League in 
1979. 

I "I would like to help the 
new league the way Pde and 
Beckenbauer helped the 
NASL,”’ said Sanchez, who 
has represented Mexico in 
three World Cups. 


VIENNA (AP) — Franzi 
Van Almsick of Germany has 
learned to cope with super- 
stardom and wealth with an 
eye on more gold at the 
Olympics next year. 

Van Almsick was a multi- 
Olympic medallist at 14. a 
six-time European gold 
medallist at 15. a world 
record-holder when 16. 

And a multi-millionaire at 
17. 

. With advertising contracts 
from different companies 
worth dose to J5 million. 
Van Almsick is one of the 
most recognised women in 
Germany, rivaling Steffi Graf 
on the marketplace. 

She also battles Graf on 
the sports pages with the two 
alternating Germany's 
sportswoman of the year 
award over the past two 
years. . , . 

Shq, acknowledges that 
things have become different 
since she won two silvers and 
two bronze medals at the 
Olympics in 1992. 

"Of course it has changed 
mpre and more after Barcelo- 
na but now I have become 
used to it." Van Almsick 
said. 

Before she was just a top- 
level swynmer. Now she is a 
superstar. 

"There is a difference be- 
tween the two facets of life,” 
Van Almsick said. "I perso- 
nally don't see myself as a 
superstar. I don’t like this 


label. 

"I am a normal person. I 
just do different things than 
other people. 

She begins her quest for 
seven gold medals at the 
European Swimming Cham- 
pionships Tuesday with heats 
in the 100 freestyle, where 
she owns the best time of the 
year at 55.17. She will also 
anchor the German 800 relay- 
in the evening. 

The 100 will be key for her. 
(see separate story). 

"I can use it as a ben-, 
chmark. I have been working 
out hard for these cham- 
pions," Van Almsick said. 

* "The first race gives you an 
idea where you stand." 

Later she is set to compete 
in the 50, 200 and 400 frees- 
tyles along with two more 

relays. 

"The 400 will probably be 
hardest race, nor only be- 
cause of my lack of experi- 
ence on international level 
but also it will be my fourth 
race of the week by Thurs- 
day," Van Almsick said. 

She thinks she can do well, 
but many others think the 
. 15-year old rising star of 
Julia Jung who beat Van 
Almsick at the German 
nationals this year is a 
genuine threat to her unique 
position. 

“It I not a question of 
'prestige," Van Almsick said 
of the 400 metres rivalry. "1 
think I can still improve." 


“But if there is one race 1 
am particularly looking for- 
ward to, it would be the 200." 

She set the record for the 
200-metre freestyle at the 
world championships last 
year but not without con- 
troversy. 

She originally qualified 
ninth but was admirted to the 
eight-swimmer final when her 
teammate, Dagmar Hase, 
withdrew among rumors of a 
payoff. 

A world record victory in- . 
creased Van Almsick’s mar- 
ket potential but Van 
Almsick had to defend her- 
self from critics who sug- 
gested that Hase was bought 
off to give up her place in the 
final. 

"I don’t remember any- 
thing about the race. I swam 
with my eyes dosed," Van ' 
Almsick said. "What hap-, 
pened after the race.T think - 
about a lot. I hope I learned . 
my lesson from this. I hope I 
proved something when I 
won the race. But I hope (the 
situation) will never happen 
again." 

Still, Van Almsick has 
made herself an exception, 
rather than the rule. She con- i 
tributed 40,000 marks of her 
earnings to the German 
Swimming Federation, a ges- 
ture that eased the way for 
her to swim with her spon- 
sor's commercial logo on her 
cap. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAfllF 
A TANMAH HIHSCM 


C l*W ’ Ul, 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 



Q.l— Eail-W'ni vulnerable. m> 
South you huld- 

' *876 r A04 :K854 4-132 

The bidding has yrocredad. 

.North East South West 

I NT Pnsa Pium 2 *- 

Obi Pm* Pass 2 * 

Pas* Pm# 7 

•— Major -suit Lake- Hit 
What action du you uka? 

A. — h would be co« wily to pAi», 
bui doubling is a hide raky— you 
know West ha; a five -card suit. 
Thai leaves only a competitive raise 
to tarn no crump. 

Q.2 — Both vulnerable, as South 
vuu hold. 

+J872 ’-954 32 4AKI06 

The bidding has prnct-edrd 
South West North East 

Pom I - 1 NT Pans 

Whot action do ycu take? 

A. — Since partner's no-trump 
uver call in the unmedulr lent a the 
equivalent of a une n*i-trucip'iperi- 
mp hid. rati have enough to invite 
£uine However, you don't have 
riium to check i*n ihep'Mibioiyufa 
4-4 spade fit. an simply raise to 1 *m. 
nu trump to show inviiaikual val- 
U«“1. I Besides, partner might have 
Uiiiibled holding four grod spade, i 

Q.3 — Aa South, vulnerable, yoj 
hi .Id; 

♦ 11)973 TAIO AJ762 ♦AU 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North Enal South West 

1 7 Paaa 2 Pan 

2 ' Pa« 7 

What do you bid now 7 

A.— You have the values for game, 
but don't know where to plate the 
contract- Partner's rebid mean* lit- 
tle. it could be made on a poor five* 
care wtt because your response 

consumed a whole level «il bidding. 
Bid two spades Ui see what 
develops. 

spade overcall hove improved yuur 
hand dramatically oml you should 


** tknkinc ip terms of a powibk 
Siam. The linn Kcp in the invesiiga- 
linn is to bring partner into the 

picture and the way to accomplish 
that is :o cue-hid two spades. 

Q.4— Neither vuJnerahir, « South 
>|'J hold 

♦q 1 09873 ' « KQ 107 S3 4-Vpid 
Your right -hand oppuneni opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
action do vou take* 1 
A- — It you have available a method 
o; showing spades and diamonds 
"si one bid. by oil means tnokr n 
If nc:. »e suggest sou nvrrcall two 
diami'inds By the tutu* the auction 
new ecu round in you it could hr at 
firm hearts and you will then be able 
ti< introduce yuur second sun at the 
four-level Overtoil one spade min 
and you might have in bid dia 
mor.ds at the fivt level. 

Q-5 — As Sivjih. vulnerable, >uu 
hold- 

+KJ02 : K982 K +AKJ9 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What d.< you respond' 1 
A.— Wish a nJiiinj hand and a fit. 
Hash the slam signal as sou n as you 
tan. The best way in du that is by 
jump-shifting to three clubs. Dun t 
worry it»ut landing in the wrong 
»ui: —you aJwovs con correct clubs 

tu ipaJi i n; ihe same level. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
ymj hold; 

*A76 :JS3 AQ102 *1098 

The bidding has proceeded 
North Emit South Wrsl 

i : i * 2 : paw 

3 Pros ? 

What do you bid now 1 ’ 

A.-— Since vou have already bid 
freely at the two>!evel. we think a 
ram* to four hearts desrribet your 
hand sdwyjBtely If you cue-hid 
spades now. partner would be justi- 
fied in expecting a stronger or mart 
unbalanced holding from yuu aad 
could gel overboard. 


FLAT FOR RENT / MECCA STREET 

Near Barq Supermarket, consisting of 2 bedrooms, 
living and dining rooms, 2 bathrooms, veranda, fully 
furnished, telephone, central heating. 2nd floor with 
elevator. JD 5000 annually - negotiable. 

Contact Tei 6603S4 or 623732 


TWO APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

One furnished & one unfurnished, 
three bedrooms, C.H. & telephone. 

Location: SHMEISANI, near Birds Garden. (10 Abdel 
Halem El Nimr St) Annual rent only. 

Tel: ' 667862, 693443 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED GROUND 
FLOOR FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms (one of them master). 3 
bathrooms, salon, dining and living room, kitchen, 
garage, garden, telephone, central heating, newly built 
and furniture. 

Please call 614597 


URGENT CALL 

New organised commercial business office is 
looking for Executive Secretary with the 
following qualifications: 

1. Perfect English 

2. Computer, fax, typing English & Arabic. 

3. Experience is preferred. 

Please call Tel. No./695334 
between 9:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. for morning 
and from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

& Tel. No. 666657 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 


Want a Bsc or BA in the subject of your 
choice studying in British Universities. 
We guarantee your acceptance, 
if you study 


THE FOUNDATION YEAR 

AT RAWDAT AL-MA'AR E F 
SCHOOLS AND COLLEGE 
In Amman - no need for 
t O or A levels . a 


Buy ONE lunch 
and get the other 
FREE. 


13 w kfaam 


REST 3 U R A .V T 


MAi 


lNITA 1 


v 
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KKU.V 

(Offfr valid M either of ihe i lbitve restaurants 
i iith this coupon through August 19**5/ 


AMMAN 





BACCALAUREATE 

SCHOOL 

Seeks applications for a suitably 
qualified Part-Time Middle School 
( Grades 6, 7, 8 ) French Teacher 
for the academic year 1995/1996. 
A pplicants shou ld : 

a) be able to teach middle grades’ 
students ( 6, 7, ‘8 ) 

b) have a university degree. 

c) have not less than 3 years experience. 

# Teachers who have already applied 
this year do not need to apply again. 

Application forms may be obtained 
from the school’s reception desk, 

phone 845572, 847191 - 2 - 3 and should be 
submitted by Sunday27 August 1995. 


INTRODUCING 

TUP nrer 

DISPOSABLE RAZOR 
IN THE WORLD . 


GflfelWe 

Bluett 

Plus, 



deliver more lubricants 
and mdstwisers for a 
superior shave 


Instinctive colour coded 
handles indicate skin-type 
of razor Blue for normal 
ekin, and green with Aloe 
for sensitive skin 



longer 'sure-grip' handle 
and profile for greater 
control and manoeuvrability. 


Gillette Technology For 
Premium Performance 

The new Gillette Blue II Plus has an 
advanced design that incorporates 
Gillette twin-blade technology fo 
a smoother shave. 

Start your day more 
comfortably - with the 
best disposable razor 
in the world. 

New Blue II Plus 
from Gillette. 



Gillette a <*• 

BtucJU 

c=zi*v 5 
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BLACK SHARK: Russian Defence Minister General Pavel Grachev (right) inspects the battle 
helicopter “Black Shark’' during the opening of the Air Fair International Aerocosmic Salon in 
ZhoJkvoski, 40 kilometres from Moscow, on Tuesday. A total of 145 aircraft and helicopters from 23 
countries are on show at the exhibition (AFP photo) 
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France tightens security 
after blast suspect nabbed 
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PARIS (Agencies) — France 
tightened security on Tues- 
day after suspected Algerian 
Muslim militant was detained 
in Stockholm in connection 
with bloody bomb attacks in 
Paris. 

Customs officers joined 
police in earning out spot 
checks on travellers and lug- 
gage in the country's main 
railway stations. The railway 
company SNCF banned non- 
passengers from platforms. 

Witnesses said high-speed 
TGV trains were the most 
carefully checked. France 
had already imposed draco- 
nian security after two guer- 
rilla bombings in the past 
month killed seven people 
and wounded more than 100 
in the heart of Paris. 

The extra security came 
after French officials said 
Swedish police detained 
Abdul Karim Deneche on 
Monday at the request of 
visiting French anti-terrorist 
Magistrate Jean-Francois 
Ricard for questioning over 
the bombs. 

French police believe De- 
ache is a leading member of 
Algeria's violent rebel 
Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA). Both bomb attacks, 
in which similar devices were 
used, were claimed by a tele- 
phone caller claiming to ' 
speak for the GIA. 

Investigators believe that 
Algerian extremists were be- 
hind the two bombings and # 
last month's killing in a Paris 
mosque of Algerian Muslim 
deric Abdul Baki Sahraoui 
who had been threatened by 
the GIA. 

The French daily Le 
Monde said French investiga- 


tors had identified Deneche 
as Abdul Sabour, a man die 
well-informed Algerian daily 
La Tribune had accused of 
being responsible for 
Sahraoui’s kittling and plan- 
ning attacks in France. 

It said Deneche 's name 
was on the Stockholm letter- 
box of Al Ansar, an Islamic 
newsletter which said last 
month that Algerian Muslim 
militants were behind the 
bombing of an underground 
commuter train in central 
Paris last July 25. 

Press repons said a gen- 
darme recognised Deneche 
from a photograph as a man 
he saw agitatedly getting off 
the train seconds before the 
bomb exploded on board, 
killing seven and woundine 
86 . 

A second bomb wounded 


17 people near the Arc de 
Triomphe 


Triomphe last week. 

Le Monde said Judge 
Ricard may issue an interna- 
tional arrest warrant against 
Deneche after studying the 
reports of his questioning by 
Swedish police. It said De- 
neche’s wife was also de- 
tained. 

Swedish and French offi- 
cials maintained a news 
blackout on Deneche. French 
Justice Minister Jacques 
Toubon said early disclosure 
of his arrest may have ham- 
pered investigators. 

“I am trying to make sure 
that police and justice ser- 
vices solve the attacks and I 
am not sure that this will be 
best done in public. State- 
ments are more help to cri- 
minals than to investigators," ' 
he told RTL radio. 

Deneche denied belonging 


to GIA last January in inter- 
view with Swedish Television 
in which he also said French 
authorities knew that they 
could not stop the group tak- 
ing power in Algeria. 

The claim made in the. 
name of the GIA accused 
Paris of backing Algeria's 
military government in its' 
fight against Muslim fun-, 
damentalist rebels. 

. Mr. Toubon said he could 
not see clearly what the bom- 
bers were trying to achieve 
and France’s Algeria policy 
had not changed. 

“Our government’s policy 
remains the same: It wants 
democracy in Algeria." 

He said Deneche's arrest 
proved that a French police 
crackdown on suspected 
Algerian militants had forced 
them abroad and that police 
cooperation in Europe was 
working well. 

Sources dose to the probe 
said many news clippings of 
the evening rush-hour explo- 
sion at the Saint Michel sta- 
tion were found at Deneche’s 
home in Sweden. 

The Algerian daily Tribune 
said “Abdul Sabour” the 
head of all GIA networks in 
Europe and had units in Bel- 
gium. Bosnia, Britain. 
France — where they were 
not known to police — and 
Sweden. 

Swedish television, howev- 
er, reported that Deneche 
claimed he does not belong to 
the GIA. Footage from an 
interview in December, re- 
broadcast Monday, shows a 
man, his. face shaded out, 
saying: “I don't have any 
links with the GIA, I am not 
a member of the GIA.” 


Nzo: No 
nuclear 


secrets 


to Iran 


PRETORIA (Agencies) — 
Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo 
on. Monday denied South 
Africa was passing on nuclear 
secrets to Iran, saying deal- 
ings between the two coun- 
tries fell- within the scope of 
the nude ar No n-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT). 


A: a media briefing here, 
Mr. Nzo said South Africa, as 
a signatory to the treaty, 
“would never at any stage be 
involved in any activity with 
any country that is likely to 
produce a result in which that 
country produces nuclear 
weapons or weapons of mass 
destruction.'* 


Foreign Affairs Director 
General Rusty Evans said at 
the weekend that a visit to 
Iran by Mineral and Energy 
Affairs Minister Pik Botha in 
March, during which he held 
a series of meetings on nuc- 
lear cooperation, had sent 
“alarm bells ringing with die 
Americans.” 


The Johannesburg Sunday 
Times said U.S. fears that 
South Africa could be passing 
on nudear secrets to Iran 
were behind strenuous efforts 
in recent weeks by the Amer- 
icans to persuade South Afri- 
ca not to develop dose ties 
with the Islamic republic. 


South. Africa is busy con- 
cluding a deal under which 
some 15 million barrels of 
crude oil will be stored at 
Saldanha, on South Africa’s 
west coast. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Settler remanded over killing 


Bomb alert in Hamburg station 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A Jewish settler suspected of 
shooting dead a Palestinian was remanded in custody for a 
further 10 days by a Jerusalem court on Tuesday. Zeev 
Liebskind, 40. was arrested after newspapers published 
photographs of him firing his M16 assault rifle in the 
direction of Palestinians during a protest over land rights. 
Israelis from the West Bank settlement of Beit El opened 
fire on Aug. 13 after Palestinians demolished a building 
under construction and set fire to flags and religious books 
on a disputed hill-top.'Police say the bullet extracted from 
Liebskind's rifle killed 23-year-old from the neighbouring 
village of Dura Al Qar. Mr. Liebskind’s lawyer Yair Golan 
said his client fired in the air and did not aim at anyone will 
therefore plead not guilty. He has also accused the 
Palestinians of carrying and a “pogrom.” although not a 
single Israeli was hurt. 


HAMBL1RG (AFP) — - A major bomb alert was sparked at 
the main Hamburg railway station Tuesday by a suspect 
device in a briefcase which turned out to be a small camera 
accompanied by laboratory material, police said. Police 
earlier said they had defused the device in the briefcase, 
which was left at a newspaper kiosk in an entrance to the 
main sration hail. Die station was partly evacuated and 
sealed off after a person noticed a wire trailing out of the 
case, and police said they had defused the. supposed bomb 
with the help of a high-pressure water jet. Police at the 
same tackled other suspicious objects in the station, but 
these also turned out to be harmless. 


Egypt to open bird study centre 


Yemen cracks down on illegal workers 


ADEN (R) — Police in Yemen are cracking down on 
foreigners working illegally in the country, which suffers, 
from high unemployment, officials and residents said on ' 
Tuesday. Interior Minister Hussein Mohammad Arab was. 
quoted by the government newspaper October 14 on 

Tuesday as saying the campaign, was launched because of 
an increase in the number of foreigners staying illegally in 
Yemen. He gave no figures. "Those who prove to be 
staying or working illegally will be deported," he added. 
Presidents in Aden said police were picking up foreigners, 
mainly Somalis, from the streets. Similar measures were 
being taken in other parts of the country. Several thousand- 
Somalis fled to Yemen in the early 1990s to escape war in 
their own country. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt will open a centre for the study of 
Mediterranean migratory birds this autumn in the north 
Sinai desert, the director of the Al-Zaraniq nature reserve 
told AFP on Tuesday. “The centre is of pnme importance- 
for studying the migration of birds passing over Egypt from 
Europe to return in Africa.” Wahid Salameh said. Salameh 
said the Al Zaraniq reserve, near (he coastal town of Al 
Arish, plays hsot to “91 of the 167 types of birds which exist 
in. the Mediterranean, especially cormorants, pelicans, 
herons, plovers, terus. egrets and warblers.” The centre, 
which has been planned since 1985. will gather Egyptian 
experts on observing and classifying bird species as well as 
birdlovers from Egypt and abroad. 


Detainees killed in Turkey-^- group 


Germany to maintain aid to Palestinians 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — Germany's Development Minister 
Carl Dieter Spranger renewed Bonn’s commitment in aid 
the Palestinians on Tuesday after meeting Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat. “We intend to continue to help and 
support the Palestinian people," said Mr. Spranger, who 
saw Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres on Tuesday. Mr. Spranger was in 
travel on to Jordan and then in . Syria. 


ANKARA (AFP) — Fourteen people were killed in 
Turkey while in detention or under mysterious circumst- 
ances in July, and another 23 were tortured by police, a 
•human rights organisation said Tuesday. Akin Birdal.- head 
of the Turkish Human Rights Association, told a news 
conference that 1.572 people were arrested in July, 117 of 
whom were charged. He accused the Turkish security 
forces of excessive and "arbitrary" detentions. Mr. Birdal 
did not elaborate on who may have killed those who died 
outside prison, but said it was the work of “unknown 
perpetrators.” a term generally reserved for police killings. 





Peace with Israel is 


faraway- Sharaa 


STOCKHOLM <AP) — 
Peace between Israel and 
Syria is distant, Syrian Fore- 
ign Minister Farouk Al Shar- 
aa said Tuesday during a visit 
to Stockholm. 

“As long as there are set- 
tlements on the occupied ter- 
ritories, as long as the Israelis 
have not thought thoroughly 
of withdrawal one should ex- 
pect that tension will re- 
main.” Mr. Sharaa said at a 
news conference. 

He would not condemn 
Monday’s bomb attack on a 
Jerusalem bus that killed five 
people. 

“We condemn first of all 
armed settlers that occupy 
others' land,” he said. He 
added he had heard the 
suicide bomber was a woman 
and offered understanding 
for her. ^ 

“Perhaps she had lost a few 
sons or brothers.” 

At the moment there are 
no formal talks known be- 
tween the two countries. Pre- 
viously both sides held an 
inconclusive dialogue on an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. 

Mr. Sharaa said next year's 
elections in Israel and the 
1 United States could speed up 
the peace process if the 
candidates make peace an 
issue. 

“If the Israelis and the 
Americans are serious about 
peace then this should help 
rather than undermine” the 
peace process, he said. 

Mr. Sharaa repeated 
Syria's rejection of the key 
Israeli demand for each coun- 
try to set up electronic moni- 
toring posts — so-called 


ground-based early warning 
stations — on the other's side 
of the border at the Golan 
Heights. 

• “They want to use the 
ground stations to spy rather 
than to stop the war,’’. Mr. 
Sharaa said. 

The early warning system 
and demilitarised zones on 
both' sides of the border 
would be set up after an 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan. 

Syria would prefer satellite 
and air reconnaissance, Mr. 
Sharaa said. Israel has re- 
jected that. 

Mr. Sharaa arrived in 
Sweden Tuesday for talks on 
bilateral issues and the Mid- 
dle East. On Wednesday be 
will continue to Denmark 
and Norway. 

Syria and Iran, both 
branded sponsors of “terror-- 
ism” by the United States, 
meanwhile sought to explain 
the causes for Monday’s 
deadly bus bombing in Jeru- 
salem. 

The Syrian government 
said the explosion was an 
inevitable consequence of 
flaws in Israel’s peace accords 
-with Jordan and the Palesti- 
nians. 

A state-run newspaper said 
the apparent suicide attack 
proves Israel cannot expect 
full security from “partial 
deals.” 

“The explosion has drawn 
a very clear picture about the 
negative ana destructive re- 
percussions of the partial 
deals, the promoters of which 
have tried to impose with all 
means of power, pressure 
and blackmail," said Al 


Thawra, a government 
mouthpiece. 

Iran's state-controlled 

radio criticised the tactic used 
in the bombing, but -claimed 
Palestinians had no choice 
but to resort to such 
methods. ■ 

“There is no doubt tne 
planting of bombs is unprinci- 
pled. and abhorrent, * the 
radio said in a commentary. 

“But ,” it added, “this is 
the course the Palestinians 
have apparently been forced 
to choose in light of the daily 
mounting violence and sup- 
pression . in occupied Jeru- 
salem.” 

In a previous broadcast, 
the radio suggested it was too 
early to pin the blame on 
Hamas. 

It quoted “informed poli-r 
deal observers... not ruling 
oiit .the probability of in- 
volvement of rival and ex- 
tremist Zionist groups in such 
explosions.” 

“The blast demonstrates 
that such partial agreements 
should still be rejected and 
are unacceptable because 
they are prejudicial to the 
Palestine people's rights and 
aspirations,” it added. 

“Did these partial agree- 
ments guarantee Israel's 
security?” the paper asked. 
“Did they set the Israelis at 
ease and make them practise 
their daily life away from the 
feelings of fear and worry?” 

Al Thawra said only a “just 
and comprehensive” peace 
would “eradicate all elements 
of tension and explosion and 
could end all lands of injus- 
tice, occupation and hege- 
mony.” . 


Iran bank official sentenced to 


death for multi-million fraud 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — A 
senior Iranian banker was 
condemned to death Tuesday 
and two accomplices were 
handed down life sentences 
in the biggest embezzlement 
scandal to go to trial in Iran 
since the 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion. 

The state-run Islamic. Re-, 
public News Agency (IRNA) 
said the trio were among five 
defendants convicted of mis- 
appropriating up to S235 mil- 
lion from the state-run Bank' 
SAdcrat, a case that had 
spotlighted rampant official 
corruption slowing down gov- 
ernment efforts to resuscitate 
the economy. 

In addition to the five, two 
men were ordered to pay 
fines for minor involvebient 
. in the case and a third defen- 
vdant was acquitted of all 
charges, said IRNA, moni- 
tored in Cyprus. 

The trial bad taken politic- 
al dimensions because one of 
the defendants, Morteza 
Rafiqdoust, is the brother of 
a senior Iranian official who 
is related by marriage to Ira- 
nian President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani. He was one of the 
two sentenced to life in jail. 

Mohsen Rafiqdoust, the 
convict’s brother and 
brother-in-law of the Iranian 
president, is former Revolu- 
tionary Guards Corps minis- 
ter. He now heads the 
multibillion-dollar Founda- 
tion for the Oppressed and 
Disabled, one of several 
“bonyads,” or state con- 


glomerates, which are sup- 


posed to help Iran’s poor, 
>f the 


who make up most oi 
country’s 60 million popula- 
tion. 

Mohsen Rafiqdoust was 
dismissed from the cabinet 
following a no-confidence 
vote by parliament in 1988 
after be waslinked to major 
c o rr upti on scandals. 

In addition to the embez- 
zlement charge, Fazel Kho- 
dadad, the key defendant in 
the Bank Saderat scandal, 
was convicted of “sabotaging 
the country’s economic sys- 
tem" for which he was conde- 
mned to death. 

IRNA said Abtaleb Ibrahi- 
mi, like Mr. Rafiqdoust, was 
sentenced to life for mis- 


appropriating public fends. 
One defendant. Khosrow 


Vaseqi, was acquitted, said 
IRNA. Two others, Ebrahim 
Arya and Jamshid Ajqand, 
were sentenced to 15 years in 
prison each and ordered to 
pay fines. 

The verdicts and sentences 
were banded down by the 
no-jury, single-judge Tehran 
public court, which rules by 
Islamic law. 

It was not immediately 
known whether the convicts 
have the right to' appeal to a 


higher court. 


e Bank Saderat case had 
increased public pressure on 
the government to take ac- 
tion to stamp out official graft 
at a time when the economy 
is deteriorating. 

A senior Iranian deric last 


month criticised the judidal 
system for dealing harshly 
with ordinary citizens while 
allowing “big shots” to go 
unpunished. 

. in referring to the embez- 
zlement case, Ayatollah Aii 
Akbar Meshkini had said that 
if the defendants were found 
guilty, the authorities should 
“suck out the money from 
their filthy guts, firmly and 
decisively and give them what 
they deserve.” 

Mr. Meshkini heads the 
83-member Assembly of Ex- 
perts, which chooses Iran’s 
supreme leader. 

After five years in power, 
Mr. Rafsanjam* remains un- 
able to steer the economy out 
of the doldrums. 

More than half of Iran's 
population is below 16 years 
of age, which makes the task 
of expanding the econmy and 
creating new jobs even more 
urgent. 

Oil revenues, Iran’s econo- 
mic lifeline, have plummeted 
following a price slump on 
the international market. The 
government is desperately 
trying to boost non-oil ex- 
ports, which traditionally 
have been limited to carpets, 
caviar, dried fruits and hand- 
icrafts. 

Economic pressures 
heighten the possibility of so- 
cial upheaval, which Mr. Raf- 
sanjani is trying to avert. 
Riots already have erupted in 
many Iranian cities in recent 
years as- the economy has 
deteriorated. 


Bedouins recall Israeli 


massacres of prisoners 


CAIRO (AP) — The be- 
douins remember the mas- 
sacres, how Israeli troops kil- 
led dozens of Egyptian pris- 
oners of war (PoWs) and 
threw their bodies into wells 
or left them in the desert, and ' 
how the bedouins would 
gather the bodies and tmiy 
them. 

Decades after the 1948, 
1956 and 1967 Arab-Israeli 
forces is rekindling memories 
of wars in which thousands 
perished. The disclosures are 
buidling on already fierce re- 
sentment of Israel inside 
Egypt, despite the Egyptian 
government's low-key reac- 
tion. . 

Egyptian human - rights 
groups and journalists have 
called for those responsible 
to be charged with war crimes 
and put on trial and have 
demanded compensation for 
families of the victims. 

Egyptian newspapers on 
Tuesday quoted bedouins in 
the Sinai Peninsula, the scene 
of the fiercest Arab-Israeli 
combat, who recalled the 
massacres and the burying of 
bodies in 1967. 

“A helicopter flew low and 
with a microphone, they cal- 
led on members of the E( 


dan army to gather in one 
place to give them water and 
food,” Muslim Al Hous told 
the state-owned Al Ahram 
newspaper, which tracked 
him down in the coastal town 
of Al Arisb. 


“Two Israeli soldiers got 
out of the helicopter, 

f athered the weapons of the 
gyptian soldiers, stood 
them in line and shot them all 
dead,” he said. 

The massacre occurred in 
an area railed Al Mosama 
near Al Arish. Mr. Hous was 
among civilians rounded up 
by Israeli forces, but later 
released. 

Ibrahim Al Alakmy, 
another bedouin in Al Arish, 
recalled an incident in which 
Israeli troops forced Egyp- 
tian soldiers and civilians to 
stand in line at Al Arish 
airport. 


was released. 

Another opposition news- 
paper. Al Ahrar, did not 
quote its witnesses by name, 
but by its count, at least 2,770 
Egyptian PoWs were mas- 
sacred in the 1967 war. For- 
mer Israeli officers and milit- 
ary historians put the figure 
at more than 1,000 PoWs 
killed during the 1948, 1956 
and 1967 wars. 


Egypt lost 11,500 soldiers 
killed in the 1967 war and had 
10,000 taken prisoner. Israel 
had 777 of its troops killed 
and 17 captured. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has rejected calls 
to investigate the massacres, 
saying both sides were guilty 
of transgressions and that 
Arab forces also committed 
war crimes. 



Kiss earns German 
woman $600 fine . 


BONN (AFP) — A German 
woman who kissed ter 
boyfriend whfie he wa- 
ving was fined 827.50 
cartes ($600) Tuesday for 
causing a traffic accident as 
a result. A judge in the west- 
ern town of Ibbendueren 
ruled that the star-crossed 
Romeo lost control of hs 
car as a result of the smooch 
and collided with another 
vehicle. According to inves- 
tigators, the culprit was 
snuggled up against her 
companion and decided to 
give him a kiss as he was 
pulling np to an intersec- 
tion. But she picked the 
wrong moment as the light 
was turning red. 


British television 
violence on decline 


LONDON (R) — The 
amount of violence shown 
on British television .has 
almost halved in the past 10 
years, an independent study 
showed Tuesday. 

Research set up in the wake 
of the vicious 1993 murder 
by two 1 1 year-old boys of 
Liverpool toddler James 
Bulger showed that violence 
accounted for just 0.61 per 
cent of the output of 
Britain’s four terrestrial 
television stations. The fig- 
ure for 1986 was 1.1 per 
cent, researchers at 
Sheffield University said. 
State-owned BBC and 
Britain’s independent itele- 
vision companies have tried 
to reduce die violent content 
of their programmes 
because of concern over the 
effects on children. The 
murder of two-year-old bul- 
ger, lured away from bis 
mother in a shopping centre 
and battered to death with 
bricks and stones, horrified 
britons and made he adlin es 
arOund the world. Evidence 
a^rjthe trial suggested the 
schoolboy killers may have 
been influenced by horror 
videos. 


World' Malay language 
congneee opens 


KUALA LtJMPUR (AP) — 
Delegates from 25 countries 
Monday opened a five-day 
conference to discuss how 
to make Malay, the national ’ 
tongue of Malaysia, Indone- 
sia, Singapore and Brunei, 
an international language. 
Backed by Indonesia's huge 
population of 194 million, 
Malay is spoken by an esti- 
mated 250 million people 
worldwide. But the lan- 
guage does not have its own - 
script. It is instead written in 
the Roman script. The con- 
ference, “Malay language as 
an international language: 
vision and confidence,” has 
been organised by the gov- 
ernment-run Language and 
Literary Agency. More than 
130 papers are to be dis- 
missed by delegates who 
include representatives from 
France, China, Russia, the 
United States, South Africa 
and the Netherlands. 


Crowd watches as 
woman jumps to 
death in river to 
escape attacker 


‘Each time they would 


-gyp- 


: they 

take a group, walk them 
away from the lines and shoot 
them,” Mir. Alakmy said. 

Neither Mr. Hous nor Mr. 
Alakmy said how .many pris- 
oners were tolled in the’ liici-' 
dents they witnessed, Mr. 
Alakmy said be was among 
those standing m fine, but 


On Monday, the Egyptian 
organisation for human rights 
urged international human 
rights groups to pressure 
Israel to investigate the kill- 
ings. The Egyptian Journal- 
ifts’ Union called for th e 
Israeli soldiers to be put on 
trial before an international 
court and for Israel to pro- 
vide compensation for vic- 
tims’ fan**'.*. 


DETROIT (AP) - About 
40 onlookers cheered as a 
man with a crowbar forced a 
woman to strip to her under- 
!?" a*® chased her 

JKi i he Jumped to her 
Jath from a bridge, police 
r °P e tried to stop the 
attack early Saturday at the 

?? Ue Me Bridge, which 
occurred after thf man and 
woman were fovolved in a 

S?' aDth °rities 

Sfisu: 

from the bridge to 

jTheydoii t have any 
nea rf said Ms Wrwri’a 
Kg*- Poriba W S' 

sSnce^Th have any con ' 

science. nj ey ^ • 

at t fault ^ &*£ 
ho made her jump/* One 

S5J ? ***** imocustody 
no barges ted 

SSL®?* « of- Monday, 
was ^ second man 

38 “mg sought 
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